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Discipleship: Ministry Among the Weeds 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover 

 
Pentecost Litany based on Psalm 8 
Leader: When I look at your heavens,  
All: the work of your fingers, 
Leader: the moon and the stars,  
All: which you have set in place, 
Leader: what is man that you are mindful of him, 
All: and the son of man that you care for him? 
Leader: We worship you, Lord, In the name of the Father and The Son and 
The Holy Spirit.  
 

Isaiah 44:6-8 “This is what the Lord says— 
    Israel’s King and Redeemer, the Lord Almighty: 
I am the first and I am the last; 
    apart from me there is no God. 
7 Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. 
    Let him declare and lay out before me 
what has happened since I established my ancient people, 
    and what is yet to come— 
    yes, let them foretell what will come. 
8 Do not tremble, do not be afraid. 
    Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago? 
You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? 
    No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.” 
 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43  24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom 
of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while 
everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, 
and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the 
weeds also appeared. 
27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good 
seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 
28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. 
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 
29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may 
uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At 
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that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in 
bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’” 
36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him 
and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 
37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of 
Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the 
kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who 
sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters 
are angels. 
40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end 
of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed 
out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They 
will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear. 

 

 
…the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 

Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear. - Matthew 13:43 
 

God is present here declaring a hard truth.  He does not need 
you to fix His garden, nor is that part of His plan.  What makes 
you shine has nothing to do with your ability to identify the 
weeds in your life and get rid of them.  
 
This is God’s work…   The Son of Man will send out his 
angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that 
causes sin and all who do evil. – Matthew 13:42 
 
The righteous live by faith (Habakuk 2:4, Romans 1:17, 
Galatians 3:11, Hebrews 10:38). You shine because you are 
good seed created and spoken into to do just as God intends in 
His Kingdom.  You are not a weed, you are good seed because 
of the faith God gives you this day.  
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The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is 
the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the 

kingdom.   
 - Matthew 13:37-38 

 
 
Have you had a chance to look at the weeds in your garden this 
week. I think this was the week.  Hot, but cool in the evening… 
the garden is thriving, but so are the weeds.  It is not that they 
are abundant.  It is that they just keep popping up, again and 
again.  No matter what precautions we take there always seem 
to be weeds.  
 
I can identify some weeds.  Dandelions and clover.  Thankfully 
I don’t have creeping charlie or violets.  I do have a lot of 
purslane and carpetweed.  The one that grows flat to the 
ground with the little fat leaves.  I have burnweed.  When I see 
these, I just stop down and pull them up, try to get the whole 
root.      
 
I can identify some weeds but some are not so clear.  
 
I planted parsnip seeds in my front bushes a year ago.  There 
were a couple of bare spots, and I had extra seeds, so I planted 
parsnips in front of the house.  Nothing took.  This summer 
however, I got two parsnip plants that sprouted up.  One took 
off the other grew slowly.  It turns out the big guys was 
actually wild carrot (Queen Ann’s lace).  I pulled it up 2 weeks 
ago and sure enough no root.  So, I pulled up the little guy too.  
To my dismay he was an actual parsnip.   
 
 
Identifying an actual weed is tricky.  When it comes to human 
relationships and circumstances in our lives it becomes much 
harder. The reality is that we are not very good at identifying 
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weeds and we are not capable of fixing the weeds in our lives, 
much less the world.  This parable is clear God has another 
solution for the weeds.  
 
Left to ourselves and our abilities we tend to justify the obvious 
weeds and focus on problems that may not actually be there or 
our responsibility.  Much easier to focus on someone else’s 
issues than face your own.  This is the reality of human nature.   
 
And then we double down on this notion and start to think it is 
our job to fix the world, much less our families or neighbors.  
We think we are actually capable of ‘weeding’ - not just our 
families but the entire world.  We actually think that the 
purpose of life is to some day have a family with no weeds.  
And then we can take on the problems of the world.   
 
If we could just all agree to get rid of this type of weed (a type 
of person, a type of lifestyle, a type of religion, a type of 
product or some other ethical stance) … if we can get rid of 
this ‘weed’ the world would be a better place.   
 
To which Jesus says, ‘No!’  Every time you human beings try 
to fix my garden you end up hurting each other along with the 
weeds.   
 

29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, 
you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together 

until the harvest. – Matthew 13:29-30 
 
 
This parable is a direct rebuke of our desire to fix the world by 
removing what scares or threatens us.  Jesus says clearly the 
ministry I have given you is among the weeds, not in spite of 
the weeds.  You will always have weeds in your life.  They are 
not abundant.  But they are always there, perhaps more so the 
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more you follow Christ in His ministry to the lost and 
distracted.  
 
Not only will there be weeds, but you are going to spend far too 
much of your life focused on the 10% that feels wrong, when 
there is a huge, beautiful garden just waiting to be enjoyed.  
Jesus uses parables to describe our reality, and in doing so 
shifts our gaze away from ourselves and back to the big 
picture.  This is God’s garden, not yours.  Life is not something 
to perfect, it is a gift to enjoy. 
 
 
It is interesting to me that Jesus describes the servants in his 
parables asking the question of where do weeds come from.  
This is really to ask the question of why there is evil and what 
we are supposed to do about it.  Won’t the world be a better 
place, God if we help you weed out evil?   
 
Jesus’ lesson is clear.  We are not good at identifying the weeds 
and much worse at trying to fix the field.  We are not good at 
identifying what causes sin and worse yet at trying to fix it.  
Jesus promises another solution.  It is not your work.  His 
angels will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin 
and all who do evil. 
 
This will happen and in those moments, and on your final day 
you will …shine!!  
 

…the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father.  

 - Matthew 13:43 
 

And that is a wonderful promise to believe in.  When you have 
faith in Christ and Him alone… you shine!  
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Your righteousness has nothing to do with being right.  There 
will not be someday where you have the right world view and 
because you got your facts straight you are worthy of shining.  
That is not what Jesus is saying here.   
 
Your righteousness has nothing to do with your good works.  
There will not come a day when you are able to ‘fix’ yourself, 
your family and the world around you and because of that be 
worthy of shining.   
 
When Matthew records in the 5th chapter (vs. 16) Jesus saying, 
‘…let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.’ – 
Jesus is describing the result of your faith, good works, not the 
source of your faith.   
 
Your righteousness shines when you have been given faith.  
When you stand beside that ever present, nagging and 
annoying weed…   and can say to yourself – ‘All is well with 
my soul.  This too shall pass.  I have all that I need.’ 
 
Your righteousness comes when God shifts your gaze away 
from the things that need to be ‘fixed’ to the beauty of his 
people all around you.  His good seed – family, friends, the 
courage of a stranger, the lives you interact with on a daily 
basis. The work of God all around you in His beautiful garden.   
 

…the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father.   

- Matthew 13:43 
 

The righteous live by faith (Habakuk 2:4, Romans 1:17, 
Galatians 3:11, Hebrews 10:38). 
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Good seed are those who live by faith in the Son of Man.   You 
are no weed.  You shine in His Righteousness.  You are His 
good seed.   
 
 

 
“Jesus in the Wheat Fields" by artist Wehle. 

 
 
 
 


