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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
FEBRUARY 26, 2023 

8:00 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

Children’s Ministry Director: Leslie McFarland 
 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church 
FEBRUARY 26, 2023 

8:00 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                               Philip Spencer 
 
OPENING HYMN       “All Glory, Laud and Honor”    p. 173    v. 1-3 
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LITANY ADAPTED FROM PSALM 55 
 
 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SANCTUARY CHOIR                  “Grace”                                     (arr. Mark Hayes) 
Led by Herb Alexander 

 

I will call on God, 
and the Lord will rescue me. 
I cry out in my distress, 
and the Lord hears my voice. 
He ransoms me and keeps me safe 
from the battle waged against me, 
God, who has ruled forever, 
will hear me and humble my enemies. 
Give your burdens to the Lord, and he will take care of you. 
He will not permit the godly to slip and fall. 
We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 

Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
 
All: 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE        “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”   p. 477   v. 1-2 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE       “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”   p. 92   v. 1-2, 4 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  

  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin 

I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but 
some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliv-
er and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are  
forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  
Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
THE OFFERING                                                                                    Philip Spencer                       
 
OUR RESPONSE 
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OUR FIRST OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Genesis 2:7-9 &15-23 (NLT) 
Reader: Greg Dole 
 
7 
Then the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He breathed the 

breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a living person. 

8 
Then the Lord God planted a garden in Eden in the east, and there he placed the man 

he had made. 
9 
The Lord God made all sorts of trees grow up from the ground—trees 

that were beautiful and that produced delicious fruit. In the middle of the garden he 
placed the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 
15 

The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch over it. 
16 

But 
the Lord God warned him, “You may freely eat the fruit of every tree in the garden—
 
17 

except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to 
die.” 

18 
Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper 

who is just right for him.” 
19 

So the Lord God formed from the ground all the wild ani-
mals and all the birds of the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would call 
them, and the man chose a name for each one. 

20 
He gave names to all the livestock, all 

the birds of the sky, and all the wild animals. But still there was no helper just right for 
him. 

21 
So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep. While the man slept, 

the Lord God took out one of the man’s ribs and closed up the opening. 
22 

Then 
the Lord God made a woman from the rib, and he brought her to the man. 

23 
“At last!” 

the man exclaimed. “This one is bone from my bone, and flesh from my flesh! She will 
be called ‘woman,’  because she was taken from ‘man.’” 

OUR SECOND OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Isaiah 40:27-31 (NLT) 

O Jacob, how can you say the Lord does not see your troubles? O Israel, how can you 
say God ignores your rights? 

28 
Have you never heard? Have you never understood 

The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of all the earth. He never grows weak or 
weary. No one can measure the depths of his understanding. 

29 
He gives power to the 

weak and strength to the powerless. 
30 

Even youths will become weak and tired, and 
young men will fall in exhaustion. 

31 
But those who trust in the Lord will find new 

strength. They will soar high on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary. 
They will walk and not faint.  
 
OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
Matthew 4:1-11 (NLT) 

 

 

 



 8 

 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted there by the dev-
il. 

2 
For forty days and forty nights he fasted and became very hungry. 

3 
During that 

time the devil came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to be-
come loaves of bread.” 

4 
But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say, ‘People do not live 

by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
5 
Then the 

devil took him to the holy city, Jerusalem, to the highest point of the Temple, 
6 
and said, 

“If you are the Son of God, jump off! For the Scriptures say, ‘He will order his angels to 
protect you. And they will hold you up with their hands so you won’t even hurt your 
foot on a stone.’” 

7 
Jesus responded, “The Scriptures also say, ‘You must not test the Lord your God.’” 

8 
Next the devil took him to the peak of a very high mountain and showed him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their glory. 
9 
“I will give it all to you,” he said, “if you will 

kneel down and worship me.” 
10 

“Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “For the Scrip-
tures say, ‘You must worship the Lord your God and serve only him.’” 

11 
Then the devil 

went away, and angels came and took care of Jesus. 

 

 

MESSAGE          

“It’s Not About You: Strength Through Weakness”  
by Pastor David Stier 

(Copies of this sermon and others can be found in the narthex) 
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 WORSHIP HYMN    “The Church’s One Foundation”   p. 277     v. 1-2, 4 

WORDS OF FAITH                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He 
rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
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 THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Servers: Nancy Bertnik & Julie Bajt 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                                         “Lamb of God” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
p. 186 v. 1-4, p. 433  v. 1-2 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
All: Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy 
meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith within 
our hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy presence. Melt 
us, mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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 CLOSING SONG            “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name”  p. 604   v. 1-2 
 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                          
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 

 
                          

      CONNECT WITH MESSIAH 
You can use this QR code to let us know you’re new, tell us that 

you’re interested in next steps at MLC, submit prayer requests, fill 
out a connection card, and give online. Scan it now to connect with 

MLC. 
 
