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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
JANUARY 2, 2022 

8:00 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Children’s Outreach Director: Christine Murray 

Youth Director: Brian Phipps 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

 
“I was glad when they said to me,  

‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” (Psalm 122:1) 

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church  
8:00 am 

JANUARY 2, 2022 
 

Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 
 

PRELUDE                                               Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OPENING HYMN    “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” p. 354  v.1 & 3  
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THE KYRIE 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen 
Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
  whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the  
  inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and                     

    worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All:  Amen 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
 
SILENCE FOR REFLECTION AND SELF-EXAMINATION 
 
 
Pastor: Most merciful God, 
All: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

Pastor:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen 
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HYMN OF PRAISE       “This Is the Feast” 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                  
 
THE OFFERING                                                                       Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OUR RESPONSE                  “Let the Vineyards” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
OUR FIRST OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  
1 Kings 8:22-23, 37-39 
Reader: 
 
22

 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in front of the whole assembly of 
Israel, spread out his hands toward heaven 

23
 and said: “Lord, the God of Israel, there is 

no God like you in heaven above or on earth below—you who keep your covenant of 
love with your servants who continue wholeheartedly in your way. 

37 
“When famine or 

plague comes to the land, or blight or mildew, locusts or grasshoppers, or when an 
enemy besieges them in any of their cities, whatever disaster or disease may 
come, 

38 
and when a prayer or plea is made by anyone among your people Israel—

being aware of the afflictions of their own hearts, and spreading out their 
hands toward this temple— 

39 
then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. Forgive and 

act; deal with everyone according to all they do, since you know their hearts (for you 
alone know every human heart),  

OUR SECOND OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 
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7
 This is what the Lord says: “Sing with joy for Jacob; shout for the foremost of the nations. 

Make your praises heard, and say, ‘Lord, save your people, the remnant of Israel.’ 
8
 See, I will 

bring them from the land of the north and gather them from the ends of the earth. Among 
them will be the blind and the lame,  expectant mothers and women in labor; a great throng 
will return. 

9
 They will come with weeping; they will pray as I bring them back. I will lead them 

beside streams of water on a level path where they will not stumble, because I am Israel’s 
father, and Ephraim is my firstborn son. 

10
 “Hear the word of the Lord, you nations; proclaim it 

in distant coastlands: ‘He who scattered Israel will gather them and will watch over his flock 
like a shepherd.’ 

11
 For the Lord will deliver Jacob  and redeem them from the hand of those 

stronger than they. 
12

 They will come and shout for joy on the heights of Zion; they will rejoice 
in the bounty of the Lord—the grain, the new wine and the olive oil, the young of the 
flocks and herds. They will be like a well-watered garden, and they will sorrow no more. 
13

 Then young women will dance and be glad, young men and old as well. I will turn their 
mourning into gladness; I will give them comfort and joy instead of sorrow. 

14
 I will satisfy the 

priests with abundance, and my people will be filled with my bounty,” 
declares the Lord. 

OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
John 1:10-18 

 
 

 

10 
He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not 

recognize him. 
11 

He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 
12 

Yet to 
all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God— 

13 
children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 

husband’s will, but born of God. 

14 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 

of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

15 
(John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I 

said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”) 
16 

Out of his 
fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. 

17 
For the law was given 

through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
18 

No one has ever seen God, but 
the one and only Son, who is himself God and

[a]
 is in closest relationship with the Father, has 

made him known. 

 

 

 
MESSAGE                                                         
                                                  “Where’s God In Covid? 
                                                      By Pastor Kurt Hoover 
                                             (Copies of this sermon and  
                 others can be found in the narthex 
                                              and online at mlcjoliet.org)   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1%3A10-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26063a
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HYMN                  “Just a Closer Walk With Thee”  p. 380   v. 1 & 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORDS OF FAITH                                                                     The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He ascended into 
Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  
  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
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Pastor:  It is indeed right and salutary...we praise Your name and join   
          their unending hymn: 

 

Pastor: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world 

you gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should not 

perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you 

have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit 

into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as He 

comes to us in His holy supper. 

