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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
JANUARY 29, 2023 

9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church 
JANUARY 29, 2023 

9:30 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                               Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OPENING HYMN       “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”  p. 228   v. 1, 2 & 4 
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LITANY ADAPTED FROM PROVERBS 29 
 
 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR                  “Holy Is The Lord” 
Led by Season Lawler 

 

Whoever stubbornly refuses to accept criticism 
will suddenly be destroyed beyond recovery. 
When the godly are in authority, the people rejoice. 
But when the wicked are in power, they groan. 
The man who loves wisdom brings joy to his father, 
but if he hangs around with prostitutes, his wealth is wasted. 
A just king gives stability to his nation, 
but one who demands bribes destroys it. 
When the wicked are in authority, sin flourishes, 
but the godly will live to see their downfall. 
Discipline your children, and they will give you peace of mind 
and will make your heart glad. 
When people do not accept divine guidance, they run wild. 
But whoever obeys the law is joyful. 
We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 

Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
 
All: 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE                    “How Great Thou Art”  p. 4    v. 1, 3 & 4 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE       “Near the Cross”    p. 385   v. 1, 2 & 4 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  

  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin 

I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but 
some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliv-
er and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are  
forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  
Amen. 

 
THE OFFERING                                                                                    Rose Ann Sochan                       
 
OUR RESPONSE 
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OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Leviticus 24:1-4 (NLT) 
Reader: Marcy Vickers 
 
The Lord said to Moses, 

2 
“Command the people of Israel to bring you pure oil of 

pressed olives for the light, to keep the lamps burning continually. 
3 

This is the 
lampstand that stands in the Tabernacle, in front of the inner curtain that shields the Ark 
of the Covenant.

[a]
 Aaron must keep the lamps burning in the Lord’s presence all night. 

This is a permanent law for you, and it must be observed from generation to genera-
tion. 

4 
Aaron and the priests must tend the lamps on the pure gold lampstand continual-

ly in the Lord’s presence.  

OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
Luke 12:35-40 (NLT)

 

 

 

 

 

35 
“Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning, 

36 
as though you were waiting 

for your master to return from the wedding feast. Then you will be ready to open the 
door and let him in the moment he arrives and knocks. 

37 
The servants who are ready 

and waiting for his return will be rewarded. I tell you the truth, he himself will seat them, 
put on an apron, and serve them as they sit and eat! 

38 
He may come in the middle of 

the night or just before dawn.
[d]

 But whenever he comes, he will reward the servants 
who are ready. 

39 
“Understand this: If a homeowner knew exactly when a burglar was coming, he would 

not permit his house to be broken into. 
40 

You also must be ready all the time, for the 
Son of Man will come when least expected.” (Luke 12:35-40) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
MESSAGE          

 
“Return 4: Get Ready”  

by Lloyd Evans  
(Copies of this sermon and others can be found in the narthex) 

 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=leviticus+24%3A1-14&version=NLT#fen-NLT-3450a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+12&version=NLT#fen-NLT-25466d
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 WORSHIP HYMN            “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”  p. 340  v. 1-3 

WORDS OF FAITH                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He 
rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
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 THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING SONG            “Oh, Our Lord”  v. 1-3  
 
CHORUS: 
Oh, oh, oh, our Lord, oh, oh, oh, our Lord 
How majestic is Your name in all the earth 
 
VERSE 1: 
We behold the breaking dawn 
The light that shines over everyone 
We look to You, we long for You, oh Lord 
 
VERSE 2: 
We behold the rising sun 
The earth awaits, Your hope has come 
We look to You, we long for You, oh Lord 
 
VERSE 3: 
We behold the falling rain 
Like waters rise, flood this place 
We reach for You, we cling to You, oh Lord 
 
BRIDGE: 
Oh, Your name is a light in the darkness 
Oh, Your name is the word of truth 
Oh Your name, oh Your name 
 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                          

God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 

 
                          

      CONNECT WITH MESSIAH 
You can use this QR code to let us know you’re new, tell us that 

you’re interested in next steps at MLC, submit prayer requests, fill 
out a connection card, and give online. Scan it now to connect with 

MLC. 
 
 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet. 
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Our office hours are from 9am-3pm Mon-Fri. Saturdays and evenings by appointment. 
The pastors are always available via their cell phones, even outside of “office hours”. 

 
PUBLICATION DEADLINES 

The deadline for submitting items for the weekly bulletin is Wednesday at noon, and 
the deadline for submitting items for the newsletter is the 22nd of each month.  

