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Proverbs 24:17 (NLT) 

17 “Don’t rejoice when your enemies fall; don’t be happy when they stumble.” 

Romans 5:6-11 (NLT) 

6 “When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners. 7 

Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though someone might 

perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. 8 But God showed his great love 

for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. 9 And since we have been made 

right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation. 10 

For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while we were still his 

enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son. 11 So now we can rejoice in our 

wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.” 

Luke 6:27-36 (NLT) 

27 “But to you who are willing to listen, I say, love your enemies! Do good to those who hate 

you. 28 Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who hurt you. 29 If someone slaps you on one 

cheek, offer the other cheek also. If someone demands your coat, offer your shirt also. 30 Give 

to anyone who asks; and when things are taken away from you, don’t try to get them back. 31 

Do to others as you would like them to do to you. 

32 “If you love only those who love you, why should you get credit for that? Even sinners love 

those who love them! 33 And if you do good only to those who do good to you, why should you 

get credit? Even sinners do that much! 34 And if you lend money only to those who can repay 

you, why should you get credit? Even sinners will lend to other sinners for a full return. 

35 “Love your enemies! Do good to them. Lend to them without expecting to be repaid. Then 

your reward from heaven will be very great, and you will truly be acting as children of the Most 

High, for he is kind to those who are unthankful and wicked. 36 You must be compassionate, 

just as your Father is compassionate. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

I want to start this morning by sharing the story of Frank Grimes, whose story is featured in an 

episode of the Simpsons. Let me start by saying that, although The Simpsons is one of my 

favorite TV shows, it may seem like an odd choice for a sermon illustration. However the way in 

which the character Frank Grimes is true to how we all sometimes see people as an enemy. 

Hopefully it will make sense. Now, if you’ve seen the TV show The Simpsons, you know that 

Homer Simpson, the father of the Simpson family, is not the brightest bulb in the pack. And yet, 

he seems to luck into all kinds of things that he’s not qualified for: he gets a decent paying job 

at a nuclear facility without having a degree in anything related to the position. He is then 



promoted to safety inspector as a bribe. He is selected as an everyman candidate to go into 

space, and then does so. At some point, he wins a Grammy. He has a nice house, three kids, 

loving wife, two cars, and a dog and a cat. To say that he worked for any of those things would 

be a stretch. And for over thirty years, The Simpsons have found humor in Homer the oaf’s over 

the top cluelessness.  

In one episode in particular, a man called Frank Grimes is hired at the nuclear plant where 

Homer works. He is featured on the local news as a man who had to work hard to earn 

everything. He’s profiled as a self made man, and Mr. Burns, the owner of the nuclear plant, 

sees this story and decides to hire him. To say that life has been hard on Frank is an 

understatement. When Frank is hired, he immediately takes issue with Homer’s careless 

attitude. When Homer invites him to his house to make friends with him, Frank sees where he 

lives and all of his accomplishments, Frank is in disbelief. It's at this point that he becomes 

Homer’s enemy. (CLIP) He can’t stand the sight of Homer because he’s gotten everything he has 

by luck, while Frank has had to work for what he has. He allows the hate for Homer to build up 

inside of him so much that he starts to mock Homer to the point where he causes an accident 

which in turn causes his demise. He gets so angry that he hurts himself, not the object of his 

anger.  

Have you ever had an enemy? Have you ever had someone in your life who disliked you to the 

point where they actively worked against you? Or have you ever had someone who annoys you 

to no end, much like Frank Grimes and Homer Simpson? As Christians, the question for us is, 

what do we do with these people who are not only different than us, but seem totally opposed 

to everything we stand and live for. It’s a good question, and one that doesn’t have an easy 

answer, at least on the surface. 

The definition of an enemy is a person who is actively opposed or hostile to someone. Have you 

ever had someone in your life that was actively opposed or hostile to you? Have you ever been 

actively opposed or hostile to someone? It seems like a pretty extreme stance to take. Maybe 

you’ve had people in your life that you would call unpleasant or difficult, but were they really 

your enemies? 

So, what should a Christian do with the people like this in our lives? Well, first, we have to 

remember that we are Christians. We are bought and paid for by the blood of the son of God. 

We have proclaimed him not only savior, but Lord. Besides religious references, we don’t use 

the word “lord” too much any more, but hopefully we get the meaning of it. A Lord was 

someone who had power over you, who created the rules for you, who may have decided your 

vocation, what land you worked and lived on, and so forth. So calling Jesus Lord means that he 

has the right to exercise power over us, not in a burdensome way, but in a way that is freeing, 

because he knows what we should do.  

If you’ve had someone actively working against you, or being hostile to you, you also know the 

difficulty with which we approach today’s Gospel passage. Loving someone who is indifferent to 



you is hard enough, never mind loving someone who hates your guts, is working against you, 

has nothing nice to say about you. In the case of Jesus, he had enemies who wanted him dead. 

