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Call To Worship 

 
Welcome/Announcements 

 
Worship Through Songs 

 
Worship Through Confession & Giving 

 
Text prayer requests to 815-369-0070 

 
Children’s Message 

 
Worship Through Hearing God’s Word 

                             

Message 
“Return 1: Rhythm and Ritual” 

By Pastor David Stier 
(Copies of this sermon and others can be found in the narthex) 

 
Worship Through Song 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
Worship Through the Lord’s Prayer 

 
Closing Song 

WORSHIP TODAY 
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OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Malachi 3:1-7 (NIV) 
Readers: OPEN 
 
“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the 
Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you 
desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty. 

2 
But who can endure the day of his com-

ing? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s 
soap. 

3 
He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine 

them like gold and silver. Then the Lord will have men who will bring offerings in right-
eousness, 

4 
and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the Lord, as in 

days gone by, as in former years. 
5 
“So I will come to put you on trial. I will be quick to 

testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of 
their wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive the foreign-
ers among you of justice, but do not fear me,” says the Lord Almighty. 

6 
“I the Lord do 

not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 
7 

Ever since the time of 
your ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Re-
turn to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty. “But you ask, ‘How are we 
to return?’ 
 
OUR EPISTLE LESSON 
1 Corinthians 10:14-17 (NIV) 
 
14 

Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 
15 

I speak to sensible people; judge for 
yourselves what I say. 

16 
Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a partici-

pation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the 
body of Christ? 

17 
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 

share the one loaf. 
 
OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
Luke 2:22-40 (NIV) 
 
22 

When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph 
and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 

23 
(as it is written in the Law 

of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 
24 

and to offer a sac-
rifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young 
pigeons.” 
25 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He 
was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 

26 
It had been 

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. 

27 
Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents 

brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 
28 

Simeon 
took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
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MLC NEWS 

 
                          

      CONNECT WITH MESSIAH 
You can use this QR code to let us know you’re new, tell us that you’re 
interested in next steps at MLC, submit prayer requests, fill out a con-

nection card, and give online. Scan it now to connect with MLC. 
 

 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet. 
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Our office hours are from 9am-3pm Mon-Fri. Saturdays and evenings by appointment. 
The pastors are always available via their cell phones, even outside of “office hours”. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

29 
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 

30 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

31 
which you have prepared in the sight of all 

nations: 
32 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” 
33 

The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 
34 

Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the fall-
ing and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 

35 
so that 

the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul 
too.” 
 
36 

There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 

37 
and then was 

a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and 
day, fasting and praying. 

38 
Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to 

God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Je-
rusalem. 
 
39 

When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they re-
turned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 

40 
And the child grew and became 

strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 
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PUBLICATION DEADLINES 
The deadline for submitting items for the weekly bulletin is Wednesday at noon, and 

the deadline for submitting items for the newsletter is the 22nd of each month.  
 

GET INVOLVED 
 

MESSIAH QUILTERS 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 17th, 2023 from 9 am – 12 pm.  We have 
many quilts ready to be tied and you don’t need any sewing or quilting experience to 
help us.  If you are unable to join us and would like to sew at home, we have kits avail-

able. Contact Kathy Mueller (815-953-6601) at scpbklane@aol.com for more infor-
mation or any questions you may have.   

 
MEMORY BEARS 

The Memory Bears Life Group meets together once a month to make teddy bears out 
of clothing from people who have passed away to comfort the grieving.  We also make 

and sell bears once a year to raise money for supplies and children’s charities.  We 
would love to have you join us! We have jobs that do not require sewing as well as 

jobs that do. Please contact Cindi Souza (815-931-8478) for more information. 
 

AMAZON SMILE 
Don’t forget to use Amazon Smile when you shop Amazon. You can choose Messiah as 
your designated charity to donate a portion of the proceeds of your order. Simply type 

in smile. Amazon.com to use this feature.  
 

DAYBREAK SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 
Volunteers are needed to serve dinner to at Daybreak Homeless Shelter in Joliet. The 
commitment is from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on the second Monday of each month. A 

team of Messiah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve dinner. Sign up in 
the narthex. 

 
MLC MESSIAH KIDS 

 
MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY 11 AM 

We are looking for help to staff this program. Please consider shadowing a leader and 
signing up to help.   

 
MESSIAH KIDS WEDNESDAYS (Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 pm)  

The name has changed (it used to be Awana), but the ministry focus has not. All Kin-
dergarten – 5th graders are encouraged to join us for worship, lessons, games, and 

connection – with the Bible and friends. Stop by Wednesday to see what the fun is all 
about. 
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PRE-K THROUGH 5TH GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Make sure to bring your children to Sunday school upstairs every Sunday! 

