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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
JANUARY 15, 2023 

9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church 
JANUARY 15, 2023 

9:30 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                               Rose Ann Sochan 
 
 
OPENING HYMN       “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”  p. 276   v. 1, 3 & 4 
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LITANY ADAPTED FROM PSALM 9 
 
 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SANCTUARY CHOIR       "Consecrated, Lord to Thee"             (arr. Lloyd Larson) 
Led by herb Alexander  

 

The Lord reigns forever; 
he has established his throne for judgment. 
He rules the world in righteousness 
and judges the peoples with equity. 
The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, 
a stronghold in times of trouble. 
Those who know your name trust in you, 
for you, Lord, have never forsaken those who seek you. 
Sing the praises of the Lord, enthroned in Zion; 
proclaim among the nations what he has done. 
We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 

Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
 
All: 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE                    “Majesty”  p. 74    (2x) 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE       “Jesus, Name Above All Names”    p. 112   (2x) 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  

  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin 

I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but 
some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliv-
er and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are  
forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  
Amen. 

 
THE OFFERING                                                                                    Rose Ann Sochan                          
 
OUR RESPONSE 
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OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Malachi 3:6-18 
Reader: Suzy Prybell 
 
 
6 
“I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 

7 
Ever 

since the time of your ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and have not 
kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty. 
“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’ 
8 

“Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ 
“In tithes and offerings. 

9 
You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are 

robbing me. 
10 

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 
house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the 
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room 
enough to store it. 

11 
I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in 

your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty. 
12 

“Then all 
the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says 
the Lord Almighty. 
13 

“You have spoken arrogantly against me,” says the Lord. “Yet you ask, ‘What have we 
said against you?’ 
14 

“You have said, ‘It is futile to serve God. What do we gain by carrying out his require-
ments and going about like mourners before the Lord Almighty? 

15 
But now we call the 

arrogant blessed. Certainly evildoers prosper, and even when they put God to the test, 
they get away with it.’” 
16 

Then those who feared the Lord talked with each other, and the Lord listened and 
heard. A scroll of remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who 
feared the Lord and honored his name. 
17 

“On the day when I act,” says the Lord Almighty, “they will be my treasured posses-
sion. I will spare them, just as a father has compassion and spares his son who serves 
him. 

18 
And you will again see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, be-

tween those who serve God and those who do not. 
 
OUR EPISTLE LESSON 

Hebrews 2:10-11 
  

 

In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and 
through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect 
through what He suffered. 

11 
Both the one who makes people holy and those who are 

made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and 
sisters.  
 
OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
Luke 2:39-52   
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39 

When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 

40 
And the child grew and became 

strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 
41 

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. 
42 

When 
he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom. 

43 
After 

the festival was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed be-
hind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 

44 
Thinking he was in their company, 

they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and 
friends. 

45 
When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for 

him. 
46 

After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teach-
ers, listening to them and asking them questions. 

47 
Everyone who heard him was 

amazed at his understanding and his answers. 
48 

When his parents saw him, they were 
astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your fa-
ther and I have been anxiously searching for you.” 
49 

“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Fa-
ther’s house?” 

50 
But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

51 
Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his moth-

er treasured all these things in her heart. 
52 

And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and 
in favor with God and man. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MESSAGE          

 
“Return 2: Father’s House”  

by Pastor Kurt Hoover   
(Copies of this sermon and others can be 

found in the narthex) 
 
 
 
 

What Does it Look Like for Your Family 
to Return to the Father’s House?  
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 WORSHIP HYMN            “My Jesus, I Love Thee”  p. 164  v. 1, 2 & 4 

WORDS OF FAITH                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He 
rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
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 THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Servers: Nancy Bertnik and Julie Bajt 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                                         “Lamb of God” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
p. 195 v. 1, 2 & 4,  p. 186 v. 1, 2 & 4 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
All: Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy 
meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith within 
our hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy presence. Melt 
us, mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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 CLOSING SONG                          “House of the Lord” 
 
VERSE 1: 
We worship the God who was, we worship the God who is 
We worship the God who evermore will be 
 
He opened the prison doors, He parted the raging sea 
My God, He holds the victory 
 