 
PART-TIME POSITION AT MESSIAH 

Messiah Lutheran Church is looking to hire a paid, part-time office coordinator.  The 
job would involve 15-25 hours per week. The responsibilities would involve answering 
the phone, interacting with pastors and other office staff, data entry, and supporting 

the Public Relation Teams publicity.  Please contact the church office at 815-741-4488 , 
or email the church at hoover119@gmail.com. 

 

GET INVOLVED 
 

MESSIAH QUILTERS 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, February 21st, 2023 from 9 am – 12 pm.  We 

have many quilts ready to be tied and you don’t need any sewing or quilting experi-
ence to help us.  If you are unable to join us and would like to sew at home, we have 
kits available. Contact Kathy Mueller (815-953-6601) at scpbklane@aol.com for more 

information or any questions you may have.   
 

MEMORY BEARS 
The Memory Bears Life Group meets together once a month to make teddy bears out 

of clothing from people who have passed away to comfort the grieving.  We also 
make and sell bears once a year to raise money for supplies and children’s chari-

ties.  We would love to have you join us! We have jobs that do not require sewing as 
well as jobs that do. Please contact Cindi Souza (815-931-8478) for more information.  
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DAYBREAK SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers are needed to serve dinner to at Daybreak Homeless Shelter in Joliet. The com-
mitment is from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on the second Monday of each month. A team of 

Messiah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve dinner. Sign up in the narthex. 
 

MLC MESSIAH KIDS 

 
MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY 11 AM 

We are looking for help to staff this program. Please consider shadowing a leader and 
signing up to help.   

 
MESSIAH KIDS WEDNESDAYS (Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 pm)  

The name has changed (it used to be Awana), but the ministry focus has not. All Kindergar-
ten – 5th graders are encouraged to join us for worship, lessons, games, and connection – 

with the Bible and friends. Stop by Wednesday to see what the fun is all about. 
 

PRE-K THROUGH 5TH GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Make sure to bring your children to Sunday school upstairs every Sunday! 

 
STAY N PLAY (Tuesdays at 9:30 am) 

Stay N Play is a weekly playgroup for children five and younger that meets in the Family 
Life Center on Tuesday mornings from 9:30-11:30.  This group is open to church members 
and to the community.   Parents or caregivers must stay and keep an eye on their children.  

 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

Practice Dates for February are :  
2/5, 2/12, 2/19 (Sundays 10:45-11:15) 

Performances are: 
2/26 at 9:30 and 11 services 

Come join the fun and sing with your friends! Children’s Choir is for k-8th grade. 

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
6th-8th & 9th-12th GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Sunday school continues this week. Middle school meets in the youth room and high 
school will be meeting in the Gathering House 

 
HEAD2HEART (Wednesdays at 6:15 pm) 

Head2Heart is for all middle school students. 
 

SALT (Sundays from 4:30-6 pm) 
Hey high school students, SALT continues this Sunday. Make sure to come out for some 

great fellowship, fun and teaching.  
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EVENTS 

 
PRAYER TEAM (Thursdays at 10:15 am)  

In the Fireside Room. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more information.  
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Join us for adult Sunday school in the Fellowship Hall. Mosaic and adults will meet to-

gether for January.  
January 29th - Doug Potts (Revelation) 

 
CHOSEN LIFE GROUP (Tuesdays 6:30 to 8 pm) 

We'll be meeting at Harold & Donna Stier’s home and Jeanette will continue to lead 
the study of the Synoptic Gospels as we are waiting for the season 3 Bible study to 

come out.  
 

FAITH & BODY CHALLENGE LIFE GROUP (Thursdays 9 to 10 am) 
We are be meeting on Thursday Mornings between 9am -10am in the Family Life Cen-
ter until the end of April. The Health Challenge for January will be to lower your added 

sugar.  Our Faith and Body Challenge ministry is a group dedicated to help improve 
their health with light movement and stretching and encouraging each other through 
faith.  Each month there will be a new healthy challenge. There is no cost, and you may 
meet a new friend. Please contact Sherri Unyi at 815-741-4488 if you have any ques-

tions.   Please register here: 
 

https://messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1492622 
 

VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER (February 11 at 4:30 pm) 
Sign up in the narthex to attend this wonderful event! 

 
O.W.L.S. (Tuesday, February 14 at noon) 

Our next Gathering will Be Tuesday Feb. 14th at Noon in the Fellowship Hall. The 
theme is Jesus is my Valentine. Chef Dave and his culinary apprentice Izak will be 

providing the main parts of our meal: homemade chicken & dumpling soup and pasta 
primavera aglio e. Please sign up in the Narthex to Bring a Salad, Side Dish or a Des-

sert. Our next gathering will be May 9th, 2023. 
 