 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet. 
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Our office hours are from 9am-3pm Mon-Fri. Saturdays and evenings by appointment. 
The pastors are always available via their cell phones, even outside of “office hours”. 

 
PUBLICATION DEADLINES 

The deadline for submitting items for the weekly bulletin is Wednesday at noon, and 
the deadline for submitting items for the newsletter is the 22nd of each month.  

 
OFFERING ENVELOPES 

You may have noticed that you did not receive your giving envelopes for the months 
of February and March. We were notified today that our supplier was unable to print 
them due to a supply shortage. They feel it is a temporary situation and plan to send 
the next cycle of envelopes in Mid-March. We will have generic ones available for you 
and may take a few home if you like. Please contact the church office if you have any 

questions.  
 

GET INVOLVED 
 

MESSIAH QUILTERS 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 21st, 2023 from 9 am – 12 pm.  We have 
a lot of quilts ready to complete and if you can tie a knot, you can help us out.  We 

even have jobs you can do sitting down.  Think about stopping in and see what we do.  
If you are unable to join us and would like to sew at home, we have kits available.  

Contact Kathy Mueller (815-953-6601) at scpbklane@aol.com for more information or 
any questions you may have.  Hope to see you on March 21st! 
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MEMORY BEARS 
The Memory Bears Life Group meets together once a month to make teddy bears out of 
clothing from people who have passed away to comfort the grieving.  We also make and 
sell bears once a year to raise money for supplies and children’s charities.  We would love 

to have you join us! We have jobs that do not require sewing as well as jobs that do. Please 
contact Cindi Souza (815-931-8478) for more information.  

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers are needed to serve dinner to at Daybreak Homeless Shelter in Joliet. The com-
mitment is from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on the second Monday of each month. A team of 

Messiah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve dinner. Sign up in the narthex. 
 

MLC MESSIAH KIDS 

 
MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY 11 AM 

We are looking for help to staff this program. Please consider shadowing a leader and 
signing up to help.   

 
MESSIAH KIDS WEDNESDAYS (Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 pm)  

The name has changed (it used to be Awana), but the ministry focus has not. All Kindergar-
ten – 5th graders are encouraged to join us for worship, lessons, games, and connection – 

with the Bible and friends. Stop by Wednesday to see what the fun is all about. 
 

PRE-K THROUGH 5TH GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Make sure to bring your children to Sunday school upstairs every Sunday! 

 
STAY N PLAY (Tuesdays at 9:30 am) 

Stay N Play is a weekly playgroup for children five and younger that meets in the Family 
Life Center on Tuesday mornings from 9:30-11:30.  This group is open to church members 
and to the community.   Parents or caregivers must stay and keep an eye on their children.  

 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

Performances for February are: 
2/26 at 9:30 and 11 services 

Come join the fun and sing with your friends! Children’s Choir is for k-8th grade. 

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
6th-8th & 9th-12th GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Sunday school continues this week. Middle school meets in the youth room and high 
school will be meeting in the Gathering House 

 
HEAD2HEART (Wednesdays at 6:15 pm) 

Head2Heart is for all middle school students. 
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EVENTS 

 
PRAYER TEAM (Thursdays at 10:15 am)  

In the Fireside Room. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more information.  
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Join us for adult Sunday school in the Fellowship Hall. Mosaic and adults will meet to-

gether for February.  
 

CHOSEN LIFE GROUP (Tuesdays 6:30 to 8 pm) 
We'll be meeting at Harold & Donna Stier’s home and Jeanette will continue to lead 
the study of the Synoptic Gospels as we are waiting for the season 3 Bible study to 

come out.  
 

FAITH & BODY CHALLENGE LIFE GROUP (Thursdays 9 to 10 am) 
We are be meeting on Thursday Mornings between 9am -10am in the Family Life Cen-
ter until the end of April. The Health Challenge for January will be to lower your added 

sugar.  Our Faith and Body Challenge ministry is a group dedicated to help improve 
their health with light movement and stretching and encouraging each other through 
faith.  Each month there will be a new healthy challenge. There is no cost, and you may 
meet a new friend. Please contact Sherri Unyi at 815-741-4488 if you have any ques-

tions.   Please register here: 
bit.ly/MLCFaiBod 

 
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) (March 3 at 9:15 am) 

Calling all moms from pregnancy onward to join a supportive community of moms! 
Each meeting has a different topic related to parenting, and childcare is provided. We 

get to know each other more, watch a video of a MOPS speaker, have a discussion, 
and end with a devotional. The upcoming meetings are the 1st and 3rd Fridays of 

March, April, and May. Contact Amy at amy12miller@gmail.com with any questions.  
 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS (Wednesdays, March 1 to March 29 at 6 pm) 
Come join us for fellowship and food during Lent, and sign up in narthex if you’d like 

to bring a soup.  
 

