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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church
October 25, 2026 - 8:30 a.m.

Enter @2&@/@2{/&/ %@%{lé ﬁ%//é/, @'ﬂe %ﬁ/ﬁ/&/

PRELUDE Rose Ann Sochan
OPENING HYMN “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God," #26 v. 1-4
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1. A might-y for-tress is our God, A bul - wark nev -er fail - ing;
L 2. Did we in our own strength con-fide, Our striv - ing would be los - ing,
3. And tho this world, with dev - ils filled, Should threat-en to un-do us,
4. That word a - bove all earth-ly pow’s,No thanks to them, a - bid e eth;
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Our help-er He a - mid the flood Of mor-tal ills pre- vail - ing.
Were not the right man on our side, The man of God’s own choos - ing.
We  will not fear, for Godhath willed His ftruth to tri- umph thru us.
The Spir- it and the gifts are ours Thru Him who with us sid ___-_ eth.
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For still our an-cient foe Doth seek to work us woe—Hiscraftand powrare
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Je - sus, it is He— Lord Sab-a-oth His
The prince of dark-ness grim, We trem-ble not for him— His rage we can en-

Let goods and kin -dred go, This mor-tal life al - so— The bod-y theymay
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great, And,armed with cru-el  hate, On earth is not his e - qual
name, From age to age the same, And He must win the bat - tle.
dure, For lo, his doom is sure: One lit - tle word shall fell him.
kill: God’s truth a- bid-eth still: His king-dom is for -ev - er. A - men.

KINGDOM LITANY BASED ON PSALM 145

Leader: All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,
All: and all your saints shall bless you!

Leader: They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom
All: and tell of your power,



Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds,

and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

and your dominion endures throughout all generations.
We worship You Lord in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

SANCTUARY CHOIR ANTHEM "O, How | Love Jesus,” arr. Lloyd Larson,
led by Herb Alexander
HYMN OF PRAISE “The Church’s One Foundation," #277 v. 1-2
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1. The Church-s one foun - da - tion Is Je - sus Christ her Lord;
2. E - lect from ev - ry na - tion, Yet one o’er all the earth,
3.’Mid toil and trib - u - la - tion And tu-mult of her war,
4. Yet she on earth hath un - ion With God the Three in One,
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She is His new cre - a - tion By wa - ter and the Word:
Her char-ter of sal - va - tion One Lord, one faith, one birth;
She waits the con -sum - ma - tion Of peace for - ev - er - more;
And mys -tic sweet com - mun - ion With those whose rest is won:
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From heav’n He came and sought her To be Hisho - ly bride; With
One ho - ly name she Dbless - es, Par -takes oneho - ly food, And
Till with the vi - sion glo - rious Her long - ingeyes. are blest, And
0] hap - py ones and ho - ly! Lord,give us grace that we, Like
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His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.
to one hope she press - es, With ev -’ry grace en - dued.

the great Church vic - to - rious Shall be the Church at rest.
them, the meek and low - ly, On high may dwell with Thee. A - men.



HYMN OF PRAISE “The King of Love My Shepherd Is,” #468 v. 1-5
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1. The King of love my Shep-herd is, Whose good-ness fail - eth nev - er;I
2. Where streams of liv-ing wa - ter flow My ran-somed soul He lead - eth,And
3. Per-verse and fool -ish  oft I strayed, But yet in love He sought me, And
4. In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear Lord, be-side me; Thy
5. And sothru all the length of days Thy good-ness fail - eth nev - er: Good
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noth - ing lack if I am His And He ismine for- ev - er.

where the ver - dant pas-turesgrow With food ce-les - tial feed- eth.
on Hisshoul-der gen-tly laid, And home re-joic - ing bro’t me.
rod and staff my com-fortstill, Thy cross be-fore to guide me.
Shep-herd, may I sing Thy praise With -in Thy house for-ev - er. A - men.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But
if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION

Leader: Holy and Gracious God,

All: I confess that | have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of
my sin | know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which | am
ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ |
ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me, that | may rest in peace and live
each day for You.

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are
forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.
Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE Pastor Kurt
OFFERING
OFFERTORY Rose Ann Sochan



RESPONSE Doxology #625
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Praise God from whom all bless-ings flow: Praise Him, all crea- tures here be - low;
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Praise Him a-bove, ye heav’n-ly host; Praise Fa-ther, Son and Ho-ly Ghost. A -men.

FIRST LESSON, Revelation 14:6-7 (ESV) Reader: Paul Allen
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*Then | saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim
to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. ‘And
he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his
judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the
springs of water.”