ASH WEDENSDAY SERVICE (February 22 at 7 pm) 
Come and worship our Lord as we remember His great sacrifice and begin the Lenten 

season. 
 

LENTEN SERVICES (Wednesdays, March 1-March 29 at 7 pm) 
Come join us for Wednesday night worship as we observe Lent. 
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SACRAMENT WORKSHOP (FIRST COMMUNION)  

(Sundays at 9:30 am, March 5th-April 2nd) 
In order to be prepared to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion and all of its 
benefits, 4th grade students and their parent(s) and guardians are invited to partici-
pate in this 5-session workshop. Older students who were previously unable to com-
plete the workshop are also encouraged to attend. Hands-on activities help families 
grow in their understanding of God’s coming to us in and through the sacraments of 

both Holy Communion and Baptism. The workshop culminates in a special 
First Communion service on Maundy Thursday (just before Easter).  

Please sign up with the following link: 
bit.ly/SacWor 

 
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) Group has returned to MLC! 

Calling all moms - from pregnancy onward - to join our new MOPS group. Our goal 
is to create a welcoming community of women where we can find support and 

meaningful connection. In February we will meet on the 10th and 17th from 9:15-
11:15. Subsequent meetings will be held on 1st and 3rd Fridays. Questions? Contact 

Amy Miller-Koenig at amy12miller@gmail.com  
 

We are in need of volunteers for the MOPS Kids program during the MOPS meetings. 
Responsibilities include supervising playtime and facilitating activities, simple crafts, 
and story time. The resources and supplies are provided. Interested in volunteering 

for MOPS kids? Contact Amy Miller-Koenig at  amy12miller@gmail.com  
 

MEN’S RETREAT (April 21-23) 
Men, save the date! MLC’s men’s retreat this year will be April 21-23. There will be 
man food, man time and man fun! A weekend filled with guy stuff.  Watch for more 

details or talk with Mike Brown. 
 

Our annual meeting is today after the 11 am service. 
 

COMMUNITY 

 
Trinity Christian School of Shorewood will be hosting an Open House on Sunday, Jan-

uary 29 from 2:00-4:00 pm. Trinity Christian School serves students in preschool 
through 8th grade and offers options for full-day and half-day kindergarten. Before 
and after school care is also offered during the school year.  Families are welcome to 
take a tour, meet teachers and parents, check out the curriculum and learn about the 
comprehensive Christian education Trinity has to offer.  For more information visit us 
at www.trinitychristian.info, contact us at admissions@trinitychristian.info, or call 815-

577-9310. 
Pre-registration for this event is encouraged and available at   

https://linktr.ee/trinitychristian. Walk-ins are welcome. 
  

Come and See What 30 Years of Academic and Spiritual Excellence Looks Like! 
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STEWARDSHIP &  

ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 57 
9:30 am: 64 
11:00 am: 67 

 
Online: 96 
Insight: 30 

MSM: 6 
Sunday School: 43 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

Today’s altar flowers were sponsored in honor of Gayle Arko's birthday. 
If you would like to purchase altar flowers, call the office at 815-741-4488. 

2023 BUDGET 

 
Yearly Proposed Operating Budget: 

$709,766 
Year to Date Operating Budget: 

$54,597 
Year to Date Giving Received: 

$40,354.40 
 

Average Need Each Week $13,649 
Received last week: $11,183 

 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (January 29) 
8 am Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 
9:30 am Messiah Kids Sunday School 

9:30 am Insight/Mosaic 
11 am Worship 

11 am Messiah Kids 
MONDAY (January 30) 

8 am Cornerstone Homeschool Group 
TUESDAY (January 31) 
9:30 am Stay and Play 

6:30 pm Chosen Life Group 
WEDNESDAY (February 1) 

6:15 pm Head2Heart 
6:30 pm Messiah Kids Wednesdays 

THURSDAY (February 2) 
9 am Faith and Body Challenge Life Group 

10:15 am Prayer Group 
11:30 am Staff Meeting 

7:15 Sanctuary Choir 
FRIDAY (February 3) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (February 4) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (February 5) 

8 am Worship 
9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 
9:30 am Messiah Kids Sunday School 

9:30 am Insight/Mosaic 
11 am Worship 

11 am Messiah Kids STEWARDSHIP VERSE 
OF THE WEEK 

 
Proverbs 3:9 

“Honor the LORD with your wealth and 
with the first of all your produce.” 


