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10 “But you are my witnesses, O Israel!” says the LORD. 

    “You are my servant. 

You have been chosen to know me, believe in me, 

    and understand that I alone am God. 

There is no other God— 

    there never has been, and there never will be. 
11 I, yes I, am the LORD, 

    and there is no other Savior. 
12 First I predicted your rescue, 

    then I saved you and proclaimed it to the world. 

No foreign god has ever done this. 

    You are witnesses that I am the only God,” 

    says the LORD. 
13 “From eternity to eternity I am God. 

    No one can snatch anyone out of my hand. 

    No one can undo what I have done.” (Isaiah 43:10-13 NLT) 

  

1 In my first book I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began to do and 

teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven after giving his chosen apostles 

further instructions through the Holy Spirit. 3 During the forty days after he 

suffered and died, he appeared to the apostles from time to time, and he proved 

to them in many ways that he was actually alive. And he talked to them about the 

Kingdom of God. 

4 Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave 

Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you before. 5 

John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit. 



6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time 

come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” 

7 He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and 

they are not for you to know. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 

everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” 

9 After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and 

they could no longer see him. 10 As they strained to see him rising into heaven, 

two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, 

“why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you 

into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same way you saw 

him go!” (Acts 1:1-11 NLT) 

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Crime shows are very popular, whether it’s one of the Law and Order shows or 

one of the CSI shows, people love to watch these shows to see how the cases are 

solved. Even true crime shows streaming on Netflix and Hulu are very popular 

with a lot of people, including my wife, who inevitably gets me hooked on the 

same shows. We love to see justice, we love to see resolution, we love to see how 

the officials use their wisdom and the tools at hand to find the person or people 

responsible for crimes.  

In crime shows, much is made of the witness, the person who saw the crime 

happen. They are a big deal. In fact, some witnesses go into witness protection 

programs because of the danger that they are in regarding simply telling the 

truth. Telling the truth, after all, can get you into a lot of trouble. I remember 

when I was a kid they had this commercial for Crime Stoppers, a telephone line 

that you could call and anonymously give tips about crimes. The anonymous part 

was key. You didn’t want to tell the truth and have your name attached to it for 

fear that the person you were telling on might find out and bring retribution upon 

you in some way.  



There is something about being a witness that has a sense of duty. When you’re a 

witness, you need to tell the truth about what you’ve seen. Some people may not 

believe you, but you are really called to do it anyway, no matter what the 

consequences are. When witnesses testify at a trial, sometimes they do so with 

immunity because of crimes they themselves have committed, sometimes they 

are in protective custody, and sometimes people are too scared to come forward. 

But, all in all, as people, we should be willing to tell other people what we saw if 

that information leads to solving a case. The same is true for the believer. 

Notice what is interesting in the text for this morning. Jesus is getting ready to 

leave to go back to heaven. Keep in mind that his ministry has lasted just roughly 

three years, and in that time, he’s turned the culture of his community upside 

down, so much so that he was killed for it. And yet, here he is, not dead but alive, 

speaking with the disciples and telling them that they will be witnesses. They will 

tell people about him, the sin that he has saved people from, that no one comes 

to the Father except through him. They will testify to it all, everything they’ve 

seen and heard from him.  

But he makes it clear that they won’t be alone in this endeavor. He’s going to 

send something called the Holy Spirit to help them in this work. In fact, the Holy 

Spirit will do the heavy lifting here, because they will receive power when they 

receive the Holy Spirit. And they do. We know from the rest of the book of Acts 

that Peter, and later Paul, perform miracles and, in Peter’s case, preach the 

gospel to people of all nations in their own language. At one point, in Acts 8, a guy 

named Simon wants to pay Peter for this gift of healing that he’s been given. At 

another point, in Acts 14, some people want to worship Paul and even call him a 

god after he healed someone who had never walked. From a worldly standpoint, 

it was the person themselves who was doing the work, who had the power. We 

know, however, that the kingdom doesn’t work like that. All this amazing stuff 

was happening because these people had the Holy Spirit. It was not a power that 

was earned by these men, or even a power that they owned. They were merely 

conduits for what the Holy Spirit was doing, which was creating faith in the lives 

of the people who heard the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

Now, hold that thought for a second and think about the times that you’ve shared 

your faith with someone. How hard was it? The first time I shared my faith with 



someone, the first time I told someone about the Good News of Jesus Christ, their 

response was that they were doing alright living the life that they were living, and 

didn’t really need Jesus. I was disappointed to say the least. But I didn’t stop 

sharing just because of one person rejecting what I was telling them. On the 

contrary, I felt that people needed to know this Good News that I’d been given. 

The Holy Spirit was doing the work through me and I was happy that He was 

because, to be honest, I’m not all that great at it. If it were just me sharing the 

good news, I’m afraid that it probably wouldn’t get very far. And I say that not as 

a discouraging thing, but as an encouragement. We have the counselor, given to 

us to do the work that He does in the lives of God’s people.  