LENTEN SERVICES (Wednesdays, March 1-March 29 at 7 pm) 
Come join us for Wednesday night worship as we observe Lent. We will be talking 

about the freedom we have in Christ. 
 

SACRAMENT WORKSHOP (FIRST COMMUNION)  
(Sundays at 9:30 am, March 5th-April 2nd) 

In order to be prepared to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion and all of its 
benefits, 4th grade students and their parent(s) and guardians are invited to partici-
pate in this 5-session workshop. Older students who were previously unable to com-
plete the workshop are also encouraged to attend. Hands-on activities help families 
grow in their understanding of God’s coming to us in and through the sacraments of 
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both Holy Communion and Baptism. The workshop culminates in a special 
First Communion service on Maundy Thursday (just before Easter).  

Please sign up with the following link: 
bit.ly/SacWor 

 
ENCORE GOING TO FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN (March 1st at 11:30 am) 

Did you know? Messiah Has a new retirees group called Encore-the other side of 55. 
Come join us for our next event as we serve together again at Feed My Starving Chil-
dren. We'll even stop at Chick-fil-A for lunch after we're done packing. Either meet us 

at Feed My Starving Children by 11:30 am at 555 Exchange Court, Aurora, IL 60504 
or if you want to ride the bus meet at MLC at 10:30 am. We'll be back around 3:30 af-

ter our Lunch at Chick-fil-A. To sign up: 
Sign up in the narthex, email the church info@MLCJoliet.org or use the link below 

http://www.fmsc.org/join-group?joincode=BW6L93 
 

PRAY JOLIET (Sunday, March 5 at 6 pm) 
We would like you to join us for our next large gathering at Victory City Church in Jo-
liet. Pray Joliet is a group of people from various churches in Joliet, lifting up our city 

in prayer. You’re invited! 
 

MEN’S RETREAT (April 21 at 9:30 am to April 23 at 5 pm) 
Cost: $149. Transportation provided by MLC (you can drive yourself if needed). Join 
us for a weekend filled with guy stuff, food, games, and God. Pastor Dave Hughes 

from Oak Pointe Church in Novi MI will be our speaker. We look forward to God im-
pacting our lives through our times of worship & fellowship. Don’t miss this oppor-
tunity to energize your soul, deepen friendships, and discover God’s purposes for 

you.  Sign up in the narthex or at bit.ly/MLCMenRet2023. 
 

BLOOD DRIVE (Sunday, May 21, 8:30 am to 12:30 pm) 
Versiti Blood Center will be here on May 21 for a blood drive at Messiah. Please con-

sider donating sometime that Sunday morning to this important work.  
 

COUPLES RETREAT (September 22-24)  
The purpose of a Couples’ Retreat is to build godly marriages through a time away 
from home in an atmosphere of fun, fellowship, and Biblical teaching on marriage.  

Open to all ages of married couples. MLC membership NOT required. We’ll be meet-
ing at the new lodge at Center Lake Bible Camp and Retreat Center in Tustin, MI.
(approx. 4-5 hr from MLC). The cost is $399 per couple (Scholarships available)  

Register at: bit.ly/MLCCouRet 
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STEWARDSHIP &  

ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 62 
9:30 am: 78 
11:00 am: 44 

 
Online: 68 
Insight: 17 

MSM: 5 
Sunday School: 36 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

If you would like to purchase altar flowers, call the office at 815-741-4488. 

2023 BUDGET 

 
2023 Operating Budget:  

$709,766 
Year to Date Operating Budget: 

$109,194 
Year to Date Giving Received:  

$78,045 
 

Average Need Each Week $13,649 
Received last week: $8,177 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (February 26) 
8 am Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 
9:30 am Messiah Kids Sunday School 

9:30 am Insight/Mosaic 
11 am Worship 

11 am Messiah Kids 
MONDAY (February 27) 

8 am Cornerstone Homeschool Group 
TUESDAY (February 28) 

9:30 am Stay and Play 
6:30 pm Chosen Life Group 
WEDNESDAY (March 1) 

6 pm Soup Supper 
6:15 pm Head2Heart 

6:30 pm Messiah Kids Wednesdays 
7 pm Lenten Service 

THURSDAY (March 2) 
9 am Faith and Body Challenge Life Group 

10:15 am Prayer Group 
11:30 am Staff Meeting 

7:15 Sanctuary Choir 
FRIDAY (March 3) 

9:15 am MOPS 
SATURDAY (March 4) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (March 5) 

8 am Worship 
9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 
9:30 am Messiah Kids Sunday School 

9:30 am Insight/Mosaic 
9:30 am Sacrament Workshop 

11 am Worship 
11 am Messiah Kids 

STEWARDSHIP VERSE 
OF THE WEEK 

 
1 Timothy 6:6 

“But godliness with contentment is great 
gain.” 