 
STAY N PLAY (Tuesdays at 9:30 am) 

Stay N Play is a weekly playgroup for children five and younger that meets in the Family 
Life Center on Tuesday mornings from 9:30-11:30.  This group is open to church members 
and to the community.   Parents or caregivers must stay and keep an eye on their children.  

 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

Practice Dates for January are :  
Practice January 11th - 6-6:30 

Practice January 22nd – 11-11:30 
Practice January 25th - 6-6:30 

Performance January 29th - 9:30 and 11:00 service  
Come join the fun and sing with your friends! Children’s Choir is for k-8th grade. 

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
6th-8th & 9th-12th GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Sunday school continues this week. Middle school meets in the youth room and high 
school will be meeting in the Gathering House 

 
HEAD2HEART (Wednesdays at 6:15 pm) 

Head2Heart is for all middle school students. 
 

SALT (Sundays from 4:30-6 pm) 
Hey high school students, SALT continues this Sunday. Make sure to come out for some 

great fellowship, fun and teaching.  
 

EVENTS 
 

PRAYER TEAM (Thursdays at 10 am)  
In the Fireside Room. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more information.  

 
INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Join us for adult Sunday school in the Fellowship Hall. Mosaic and adults will meet togeth-
er for December.  

 
CHOSEN LIFE GROUP (Tuesdays 6:30 to 8 pm) Resumes 1/17/23 

We'll be meeting at Harold & Donna Stier’s home and Jeanette will continue to lead the 
study. We are between seasons 2 & 3 of The Chosen. 
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FAITH & BODY CHALLENGE LIFE GROUP (Thursdays 9 to 10 am) 
Our new life group Faith & Body Challenge will be returning this January 5th.  We will 
be meeting on Thursday Mornings between 9am -10am in the Family Life Center for 

the next 4 months.  The Health Challenge for January will be to lower your added sug-
ar.  Our Faith and Body Challenge ministry is a group dedicated to help improve their 

health with light movement and stretching and encouraging each other through 
faith.  Each month there will be a new healthy challenge. There is no cost, and you may 
meet a new friend. Please contact Sherri Unyi at 815-741-4488 if you have any ques-

tions.   Please register here: 
 

https://messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1492622 
 

FAITH & BODY CHALLENGE RETREAT (January 14th, 2023, 8:00 am – 2:30 pm) 
Come Join us for a Faith and Body Retreat. If you want to lose weight, get stronger, 

have more energy, and live with peace & joy – this FREE retreat is for you. The Retreat 
includes: Total Body Workout (all levels); Practic al steps to Walking Closer With God; 
Ways To Get the Most From Your Workout; Changes Needed to Maintain A Healthy 

Weight 
 

We will meet in the Youth Room (FLC door 11) and watch an online resource provided 
by FaithfulWorkouts.com  You’ll walk away from this retreat with inspiration and infor-
mation so you can establish healthy routines that lead to a healthy weight, increased 
strength & energy, more joy & peace, along with fellowship with new and old friends. 

Registration is now open at: 
https://messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1560553 
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STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
10:00 am 98ppl 

 
Online: 30ppl 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

If you would like to purchase altar flowers, call the office at 815-741-4488. 

2022 BUDGET 

2022 Budget 
(Revised 7/17/22 @ Congregational Meeting) 
Year-End Giving Received: $8,470 
Yearly Operating Budget: $644,145 
2022 Total Giving: $606,150 
 
YTD Christmas Gifts - $5,586 
(designated for Concrete repairs) 

 

1/1/2023 – Giving $4,685.00 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (January 8) 
8 am Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 
9:30 am Messiah Kids Sunday School 

9:30 am Insight/Mosaic 
11 am Worship 

11 am Messiah Kids 
4:30 pm SALT 

MONDAY (January 9) 
N/A 

TUESDAY (January 10) 
6:30 pm Men’s Ministry 

WEDNESDAY (January 11) 
6:15 pm Head2Heart 

6:30 pm Messiah Kids Wednesdays 
THURSDAY (January 12) 

10 am Prayer Group 
11:30 am Staff Meeting 
FRIDAY (January 13) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (January 14) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (January 15) 

8 am Worship 
9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 
9:30 am Messiah Kids Sunday School 

9:30 am Insight/Mosaic 
11 am Worship 

11 am Messiah Kids 
4:30 pm SALT 

STEWARDSHIP VERSE 
OF THE WEEK 

 
John 3:27 

“A person cannot receive even one thing 
unless it is given him from heaven.” 