CHORUS: 
There's joy in the house of the Lord 
There's joy in the house of the Lord today 
And we won't be quiet, we shout out Your praise 
 
There's joy in the house of the Lord 
Our God is surely in this place 
And we won't be quiet, we shout out Your praise 
 
VERSE 2: 
We sing to the God who heals, we sing to the God who saves 
We sing to the God who always makes a way 
 
'Cause He hung up on that cross, then He rose up from that grave 
My God's still rolling stones away 
 
BRIDGE: 
We were the beggars 
Now we're royalty 
We were the prisoners 
Now we're running free 
We are forgiven, accepted 
Redeemed by His grace 
Let the house of the Lord sing praise 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                          

God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 

 
                          

      CONNECT WITH MESSIAH 
You can use this QR code to let us know you’re new, tell us that 

you’re interested in next steps at MLC, submit prayer requests, fill 
out a connection card, and give online. Scan it now to connect with 

MLC. 
 
 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet. 
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Our office hours are from 9am-3pm Mon-Fri. Saturdays and evenings by appointment. 
The pastors are always available via their cell phones, even outside of “office hours”. 

 
PUBLICATION DEADLINES 

The deadline for submitting items for the weekly bulletin is Wednesday at noon, and 
the deadline for submitting items for the newsletter is the 22nd of each month.  

 

GET INVOLVED 
 

MESSIAH QUILTERS 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 17th, 2023 from 9 am – 12 pm.  We have 
many quilts ready to be tied and you don’t need any sewing or quilting experience to 
help us.  If you are unable to join us and would like to sew at home, we have kits avail-

able. Contact Kathy Mueller (815-953-6601) at scpbklane@aol.com for more infor-
mation or any questions you may have.   

 
MEMORY BEARS 

The Memory Bears Life Group meets together once a month to make teddy bears out 
of clothing from people who have passed away to comfort the grieving.  We also 
make and sell bears once a year to raise money for supplies and children’s chari-

ties.  We would love to have you join us! We have jobs that do not require sewing as 
well as jobs that do. Please contact Cindi Souza (815-931-8478) for more information.  

 
AMAZON SMILE 

Don’t forget to use Amazon Smile when you shop Amazon. You can choose Messiah 
as your designated charity to donate a portion of the proceeds of your order. Simply 

type in smile. Amazon.com to use this feature.  
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DAYBREAK SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 
Volunteers are needed to serve dinner to at Daybreak Homeless Shelter in Joliet. The com-

mitment is from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on the second Monday of each month. A team of 
Messiah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve dinner. Sign up in the narthex. 

 
MLC MESSIAH KIDS 

 
MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY 11 AM 

We are looking for help to staff this program. Please consider shadowing a leader and 
signing up to help.   

 
MESSIAH KIDS WEDNESDAYS (Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 pm)  

The name has changed (it used to be Awana), but the ministry focus has not. All Kindergar-
ten – 5th graders are encouraged to join us for worship, lessons, games, and connection – 

with the Bible and friends. Stop by Wednesday to see what the fun is all about. 
 

PRE-K THROUGH 5TH GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Make sure to bring your children to Sunday school upstairs every Sunday! 

 
STAY N PLAY (Tuesdays at 9:30 am) 

Stay N Play is a weekly playgroup for children five and younger that meets in the Family 
Life Center on Tuesday mornings from 9:30-11:30.  This group is open to church members 
and to the community.   Parents or caregivers must stay and keep an eye on their children.  

 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

Practice Dates for January are :  
Practice January 22nd – 11-11:30 

Practice January 25th - 6-6:30 
Performance January 29th - 9:30 and 11:00 service  

Come join the fun and sing with your friends! Children’s Choir is for k-8th grade. 

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
6th-8th & 9th-12th GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Sunday school continues this week. Middle school meets in the youth room and high 
school will be meeting in the Gathering House 

 
HEAD2HEART (Wednesdays at 6:15 pm) 

Head2Heart is for all middle school students. 
 