SECOND LESSON, John 8:31-36 (ESV)

() &
i = ] [ P ]
s T ——————
ANRYJ L] I I I I
) 1 - 1

Glo - ry to you, 0 Lord.

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples, ** and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

33 They answered him, “"We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved
to anyone. How is it that you say, 'You will become free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave
to sin. ** The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. **So
if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
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Praise to you, 0 Christ.
MESSAGE “Kingdom Life: -------------nuuuv- ”

Pastor Kurt Hoover

A manuscript of this sermon can be found in the Narthex.



HYMN “How Firm a Foundation," #411 v. 1-4, LCMS
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1 How firm a foun-da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 Fear not, I am with you, -oh, be not dis-mayed,
3 When through fi -ery tri - als your path - way will lie,
& Throug{l - out all their life - time my peo - ple will prove
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Is laid for your faith his ex - cel -lent Word!
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
My grace, a}l -suf - fi - cient, will be your sup - ply.
My sov - ’reign, e - ter - nal, un - change - a - ble love;
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VYhat more can he say than to you he  has saFid
Il strength - en you, help you, and cause you to stand,
The flames will not hurt you; I on - ly de - sign
1}nd then, whlen gray hairs will their tem - ples a- dorn,
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Who un - to the Sav - or for ref - uge have fled?
Up - held by my righ - teous, om- nip - o - tent hand.
Y.our dross to  con-sume and your gold to re - fine.
Like lambs  they will still in my bo - som be borne.
WORDS OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose
again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Servers: Jane Costello, Joy McClintock, Angie Mitchka

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

HYMN “Lamb of God"
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us peace.




COMMUNION HYMNS “Jesus Paid It All," #210
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1.1 hear the Sav-ior say, ‘“Thy strength in-deed is small!
2. Lord, now in-deed I find Thy pow’, and Thinea - lone,
3. For noth - inggoodhave I Where - by Thy grace to claim—
4. And when Dbe-fore the throne I stand in Him com - plete,
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Child of weak-ness, watch and pray, Findin Me  thineall in all.”
Can change the lep - er’s spots And melt  the heart of  stone.
I wash my gar-ments white In the blood of Cal-v’ry’s Lamb.
“Je - sus died my soul to save,” My lips  shall still re - peat.
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Je - sus paid it all, All to Him I owe;
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Sin  had left a crim-son  stain— He washed it white as snow.

"Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name," #604
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1. Sav-ior,a - gain to Thy dear name we raise With one ac - cord our
2. Grant us Thy peace up - on our home-ward way; With Thee be - gan, with
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part - ing hymn of praise; Once more we bless Thee ere our wor-ship cease;
Thee shall end the day; Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
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With ea - ger hearts we wait Thy word of peace.
That in this house have calledup- on Thy name. A men.

COMMUNION BLESSING



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank you Lord Jesus for this holy
meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank you Holy Spirit for awakening faith
within our hearts. We hear your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy

presence. Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN “Lift High the Cross," #304 v. 1-4
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Lift high the Cross, the love of Christ pro - claim, Till
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all the world a -dore His sa - cred name.
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1. Come, . Chris - tians, fol - low where our Sav - ior trod,
2. Led on their way by this tri- um - phant sign,
3.0 Lord, once lift - ed on this glo - rious Tree,
4. Set up Thy throne, that earth’s de - spair may cease
5. For Thy blest Cross  which doth for all a - tone,
| n : Return to Refrain
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Our King vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
The hosts of God in con - qu’ring ranks com - bine.
As Thou hast prom - ised, draw men un - to Thee.
Be - neath the shad - ow of its heal - ing peace.
Cre - a - tion’ prais - es rise be - fore Thy throne.
POSTLUDE Rose Ann Sochan
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Caongratulations te eur Confivmands!
At this morning’s 10:45 service, we celebrate the confirmation of
Julia Spielman, Daniel Wieher, Michael Wieher, and Caleb Winters.

October is Pastor Appreciation Month, and Messiah Lutheran Church is truly
blessed by the faithful service & steadfast dedication of Pastor Kurt Hoover, Pastor
Emeritus Dave Nygard, and Deployed Pastor John Nelson. We are grateful for the
countless hours they give through love, prayer, teaching, encouragement, and
spiritual leadership. Their ministry and commitment to our congregation are a
blessing to us all. Please take a moment this month to express your appreciation and
let Pastor Kurt, Pastor Dave, and Pastor John know how much their service means to
you and to the Messiah family. “Give honor to whom honor s due.” -Romans 13:7

NaperVoice's fall 2026 concert is Sunday, November 15 at4 p.m.
at Grace United Methodist Church in Naperville. Admission is
$21.50 for adults, $16.50 for seniors, $6 for students 13 and
older.