All: Amen. Come Lord Jesus 

 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Servers: 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                     “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
p. 209 (2X), p. 204 v.1-4, p. 102 (2X) 
 
THE COMMUNION BLESSING & POST COMMUNION HYMN 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of  
  those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus    
          Christ our Lord. 
All:  Amen 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING HYMN              “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed?” p. 208   v.1 –5 

 
POSTLUDE                                                                      Rose Ann Sochan 
 

God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 
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MLC NEWS 

 
 

CONNECT WITH MESSIAH 
We have a new way that you can connect with us! You can use this 
QR code to let us know you’re new, tell us that you’re interested 
in next steps at MLC, submit prayer requests, fill out a connection 

card, and give online. Scan it now to connect with MLC. 
 
 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet. 
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Office hours are Monday-Friday, 9 am to 5 pm, and Saturday by appointment. The 
church office will be closed December 27, December 31 and New Year’s Day. 

 
YOUTH CHOIR 

The Youth Choir will practice on Wednesday nights at 6:00 – 6:30 pm (right before 
AWANA and Head 2 Heart). Your child ages Kindergarten – 8th grade can worship 

the Lord through song with their friends.  Our performances will usually happen once 
a month at the 9:30 and ll:00 Sunday services.  Please email Sherri Unyi at un-

yi86@comcast.net to register your child.   
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS (5:30 pm) 
Wednesday night meals will continue at 5:30 pm on January 5. Come join us for 

some great food and fellowship! 

 

GET INVOLVED 

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers are needed to serve dinner at Daybreak Homeless Shelter in Joliet. The 
commitment is from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on the second Monday of each month. A 

team of Messiah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve dinner. Food do-
nation needs include canned fruit cocktail, juice, potato salad, buns, baked beans and 

cookies. Sign up in the narthex. 
 

MICRO PANTRY 
Messiah has developed a micro-food pantry that is housed in the closet across from 
the church office. This ministry is 100% donation driven and maintained by the Evan-
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gelism board. You can support this ministry through prayer, and through monetary or 
food donations. Contact the church office for more info. 

 
MESSIAH QUILTERS 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 18, 2022 from 9 am – 12 pm. If you 
would like to sew at home, we have many quilt tops that need to be sewn together.  
Everything is prepared in kit form for you.  If this is something you would like to do, 

contact Kathy Mueller at scpbklane@aol.com for more information. 
 

MEMORY BEARS 
The Memory Bears Life Group meets together once a month to make teddy bears out 

of clothing from people who have passed away to comfort the grieving.  We also 
make and sell bears once a year to raise money for supplies and children’s chari-
ties.  With the lost time with Covid and orders having not slowed down, we really 

could use your help.  We meet the Fourth Tuesday of each month from 9:00 am to 
Noon. Joining a Life Group like this is a great way to meet new people and help with 

an important mission. Contact Cindi Souza at 815 931-8478 for more information.  

 
MLC MESSIAH KIDS 

 
MESSIAH KIDS REMIND GROUP 

Parents of Sunday School aged children (Kindergarten through sixth grade), you can 
join the Messiah Kids Remind group by texting the code mlcmk to 81010.  

 
MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY 11 AM 

Messiah Kids continues during the 11:00am service! 
Here’s how it works: you will check in for the service like you do for Sunday School at 
the computer in the narthex. Then just before the sermon the kids will be dismissed 

and can leave to be with their friends. They will meet leaders in the narthex and head 
to the FLC for games. It’s for all kids grades K-5th. Volunteers are needed! See Kimber 

Drummond or Pastor Dave to get involved. 
 

MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Messiah Kids Sunday school continues today at 9:30 am. You can register for it online 

at mlcjoliet.org.  
 

AWANA (Wednesday nights at 6:30 pm) 
For Prek-6th grade, Awana is a great time of games and learning about the Bible. 

Don't miss out! Awana starts back up January 5th. 
 

MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Messiah Kids Sunday school continues next week at 9:30 am. You can register for it 

online at mlcjoliet.org.  
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MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 
 

S.A.L.T. (Sundays at 4:30 pm) 
High school students, come out for a time of fellowship, fun and talking about God.  

 
HEAD2HEART (Wednesdays at 6:15 pm) 
Middle school students confirmation class.  

 
HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Sunday school for high school students (9th-12th grade) meets every Sunday. We 
meet in the youth room in the Family Life Center. 

 
WINTER JAM (January 21) 

Featuring Skillet and six other bands, this concert will rock! More details to come. 

 
EVENTS 

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the Fireside Room. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more information.  
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Insight, our Sunday morning Life group, is happening in the Fellowship Hall.   