You see, when Jesus left the disciples, he didn’t leave them with nothing, but with 

everything. He left them with the gift to end all gifts, the one who calls, 

enlightens, sanctifies, and keeps you in faith. He didn’t say, “Well, guys, you’re on 

your own. Do the best you can.” Although sometimes we approach sharing the 

good news in this way. We can become so intimidated by it that we decide not to 

do it, not to talk about Jesus to our friends. After all, the famous saying goes that 

there are two things that you should never talk about: politics and religion. I can’t 

speak to the former, but as for the latter, we’re talking about a matter of eternal 

life. And if you believe, surely you want others to believe it as well. But I want you 

to hear this important truth this morning: you are not alone in sharing the gospel. 

Much like a witness protection program, you are not going out into the world to 

share the gospel on your own. After all, the Holy Spirit calls people to Jesus. 

Again, the Holy Spirit does the heavy lifting here. Note verse 8: “But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 

witnesses, telling people about me everywhere.” Earlier on, in the gospels, Jesus 

tells them in Mark 13:11, “Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not 

worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, 

for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.”  If the Holy Spirit calls people 

through the word, all you have to do is speak the word. That’s it. If faith comes by 

hearing, which it does, and we are merely a vessel for the word, then we don’t 

have to worry about how it’s received or even what to say. This is so different 

than thinking about evangelism as a chore, and that somehow we have to be 

eloquent and say just the right thing so that people will believe. No. Check out 

what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 3: “I planted the seed and Apollos watered it, but 



God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but 

only God, who makes things grow.”  

In most circumstances, it might be disheartening to say, “you’re not anything.” 

But in this case, it is actually a source of great encouragement. We’ve put undue 

pressure and guilt on ourselves because we’re often so afraid to share the gospel. 

And I understand that, especially in our culture today, it can be a tough 

conversation to have with someone. But I want you to know that you don’t go 

into it alone. The Holy Spirit is there, every step of the way, providing the truth of 

the word for you.  

Check out the Old Testament reading for today to illustrate how it’s done. God 

has not left us without something to testify about. Amongst us believers, we often 

share stories about how God has done various things in our lives. Just like those 

stories we tell about God’s faithfulness, God in Isaiah is telling his people, “look at 

all the things I’ve done that shows I’m God, the only God.” Verse 12 says, “First I 

predicted your rescue, then I saved you and proclaimed it to the world.” This is 

God saying that He’s the only one that can do this. He is unique.  

How many of you have God stories, those things that have happened in your life 

that you just can’t explain any other way? How many of you have seen the truth 

of God’s faithfulness and can testify to it? You are witnesses. It sometimes seems 

like we don’t know what to say when it comes to telling people about God. It feels 

difficult. It feels like we don’t know what to say. But in Isaiah, God is saying you 

are my witnesses. You saw what happened. All you have to do is testify to it. You 

don’t have to be an eloquent speaker. All you have to do is say what happened. 

The Holy Spirit does the rest.  

I think it’s interesting that, in these crime shows, they often have a witness who 

has committed a crime, who gets immunity for that crime. I love that idea for 

because, if witnesses had to be perfect, there would be none. No one would meet 

the criteria for being a perfect witness. The same is true for us. We are forgiven, 

not because we’re so great. We get the ultimate immunity, not because we are 

perfect. We get the forgiveness simply because we need it. Christ didn’t come for 

the person who has it altogether, as if such a person even exists. No, Christ died 

for the ungodly. And this is the beautiful part of what the Holy Spirit does. He 

sanctifies us. We participate in telling people about the good news not because 



we all of the sudden have it all figured out, and we don’t do so from a place of 

superiority. Rather, we do so because we are called to. The witness doesn’t have 

to be perfect to tell the truth. And that’s good news for us all. 

One thing we have to be careful of is how we understand the work that God has 

given us. Notice that the disciples ask Jesus about when the kingdom is coming 

right in the middle of him telling them that the Holy Spirit is going to come upon 

them. This means that after three years of teaching and telling them what’s going 

to happen, they are still interested in this earthly kingdom and Jesus restoring or 

making it new. They’ve missed the point. This can be us as well when we forget 

that we are witnesses to what God has done. We can get sidetracked and try to 

find an out, a distraction from the main goal. We can find other things in life that 

draw our attention away from the Gospel, much like the Roman “bread and 

circuses” that were used as a way to distract people from what the government 

was doing at the time. We try to find ways to work on ourselves to be better at 

the law of God. We look for Jesus to return now to save us from this weary world. 

Instead, we should be looking at the world around us and saying, “here’s the 

promise of Christ, given for you.” Notice that it took two white-robed men to tell 

them to stop looking upward, and instead refocus their attention on the matter at 

hand. What might it take for us to stop looking in other places for a better word 

from God than the one we’ve already been given?  

Remember when I said that witnesses testify to what they’ve seen. It is not, 

therefore, up to the witness to manufacture a story or give a performance. What 

witnesses do is simply tell the truth. As believers, that’s our job, to simply tell 

what happened, that Jesus Christ came to die for our sin. It might not seem like it, 

but we really don’t need any fancy, convoluted plans to share the gospel. We 

don’t have to be great at it in and of ourselves. We’re just witnesses. We see that 

Jesus has done this amazing thing for us. Again, we just have to say what 

happened. 

And what happened, as we know, was that Christ was given for you and me. We 

say it during communion, we talk about our sins being forgiven. We rejoice and 

hold fast to the promise of Christ and his resurrection. We are witnesses to this 

great and wonderful truth. Let us rest in it and find peace in it as we share it, in 

Jesus’ name, amen. 