Napeerce Purchase your advance tickets now as they do sell out, and
SING WELL. DO GOOD.
please select Herb Alexander as the credited choir member.
Tickets are available at: www.napervoice.org.

OPERATION

HRISTMAS

3 Boxes are now available
in the Narthex.

Please turn them in no later than
November 15.

BCHURCHE
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BLOOD DRIVE AT MESSIAH

Y OSavea life Sunday: November 1
W g - 1pm
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CELEBRATING 125 YEARS Blood Center of Illinois

Register here:

Wednesday, November 4 at 7 p.m.

Please bring a photo of your loved one
to place on the Altar before the service.

NEWS & OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED

ADULT "INSIGHT" BIBLE STUDY
Our Sunday morning Bible Study for adults is at 9:40 in Fellowship Hall. Our newest

series is entitled, "The Ten Commandments."




COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP TIME

Be sure to join us for coffee & good company on Sunday mornings in Fellowship Hall!
Coffee will be available beginning at 8:30 a.m. and will continue until Insight is
finished. If you are an 8:30 attender - stay late! If Family Praise & Worship is your
service - come early! Make new friends! If you'd like to help with Sunday morning
coffee, please reach out to Joyce Pawlowski at 630-890-1203.

CONNECT WITH MESSIAH
You can use this QR code to let us know you're new, tell us that you're interested in
next steps at MLC, submit prayer requests, fill out a Connect Card, and give online.

Online Giving - There are two convenient ways to do it:

1) On our website at https://www.mlcjoliet.org/qgive.

2) Through the Church Center app on your phone or tablet,
or scan the QR code above.

FAITH & BODY

Lace up your shoes and enjoy a walk in the Family Life Center, weekly on Thursdays
(Sept-May) from 9-10 a.m. Everyone walks at their own pace and it's a great time for
fellowship!

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP

Please join Messiah's Grief Support Group on the first Thursday every month (Sept-
May) at 1 p.m. in Room 101. This group offers caring and confidential space for those
currently walking through loss or those who have suffered loss in the past. You are
not alone - We are here to support one another. Questions may be directed to Pat
Burke or Judy Fowler.

INTERVARSITY VISION CONFERENCE - Volunteers needed

InterVarsity's annual Vision Conference is November 6-8 at Messiah, and they are
looking for volunteers to serve the college students in the name of Jesus. For more
information, reach out to Leslie McFarland.

MEMORY BEARS

Messiah’'s Memory Bears Group normally meets the 4™ Tuesday of every month from
9 a.m.-12 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Our next meeting is October 27. Machine sewists
are needed! Reach out to Cindi Souza at regency118@icloud.com or 815-931-8478
for more info.
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MESSIAH APPAREL & ACCESSORIES
Check out the Messiah apparel and accessories display in the Narthex!
Purchase clothing, hats, mugs & more by scanning this QR code:

OWLS (Older, Wiser, Loving Seniors)
OWLS meets the 2" Tuesday of every month at noon, September-May. We enjoy a
light lunch together, play trivia, and usually feature a guest speaker or entertainment!

Turkey, gravy, mashed potatoes, and beverages will be provided for our
November 10 luncheon as we celebrate our veterans, and we'll feature a
guests speaker from the Will County Health Dept. to talk about diabetes and
hypertension. We ask that everyone sign up in the Narthex so we have a
headcount, and to let us know what you will bring to share.

PRAYER CHAIN

Messiah uses an email-based Prayer Chain made up of people willing to pray for our
members, community, and nation in times of crisis. Prayers are shared amongst the
group via email and are kept confidential as much as possible. Reach out to Cindi
Souza at regency118@icloud.com or 815-931-8478 for more info.

PRAYER TEAM

Our in-person Prayer Team meets Thursday mornings in the Fireside Room from
10:15- 11:15 to pray together over our prayer request list. For more info, reach out to
Cindi Souza at regencyl118@icloud.com or 815-931-8478, or Beth Hohisel at
bhohisel@hotmail.com.

PUBLICATION DEADLINES
Items for the bulletin are due by the end of the day each Tuesday, and newsletter
material is due the 20™ of each month.

QUILTERS

Messiah Quilters meet the 3™ Tuesday each month from 9 am.-2 p.m. The next
quilting day is November 17. We have a lot of quilts ready to complete and if you can
tie a knot, you can help us out! We even have jobs you can do sitting down. If you are
unable to join us and would like to sew at home, we have kits available and can show
you how easy it is to sew a quilt top together.

We are in need of clean sheets of, any size, flat or fitted (no stains or holes)
to be used as backs for our quilts. There is a collection basket in the Narthex.
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Contact Kathy Mueller at 815-953-6601 or scpbklane@aol.com for more
information or any questions you may have.

