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Word of God Speak 2: Truth Rings True 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

 

1 Kings 3:10-28 (NLT) 10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for 

wisdom. 11 So God replied, “Because you have asked for wisdom in 

governing my people with justice and have not asked for a long life or 

wealth or the death of your enemies— 12 I will give you what you asked for! 

I will give you a wise and understanding heart such as no one else has had or 

ever will have! 13 And I will also give you what you did not ask for—riches 

and fame! No other king in all the world will be compared to you for the rest 

of your life! 14 And if you follow me and obey my decrees and my 

commands as your father, David, did, I will give you a long life.” 

15 Then Solomon woke up and realized it had been a dream. He returned to 

Jerusalem and stood before the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant, where he 

sacrificed burnt offerings and peace offerings. Then he invited all his 

officials to a great banquet. 

16 Some time later two prostitutes came to the king to have an argument 

settled. 17 “Please, my lord,” one of them began, “this woman and I live in 

the same house. I gave birth to a baby while she was with me in the 

house. 18 Three days later this woman also had a baby. We were alone; there 

were only two of us in the house. 

19 “But her baby died during the night when she rolled over on it. 20 Then she 

got up in the night and took my son from beside me while I was asleep. She 

laid her dead child in my arms and took mine to sleep beside her. 21 And in 

the morning when I tried to nurse my son, he was dead! But when I looked 

more closely in the morning light, I saw that it wasn’t my son at all.” 

22 Then the other woman interrupted, “It certainly was your son, and the 

living child is mine.” 

“No,” the first woman said, “the living child is mine, and the dead one is 

yours.” And so they argued back and forth before the king. 

23 Then the king said, “Let’s get the facts straight. Both of you claim the 

living child is yours, and each says that the dead one belongs to the 

other. 24 All right, bring me a sword.” So a sword was brought to the king. 
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25 Then he said, “Cut the living child in two, and give half to one woman and 

half to the other!” 

26 Then the woman who was the real mother of the living child, and who 

loved him very much, cried out, “Oh no, my lord! Give her the child—

please do not kill him!” 

But the other woman said, “All right, he will be neither yours nor mine; 

divide him between us!” 

27 Then the king said, “Do not kill the child, but give him to the woman who 

wants him to live, for she is his mother!” 

28 When all Israel heard the king’s decision, the people were in awe of the 

king, for they saw the wisdom God had given him for rendering justice. 

 

1 John 2:7-8 (NLT) 7 Dear friends, I am not writing a new commandment 

for you; rather it is an old one you have had from the very beginning. This 

old commandment—to love one another—is the same message you heard 

before. 8 Yet it is also new. Jesus lived the truth of this commandment, and 

you also are living it. For the darkness is disappearing, and the true light is 

already shining. 

 

John 10:22-30 (NLT) 22 It was now winter, and Jesus was in Jerusalem at 

the time of Hanukkah, the Festival of Dedication. 23 He was in the Temple, 

walking through the section known as Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The people 

surrounded him and asked, “How long are you going to keep us in suspense? 

If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 
25 Jesus replied, “I have already told you, and you don’t believe me. The 

proof is the work I do in my Father’s name. 26 But you don’t believe me 

because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know 

them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never 

perish. No one can snatch them away from me, 29 for my Father has given 

them to me, and he is more powerful than anyone else. No one can snatch 

them from the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.” 
31 Once again the people picked up stones to kill him. 32 Jesus said, “At my 

Father’s direction I have done many good works. For which one are you 

going to stone me?” 33 They replied, “We’re stoning you not for any good 

work, but for blasphemy! You, a mere man, claim to be God.” 
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This morning God is going to give you an insight on Truth.  As 

Jesus promised You will be inspired to see the world as God 

does.  The true reality of this world we all share.  I invite you to 

ask – Word of God speak.   

 

God is going to change us through three unmistakable 

moments in the past when a person’s voice rang out with 

Truth.  A mother’s cry, a profanity which Jesus spoke and a 

promise God speaks directly to you.       

 

 

…the real mother of the living child, and who loved him very 

much, cried out…  - 1 Kings 3:26 

 

Can you imagine?  This was no small whimper … this was the 

desperate guttural cry of love.  In the Kings court where you 

did not as a rule raise your voice.  A cry of love echoing 

through the chamber.  And then the silent pause as Truth 

makes itself known.  

 

Can you imagine?  Solomon doesn’t imply that he is going to 

cut the child in two.  He has the blade brought into the room 

for these two mothers to see!  Those mothers were looking at 

an instrument of death and one threw herself in its path while 

the other (out of jealousy? fear?) hands a child over to the 

cruelty of man’s devices.   

 

Can you imagine how truth Rang out from the depths of the 

real mother’s heart that day?   

 

Truth Rings True. 

 

You know how I know Truth rings true. Because I had no 

plans, not on Mother’s Day, on saying anything about the fresh 
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topic of abortion thrust into the spotlight this week… But God 

did, for someone.  I only wanted to dwell on the cry of the of 

the mother, but as soon as I wrote the words down, I heard it.  