And yet, in the face of his enemies’ worst work, the crucifixion, he told his father to forgive 

them because “they didn’t know what they were doing”.  

Would it make a difference to you if you knew your enemies didn’t know what they were 

doing? If we framed the behavior of those we don’t like in a different light? It’s hard to do this 

because it requires some empathy, but I want us to see our enemies like Jesus saw his, as 

people who didn’t know what they were doing, who were clueless about their behavior. Much 

like Homer Simpson, who had no idea why Frank Grimes would be so upset with him, there are 

people in our lives that really have no idea what they are really causing, or even why they are 

doing it. I’d submit to you this morning that this is true, that anyone who hates with the kind of 

vitriol that causes diametric opposition to another human being isn’t quite thinking right.  

But that’s not our first instinct, is it? Our first instinct isn’t to have pity, never mind love 

someone who is opposed to us. We get hit, we want to hit back. We desire the retribution. In 

fact, it’s often not even a question, right? It certainly isn’t when it comes to warring countries. 

Of course we’ll retaliate if someone attacks us. It’s not a question of if, but how. And yet Jesus 

is telling us to deny that instinct. But, to what end? What is the ultimate goal? If you turn the 

other cheek, as Jesus told us to in the sermon on the mount, won’t there just be another slap 

awaiting us? That’s certainly a reality.  

But notice the examples Jesus gives us regarding our enemies and how we are to treat them: 

• If someone demands your coat, offer your shirt also 

• When things are taken away from you, don’t try to get them back 

• Lend to them without expecting to be repaid 

Our first reaction when we read these passages is to somehow explain them away. Certainly, 

we think, these are extreme examples or exaggeration or hyperbole. There is no way that Jesus 

is saying that we should give even more to someone who takes something from us. Even if he 

is, I’m not going to do that. And I’m certainly not going to lend money to an enemy; I don’t even 

want to lend money to my friends, if we’re honest.  

Is that your reaction to this passage? You’re not alone. We read passages like this, like the 

sermon on the mount, and find that we are not up to the challenge, and sometimes we don’t 

even want to be. I get that. It makes sense to me. But, here’s my other question: have you ever 

tried to do these things, even as an experiment, to see what happens? I know my first 

inclination is to not want to give to people who are hurting me, and that really makes logical 

sense.  

Here’s the tension in this passage, and it’s one that we must wrestle with to get to the heart of 

what Jesus is saying. You see, Christians live in a dual citizenship situation. We reside here on 

earth, we have a home in heaven. And because we live here on earth, we want to do things the 



way people on earth do them. We’re tempted to play by the rules that everyone else does, and 

there’s a great pressure to do so. On the other hand, we’re living spiritual lives and eventually 

moving to a spiritual kingdom where the rules are different. Not only that, but our goals are 

different than what the world says our goals should be. We’re told to follow our dreams, or 

earn more money, or any number of things that the world pressures us to do. On the other 

hand, God’s kingdom is not of this world, and we aren’t supposed to follow the rules of this 

world. Where worldly goals have us seeking our own interest, kingdom goals have us seeking 

the interest of others. And how, ultimately, do we seek the interest of others? By getting them 

into the kingdom as well.  

So, if I want to get people into the kingdom, because it’s the best possible situation for them, 

how do I that? There are a variety of things that we’re called to do as Christians to accomplish 

this goal, but ultimately it’s God doing it through us. Remember that. Because when loving your 

enemies gets hard, which it will, we have to rely on God to do it through us. So, back to the 

goal. Our goal is to get everyone into the kingdom, even people we don’t like. And how do we 

do that? By continually fighting them, making sure we get our way, keeping everything we 

have? Probably not. And this is what Jesus is saying, that we don’t love our enemies for no 

reason. No, we want them to come along for the ride and end up in heaven as well. How many 

of us can honestly say that we want people that have hurt us repeatedly in heaven with us 

forever? And yet, that’s the calling. That’s the deal.  

And it’s all because God loves everyone. And he created everyone. That person that just grinds 

your gears to no end? He loved and created that person. That person that tears you to shreds 

verbally? He loved and created that person. So, then, the question becomes, how can be bring 

about an understanding of the gospel in their lives? By doing this weird stuff that the world 

would never do, by loving them. It makes no sense from a worldly standpoint, but from a 

kingdom standpoint, it accomplishes the goals of our Father in heaven. 

Does this mean that we never push back against the world? It seems that in the New 

Testament, that Jesus and the disciples were far more concerned with heavenly things than 

worldly things. We are to forgive 70 x 7, according to Jesus, meaning that we are to forgive 

much. On the other hand, there are times when it is appropriate to part ways with people or 

stick up for yourself. There are at least two examples in the New Testament, the first is when 

Jesus sends out the twelve and tells them to shake the dust off their feet and leave if people 

refuse to hear the gospel.  The second is when Paul appeals to Rome as a Roman citizen. Both 

scenarios, however, have to do with doing the will of the Father. And so the question becomes, 

what in my interactions with my enemies, my friends, my family, my church family…what in 

those interactions accomplishes something eternal? Will love in the face of hate do something 

that yields eternal ramifications? As a rule, yes.  