Hope to see you on November 17!

SANCTUARY CHOIR

Rehearsals are on Thursdays from 7:15-8:45 p.m,,
with performances every Sunday during the 8:30 service.
If you'd like to join in, reach out to Herb Alexander.
or call the church office.

STAY-N-PLAY

Our FREE weekly open gym play group for kids five and under (along with their
caretaker) meets in the Family Life Center every Tuesday morning (Sept-May) from
10-11:30. Bring the littles for play time! Adults enjoy coffee on us! Please like our
Facebook page (MLC Stay-N-Play Playgroup) for additional information, and share
with your friends and neighbors!

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY
Join us for Women's Bible Study on Wednesday afternoons at 1 in the Fireside Room!

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY

Those post-high school and older are invited to join us for Bible study on Sunday
mornings during Education Hour in classroom #101. Coffee and occasional breakfast
treats will be provided.

MESSIAH KIDS (pre-K to 5" grades)
CHILDREN'S CHOIR
For information please reach out to Season Lawler.

MESSIAH KIDS WEDNESDAYS (MKW)
MKW meets Wednesday evenings from 6-8 p.m. in the upper level Kidz Club! Join us
for family dinner beforehand, starting at 5 p.m.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
We meet upstairs in the Kidz Club during Education Hour at 9:40 a.m.

MESSIAH STUDENT MINISTRIES (6' to 12'" grades)
BIBLE STUDY (SUNDAY MORNINGS)
Bible Study for high schoolers is in the Fireside Room continues year-round.

FRIENDS & MENTORS (FAM) FOR HIGH SCHOOLERS

Join us for mid-week Bible Study, connect with peers, play games, sing praise and
more! FAM meets on Wednesday evenings (Sept-April) from 6-8. Join us for family
dinner beforehand, starting at 5 p.m.

HEAD 2 HEART (H2H)
Our H2H Confirmation Program for 6"-8" graders runs on Wednesdays evenings
(Sept-April) from 6-8. Join us for family dinner beforehand, starting at 5 p.m.

MAFIA NIGHT - Attention 6'"-12" graders!

Join us fort Capture the Flag/Tag in the Dark! Mark your calendar for our next MAFIA
night on November 13 from 6-10 p.m. Bring friends, and $5 per person if you'd like
to join us for pizza.

For more info on ministries for kids pre-K through 5» grade email Leslie McFarland, Children’s
Min. Director, at childrensmin@mlcjoliet.org or Megan Kuhn, Christian Ed. Director,
at christianed@micjoliet.org. For students 6= through 12« grade email Kersten Stier,
Youth Director, at stumin@micjoliet.org.

Dear Messiah family,

| wish to thank you all for your prayers and friendship
during this difficult time. | am deeply touched
by your kindness with cards, flowers, calls,
and most of all your love for Bob and I.

Sincerely,
Gayle Arko
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ALTAR FLOWERS

Altar flowers are provided by Pat Burke in loving memory of Tom.

If you would like to sponsor Altar flowers, please sign up in the Narthex
or call the office at 815-741-4488. Arrangements are $25 each.

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH

Sunday, October 25
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:40 a.m. Education Hour for All Ages
10:45 a.m. Family Praise & Worship
1 p.m. Cristo Rey Worship

Monday, October 26
n/a

Tuesday, October 27
9 a.m. Memory Bears
10 a.m. Stay-n-Play

Wednesday, October 28
1 p.m. Women's Bible Study
5 p.m. Family Dinner
6 p.m. FAM, H2H, MKW

Thursday, October 29
9 a.m. Faith & Body
10:15 a.m. Prayer Group
12 p.m. Staff Meeting
7:15 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Friday, October 30
n/a

Saturday, October 31
9 a.m. Worship Team Rehearsal

Sunday, November 1
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Blood Drive
9:40 a.m. Education Hour for All Ages
10:45 a.m. Family Praise & Worship
1 p.m. Cristo Rey Worship

ATTENDANCE

LAST WEEK:
8:30: 70
10:45: 32

Online: 23
Insight: 29
K-5: 11
MSM: 0
HS: 2
Young Adult: 0
MKW: 6

2026 GIVING

Operating Budget: $694,359
YTD Operating Budget: $560,828
YTD Giving Received: $454,248
Needed Each Week: $13,353
Received Last Week: $9,370

STEWARDSHIP VERSE
OF THE WEEK

Luke 12:20-21
But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your
soul is required of you, and the things you
have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is
the one who lays up treasure for himself
and is not rich toward God.

Messiah office hours are Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
otherwise by appointment. Please call (815) 741-4488.
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