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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
FEBRUARY 6, 2022 

9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 
Choir Director: Herb Alexander 

Children’s Outreach Director: Christine Murray 
Youth Director: Brian Phipps 

Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 
 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church 
FEBRUARY 6, 2022 

9:30 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                               Rose Ann Sochan 
 
 
OPENING HYMN       “We Gather Together”  p. 561   v. 1-3 
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LITANY ADAPTED FROM PSALM 18 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

I love you, Lord; 
you are my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my savior; 
my God is my rock, in whom I find protection. 
He is my shield, the power that saves me, 
and my place of safety. 
I called on the Lord, who is worthy of praise, 
and he saved me from my enemies.  
The Lord lives! Praise to my Rock! 
May the God of my salvation be exalted!  
We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 

Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
 
All: 
 



 4 

 
HYMNS OF PRAISE   “Thine Is the Glory”  p. 227   (2x) 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE              “Shout to the Lord”  (2x) 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  

  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin 

I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but 
some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliv-
er and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiv-
en. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  Amen.  

 
THE OFFERING                        
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                               Julian  Fuentes                                   “Minuet No.2”  
 
OUR RESPONSE 
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OUR FIRST EPISTLE LESSON  
1 Peter 5:1-7  
Reader:  Jane Costello 
 
To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who al-
so will share in the glory to be revealed: 

2
 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, 

watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to 
be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 

3
 not lording it over those entrusted to 

you, but being examples to the flock. 
4
 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive 

the crown of glory that will never fade away. 
5
 In the same way, you who are younger, submit 

yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, be-
cause, “God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.” 

6
 Humble yourselves, there-

fore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 
7
 Cast all your anxiety on 

him because he cares for you. 

 
OUR SECOND EPISTLE LESSON 
1 Cor. 12:7b-10  
 
Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a 
messenger of Satan, to torment me. 

8
 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from 

me. 
9
 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weak-

ness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power 
may rest on me. 

10
 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, 

in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
Matthew 23:1-12 

 

 

 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 
2 
“The teachers of the law and the Pharisees 

sit in Moses’ seat. 
3 
So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do what 

they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 
4 
They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and 

put them on other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to 
move them. 

5 
“Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries

[a]
 wide and the 

tassels on their garments long; 
6 
they love the place of honor at banquets and the most im-

portant seats in the synagogues; 
7 
they love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and 

to be called ‘Rabbi’ by others. 

8 
“But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. 

9 
And 

do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. 
10 

Nor are 
you to be called instructors, for you have one Instructor, the Messiah. 

11 
The greatest among 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+23&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23924a
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 you will be your servant. 
12 

For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted. 

 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE          
“God’s Care for Mental Illness” 
By Lloyd Evans 
(Copies of this sermon and  
others can be found in the narthex) 
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 WORSHIP HYMN         “Lord, Be Glorified”  p. 394  v. 1-3 

WORDS OF FAITH                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He 
rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
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 THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Servers: Gary Ally,  Jane Costello 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                                         “Lamb of God” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
p. 209 (2X), p. 204 v.1-4, p. 102 (2X) 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
All: Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy 
meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith within 
our hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy presence. Melt 
us, mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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 CLOSING SONG                        “Great Things” 
 

Come let us worship our King 
Come let us bow at His feet 
He has done great things 

 
See what our Savior has done 
See how His love overcomes 

He has done great things 
He has done great things 

 
Oh, hero of Heaven 

You conquered the grave 
You free every captive and break every chain 

Oh God, You have done great things 
 

We dance in Your freedom, awake and alive 
Oh Jesus, our Savior, Your name lifted high 

Oh God, You have done great things 
 

You've been faithful through every storm 
You'll be faithful forevermore 
You have done great things 

And I know You will do it again 
For Your promise is "Yes and amen" 

You will do great things 
God, You do great things 

 
Oh, hero of Heaven, You conquered the grave 
You free every captive and break every chain 

Oh God, You have done great things 
We dance in Your freedom, awake and alive 
Oh Jesus, our Savior, Your name lifted high 

Oh God, You have done great things 
 

Hallelujah God, above it all 
Hallelujah God, unshakable 

Hallelujah, You have done great things 
 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                          

God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 

 
                          

 CONNECT WITH MESSIAH 
We have a new way that you can connect with us! You can use this 
QR code to let us know you’re new, tell us that you’re interested in 

next steps at MLC, submit prayer requests, fill out a connection 
card, and give online. Scan it now to connect with MLC. 

 
 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet. 
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Our office hours will temporarily be from 9am-3pm Mon-Fri. Saturdays and evenings 
by appointment. 

 
YOUTH CHOIR 

The Youth Choir will practice on Wednesday nights at 6:00 – 6:30 pm (right before 
AWANA and Head 2 Heart). Your child ages Kindergarten – 8th grade can worship the 
Lord through song with their friends.  Our performances will usually happen once a 

month at the 9:30 and ll:00 Sunday services.  Please email Sherri Unyi at un-
yi86@comcast.net to register your child.   