One mom choose this, the other that.  Perhaps what God is 

saying is I forgive you.  That happened, it was real, I forgive 

you…  I don’t know but I do know Truth rings true.)  

 

Truth Rings True.   Do you believe it?  Have you experienced 

this?  Truth Rings True.  You know what is real when you 

hear it.   

 

And I am not talking about the right facts or fake news - am I.   

I am talking about messy emotional human realities that can 

not be summarized by legal arguments or logical reason.  I am 

talking about dichotomies were two things that cannot exist 

together … well they do.   Truth!   Truth deeper than words.   

 

Tears of Joy.  A mother experiencing both relief and fear at the 

same time.  She must protect this child at all costs and yet she 

is relived because he has already been redeemed.  Truth, deep 

truth, what matters!!... Truth often lives where two different 

realities meet.   

 

And it always, always rings true when we dare say it out loud.  

When we are willing to overcome the fear of being canceled or 

misunderstood for the mere chance that God can form the 

right words through our humble lips to bring the wisdom of 

truth in the moment.  For the mere chance that God can speak 

through us the truth of any given moment.  

 

Truth rings true.  As soon as we hear it.  The mind can play its 

tricks of justification, arguments or defensive posturing… But 

we know, we know when the truth of a moment comes to light.  

The words, the actions, a gift or simple gesture.   
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However today we dwell on the ringing part.  The words that 

are spoken that give us life.  Today we ask - Word of God 

speak.   

 

And God speaks!  The cry of the real father who loves you very 

much – echoing through the chamber - making itself known.   

 

 

Somewhere in Seminary I realized this truth.  And I live by it.  

I am completely confident that if the truth of a moment can be 

labeled, claimed, spoken out loud – it will ring true.    

 

Of course this mater for a sermon or a bible study right.  I 

trust not in my ability, but in God to shape words in my mind 

that will ring true in different ways for many different 

situations we carry with us into our discussions about God.  I 

am completely convinced that what God wants you to hear you 

will hear and the rest will fall away.   

 

That matters for the sermon and the Bible study, but also for 

our everyday casual conversations.  I completely believe that I 

can utter the thoughts of my heart.  Ideas and phrases driven 

by compassion and a desire to help.  I can throw them out 

there and some of it is going to sound like complete nonsense.  

And that is because that is not what God has to say in the 

moment.  But some of it will ring true.  The truth that needs to 

be heard is no longer hidden.   

 

 

Did you know that Jesus swore?  Vulgarities, expletives, 

blasphemes come flying out of his mouth on a regular basis.   

 

You, a mere man, claim to be God.  – John 10:33 
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Jesus said, “At my Father’s direction I have done many good 

works. For which one are you going to stone me?” 33 They 

replied, “We’re stoning you not for any good work, but for 

blasphemy! You, a mere man, claim to be God.” 

 

A blasphemy is a profanity.  I know horrible set up.  Jesus did 

say some pretty outlandish things though.  He called people 

idiots to their face.  Lots of tongue in check expressions that 

were deeply insulting … and almost with out exception to the 

church leaders. 

 

 You, a mere man, claim to be God.  – John 10:33 

 

This is an excellent example of Truth ringing true.  There were 

people, several of them, holding rocks in their hands, caulked 

back ready to throw… for the second time.  When one of the 

guys said it out loud.  How many of them with a rock in their 

hands or having just thrown one … thought to themselves, 

‘What if he is?’   

 

You, a mere man, claim to be God.  – John 10:33 (hold rock mid 

throw)  

 

What if that is true?  What if he and the Father are one?  

What am I doing? (rock thuds to the ground)  

 

Even if it was just one it was worth it.  Right?  And this is 

Jesus, God in human flesh, he knows how we think, he set this 

whole thing up, he asked the question with the simple hope 

that just one person might dare to believe that God loves him 

enough to step between him and the cruelties of man.   
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My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. – 

John 10:27 

 

I am not sure how loud those words rang true in the first 

moment they were uttered.  But the reality is they weren’t 

spoken just for those who were there at the time.  Those words 

were spoken a s promise to you today.   

 

God knows you.  Hear me clearly.  I didn’t just say God knows 

your spouse who deserves it.  I didn’t say God knows good 

Christian people who follow the rules.  I said God knows you!   

 

God’s knows you, and you know His voice you trust it and 

follow it.  Like a sheep who has had the shelter of the same 

constant protector long enough to come running when they 

hear him call.   

 

I am your Father! I am your God!  I am your protector!  

Nothing can separate you from me!  You are mine!!  

 

You know God’s voice when He speaks.  Truth rings true.   

 

…the real mother of the living child, and who loved him very 

much, cried out…  - 1 Kings 3:26 

 

The real father of the living child, who loved her very much, 

cries out…  

 

I am your Father! I am your God!  I am your protector!  

Nothing can separate you from me!  You are mine!!  

 

God loves and protects … you!                   

Word of God speak! 