January class schedule: 
2: NO INSIGHT (New Years break) 

9: Dave Nygard (What does God know about us that we don’t know)  
16: Lloyd Evans (Saul called Paul, part 1) 

23: Doug Potts (Listening)  
30: Lloyd Evans (Saul called Paul, part 2) 

 
MOSAIC (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Mosaic is a “next level” Life Group ministry for 20-30 somethings AKA Mosaics or Mil-
lennials.  Mosaic focuses on a life of worship through; service, fellowship, prayer, and 
music, all the while discussing Biblical truths. To join this group, simply come to the 

study at the Mosaic room (the classroom off of the fellowship hall).  
 

There will be no children’s or adult Sunday school on January 2. 
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COMING IN JANUARY  
 

PAUL IN PRISON CLASS (Wednesday, Jan. 12 from 6:30 to 8 pm) 
Join us for a discussion on Paul’s persecution and imprisonment for preaching the 

Gospel and how it relates to our world today. 
 

PIZZA WITH THE PASTORS (Sunday, January 16 at noon) 
PWTP is a great way to know the staff of Messiah Lutheran church and give them a 
chance to know you.  We will also lay out the steps for becoming a member of the 

church.   
 

SACRAMENTS 101 CLASS (Wednesday, Jan. 19 & 26th from 6:30 to 8 pm) 
What are the things that Christ did and encourages all Christians to do as well?  The 
Sacraments.  This is a class designed for those new to the Lutheran church and for 

parents bring their children to the Baptismal font.  Join us in a discussion of the Cate-
chism and how God makes himself known.  

 
A WEEK OF PRAYER AND FASTING 

 The week of January 2nd-9th the Evangelism Board is calling the whole church to join 
in prayer.  These have been trying years for the people of the church.  It is the time for 
each of us to examine our relationship with God through the work of the church.   In 
worship on January 2nd you will receive a devotional prayer guide.  Please set aside 

five minutes each day to pray together as the church.    
 

WHERE’S GOD? 
To bookend our week of prayer and fasting we will be tackling two bold topics: Jan 
2nd - Where is God in Covid?  & Jan 9th - Where is God in the Culture War?  Please 
be in prayer as we ask for God's guidance and perspective on a whole new year.   

 
 

ENCORE GOING TO FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 
Our 55 and older group called Encore is headed to Feed My Starving Children on 

Wednesday February 16, 2022 at 11:30 AM - 1:15 PM. It’s a great opportunity to serve 
those in need in the world, and great fellowship as well. You can get more info by 

contacting Pastor Dave at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org. 
 

ENCORE HEADED TO ARK ENCOUNTER 
Our Encore group is also headed to the Ark Encounter, located south of Cincinnati, 

OH in Williamstown, KY. The trip is planned for April 19-21, 2022. The estimated cost 
of the entire trip is $300. Contact Pastor Dave at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more 

info.  
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STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 45 
9:30 am: 26 
11:00 am: 59 

 
Online: 178 

MSM: — 
Messiah Kids SS: — 
Insight/Mosaic: — 

 
Christmas Eve Services: 251 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please call the church office or sign up 

in the church narthex.  

2021 BUDGET 

 
Yearly Operating Budget: $673,238 
Average Need Each Week: $12,946 

Received last week: $14,088 
Received year-to-date: $585,748 
Needed year-to-date: $673,238 

 
Christmas Eve: $4220 

 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (January 2) 
8:00 Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
MONDAY (January 3) 

9 am CCHC Homeschool 
TUESDAY (January 4) 

N/A 
WEDNESDAY (January 5) 

9 am Classical Conversations Homeschool 
6 pm Youth Choir 

6:15 pm Head2Heart 
6:30 pm Awana 

THURSDAY (January 6) 
10 am Prayer Group 

11:30 am Staff Meeting 
FRIDAY (January 7) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (January 8) 

N/A 
NEXT SUNDAY (January 9) 

8:00 Worship 
9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 Insight Life Group 
9:30 Mosaic Life Group 

9:30 Sunday School 
9:30 am HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
11 am Messiah Kids 

4:30 pm S.A.L.T. 

STEWARDSHIP VERSE 
OF THE WEEK 

 
2 Corinthians 8:2 

"They were filled with abundant joy, 
which was overflowed in rich generosity." 