SALT (Sundays from 4:30-6 pm) 
Hey high school students, SALT continues this Sunday. Make sure to come out for some 

great fellowship, fun and teaching.  
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EVENTS 

 
PRAYER TEAM (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the Fireside Room. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more information.  
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Join us for adult Sunday school in the Fellowship Hall. Mosaic and adults will meet to-

gether for January.  
January 15th - Laura Ling 

January 22nd - Tom Bond (Revelation) 
January 29th - Doug Potts (Revelation) 

 
CHOSEN LIFE GROUP (Tuesdays 6:30 to 8 pm) 

We'll be meeting at Harold & Donna Stier’s home and Jeanette will continue to lead 
the study. Our study of the Synoptic Gospels will resume Jan. 17th as we are waiting 

for the season 3 Bible study to come out.  
 

FAITH & BODY CHALLENGE LIFE GROUP (Thursdays 9 to 10 am) 
Our new life group Faith & Body Challenge will be returning this January 5th.  We will 
be meeting on Thursday Mornings between 9am -10am in the Family Life Center for 

the next 4 months.  The Health Challenge for January will be to lower your added sug-
ar.  Our Faith and Body Challenge ministry is a group dedicated to help improve their 

health with light movement and stretching and encouraging each other through 
faith.  Each month there will be a new healthy challenge. There is no cost, and you may 
meet a new friend. Please contact Sherri Unyi at 815-741-4488 if you have any ques-

tions.   Please register here: 
 

https://messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1492622 
 

SACRAMENT WORKSHOP (FIRST COMMUNION)  
(Sundays at 9:30 am, March 5th-April 2nd) 

In order to be prepared to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion and all of its 
benefits, 4th grade students and their parent(s) and guardians are invited to partici-
pate in this 5-session workshop. Older students who were previously unable to com-
plete the workshop are also encouraged to attend. Hands-on activities help families 
grow in their understanding of God’s coming to us in and through the sacraments of 

both Holy Communion and Baptism. The workshop culminates in a special 
First Communion service on Maundy Thursday (just before Easter).  

Please sign up with the following link: 
bit.ly/SacWor 
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MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) GROUP STARTING SOON AT MLC! 
Calling all moms - from pregnancy onward - to join our new MOPS group. Our goal 

is to create a welcoming community of women where we can find support and 
meaningful connection. Please attend our informational meeting on Friday, January 
20, from 9:15-11:15 in the Family Life Center. Subsequent meetings will be held on 

1st and 3rd Fridays. Questions, or interested in volunteering for MOPS kids? Contact 
Amy Miller-Koenig at amy12miller@gmail.com  

 
2022 Giving statements were mailed on 1/12/2023 
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STEWARDSHIP &  

ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 63 
9:30 am: 89 
11:00 am: 61 

 
Online: 106 
Insight: 18 
MSM: 10 

Sunday School: 33 
 

All online counts are estimates only. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

Altar Flowers were sponsored by the Nevsimal Family in honor of Rachael Nevsimal 
Birthday. If you would like to purchase altar flowers, call the office at 815-741-4488. 

2022 BUDGET 

 
(Revised 7/17/22 @ Congregational 

Meeting) 
Yearly Operating Budget: $644,145 

2022 Donations: $606,150 
2022 Christmas Gifts: $5,586 

(designated for Concrete repairs) 
 

1/8/2023 – Giving $12,236 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (January 15) 
8 am Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 
9:30 am Messiah Kids Sunday School 

9:30 am Insight/Mosaic 
11 am Worship 

11 am Messiah Kids 
4:30 pm SALT 

MONDAY (January 16) 
N/A 

TUESDAY (January 17) 
9 am Quilters 

WEDNESDAY (January 18) 
6:15 pm Head2Heart 

6:30 pm Messiah Kids Wednesdays 
THURSDAY (January 19) 

10 am Prayer Group 
11:30 am Staff Meeting 

7:15 Sanctuary Choir 
FRIDAY (January 20) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (January 21) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (January 22) 

8 am Worship 
9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 
9:30 am Messiah Kids Sunday School 

9:30 am Insight/Mosaic 
11 am Worship 

11 am Messiah Kids 
4:30 pm SALT 

STEWARDSHIP VERSE 
OF THE WEEK 

 
Proverbs 3:10  

“Honor the LORD with your wealth and 
with the firstfruits of all your har-

vest;  then your barns will be filled with 
plenty, and your vats will overflow with 

new wine.” 