But the good news is that we don’t have to do all this alone. God has sent the counselor, the 

Holy Spirit, to give us the wisdom and the patience to deal with the trials and troubles of this 

world, including those who persecute. And when we are dealing with them, we deal with them 



as servants of the Most High God, not as people who are autonomous and free to do as we see 

fit.  

In that passage where Jesus is sending out the twelve, he tells them that persecution is an 

opportunity. He says, “17 But beware! For you will be handed over to the courts and will be 

flogged with whips in the synagogues. 18 You will stand trial before governors and kings 

because you are my followers. But this will be your opportunity to tell the rulers and other 

unbelievers about me. 19 When you are arrested, don’t worry about how to respond or what to 

say. God will give you the right words at the right time.” When our enemies attack, it’s an 

opportunity to share the good news of Jesus Christ. It’s not the time to proclaim whatever 

rights we think we have or to push any agenda other than the Gospel. What’s funny about how 

the kingdom works is that, when bad things happen, that is often our entrance into a chance to 

show how great God is. It may not feel like that, and every fiber of our humanness may be 

crying out that this situation is bad, but that’s our humanness talking. The Spirit sees it 

differently.  

There’s a temptation to ask the question, “how far do we go? Do we just allow people to walk 

all over us?” We know that Jesus was blunt to the religious leaders about their behavior, and 

we know that Paul was bold in his preaching. There is a point where you say, “no”, but only 

when it benefits the kingdom. If someone’s behavior is causing harm to the cause of Christ, we 

put our foot down interpersonally. But what that looks like is far different from the way we 

often do it, with worldly power. Instead, we do it with quiet strength, conviction and love with 

the person or people involved. Those two scenarios are very different from each other. Jesus 

also says in that Matthew passage that “When you are persecuted in one town, flee to the 

next.” Again, the concern is about kingdom work and getting that accomplished.  

In the comparable Matthew passage, Jesus follows his instruction to love your enemies with 

this: “In that way, you will be acting as true children of your Father in heaven. For he gives his 

sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the unjust alike.” If 

God lets the rain and sun fall on the just and the unjust equally, then it follows that we must let 

our love fall on everyone equally. It’s a beautiful way to look at it, isn’t it? To see that our love 

can fall on everyone through the power of God within us, and that way we’re not worried about 

who gets love, or how much love they get. We’re just concerned about giving it. 

The Old Testament gives us a clue as to how to approach this whole “love your enemies” thing 

as well. There are a bunch of what I would call community expectations in Exodus, and chapter 

23 has this curious passage in it, verses 4 and 5: 4 “If you come upon your enemy’s ox or donkey 

that has strayed away, take it back to its owner. 5 If you see that the donkey of someone who 

hates you has collapsed under its load, do not walk by. Instead, stop and help.” Now, let’s be 

honest. Who wants to do that? For a lot of us, our initial thought might be, “well, serves him 

right. He’s been nasty to me forever. Why should I help him? He wouldn’t do the same for me.” 

But notice that God doesn’t give that out to us. He doesn’t say it must be equal. Because God’s 

love is never equal. It’s always more. We recently finished a series on the worship song, “His 



Mercy is More”, and the reason why we wanted to preach that series is so that we could see 

how Jesus and God displayed extra mercy to situations that normally, in our sense of fairness, 

we would say, “well, that’s what they get for doing this or that”. Thank God that He doesn’t see 

us like that. Thank God that He doesn’t say, “well, you did something stupid, something sinful, 

so you’re gonna get punished. And that’s that”. And while God’s wrath is a real thing, He never 

leaves it there.  

So just like when God disciplines, he doesn’t just leave us there with no hope and punishment. 

He says, yeah, you did wrong, but along with discipline I’m going to give you hope. He’s very 

clear about the standard, about the life we’re called to lead, and how disciplines those he loves, 

but because He loves, He also gives hope. To model that behavior, we become hope givers as 

well. When someone wrongs us, we can’t just hate them and leave it there, because we are 

called to something higher, something far more important. And it’s hard. And we can’t do it 

alone. It might even go against every fiber of our being to help someone that hates us with 

their collapsed donkey, or their flat tire, or whatever it is that you see them struggling with. But 

that’s exactly why it’s so important, why it accomplishes kingdom work, because it’s so 

unexpected. And we don’t have to do it alone, but with the strength that only comes from God.  

The good news is that we can love as He first loved us. And we have the ultimate example of 

this love in Jesus and his death on a cross. We don’t have to look around for examples of what 

this kind of love might look like. And although what it looks like is challenging, it also means 

that we rely on the Father for our ability to do it, because we can’t do it in and of ourselves. 

God loving through us is how it’s done. God’s standards are high, in fact they are impossible to 

meet on our own. That’s where Jesus comes in and continually does this amazing work in us 

and through us to accomplish his will. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