 

GET INVOLVED 

 
LAY MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Lay Ministry board is looking for additional volunteers to help with ushering, 
scripture reading, communion service, and communion preparation (altar guild).  The 

commitment is no more than once per month and you can choose how often you 
would like to serve and when.  We will also provide training.  If you are interested, 

contact Tom Bond by email (tlbond7@hotmail.com or lmmlcjoliet@gmail.com) or con-
tact the church office  

   
LIVING ALTERNATIVES FUNDRAISER 

For the month of February, we will be doing the Baby Bottle Fundraiser that we have 
done in the past. They will be giving us 80 bottles to fill with cash, from loose change 
to paper money. This is a good way to remind us all of the work that Living Alterna-

tives does. To participate, simply pick up a baby bottle in the narthex, fill it up, and re-
turn it to the church office. Or go to page.fundeasy.com/5473786 to give there. Thank 

you for your support of this ministry!  
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MESSIAH QUILTERS 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, February 15th, 2022 from 9 am – 12 pm.  We have 

lots of quilts ready to be tied.  No sewing or quilting experience is required.  Please join us 
if you can. If you are unable to join us and would like to sew at home, we have kits ready 

for you to sew.  Contact Kathy Mueller at scpbklane@aol.com for more information or any 
questions you may have. 

 
MEAL TRAIN 

We all know someone who may be overwhelmed during a difficult time. Perhaps an illness, 
surgery, loss of a family member or a job or the challenge of a new baby. Messiah is form-
ing a Meal Train for anyone who would like to prepare and deliver a meal or need a meal. 
To sign up for the Meal Train team or request a Meal Train, please visit mlcjoliet.org/meal-

train 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MLC MESSIAH KIDS 

 
MESSIAH KIDS REMIND GROUP 

What is Remind? A texting program where can keep you updating on whats going on. Par-
ents of Sunday School aged children (Kindergarten through sixth grade), you can join the 

Messiah Kids Remind group by texting the code mlcmk to 81010.  
 

MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Messiah Kids Sunday school continues today at 9:30 on the 2nd floor. 

 
MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY 11 AM 

Messiah Kids happens during the 11 am service, right after the children’s message. Just 
sign in at the kiosk in the narthex.  

 
AWANA (Wednesday nights at 6:30 pm) 

For Prek-6th grade, Awana is a great time of games and learning about the Bible. Don't 
miss out. Lets get back to the important things! 
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MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
HEAD2HEART (Wednesdays at 6:15 pm) 
Middle school students confirmation class.  

 
HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

HSSS continues this week. 
 

S.A.L.T. (Sundays at 4:30 pm) 
High school students, come out for a time of fellowship, fun and talking about God.  

 
 

SUPERBOWL PIZZA FUNDRAISER (February 9th-13th)  
For 7th-12th grades. Messiah folks, get your Big Game pizza directly from our student 
ministry. Students, prep is Friday Feb. 11th 5pm-8pm. Pickup is Sunday Feb. 13th after 
services. Orders are due by Wed. Feb. 9th, and can be ordered through our website at 

bit.ly/MLCPizza or using the envelopes on the usher’s table in the narthex. 
 

MAFIA (March 11 from 7 pm-10 pm) 
For 7th-12th grades. Bring $5 for pizza 

 
EVENTS 

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the Fireside Room. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more information.  
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Join us for a great time of fellowship and study of God’s word in the fellowship hall. 
For the month of February: 6th Pastor Kurt Hoover, 13th Laurel Ling, 20th Tom Bond, 

27th Doug Potts. 
 

MOSAIC (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Mosaic is a “next level” Life Group ministry for 20-30 somethings AKA Mosaics or Mil-
lennials.  Mosaic focuses on a life of worship through; service, fellowship, prayer, and 
music, all the while discussing Biblical truths. To join this group, simply come to the 

study at the Mosaic room (the classroom off of the fellowship hall).  
 

OWLS (February 8 at noon) 
Our first even of 2022! Join us in the fellowship hall for a time of fellowship and food 

with the pastors and staff of Messiah. It’s for anyone who interested in finding out 
more about Messiah, and it’s free. 

 
ENCORE GOING TO FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN (Feb. 16) 

Our 55 and older group called Encore is headed to Feed My Starving Children on 
Wednesday February 16, 2022 at 11:30 AM - 1:15 PM. It’s a great opportunity to serve 

those in need in the world, and great fellowship as well. You can get more info by  
contacting Pastor Dave at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org.  
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FAMILY TRIVIA NIGHT (February 19 at 12:30 pm) 
Attention everyone from Ages 8-88! Consider yourself invited to our annual trivia 

night. Everyone will gather in “family units” (like teams, only better) to answer ques-
tions ranging from pop culture to sports and beyond. Be sure to join us and recruit 

others to be a part of your family unit! 
 

MEN’S RETREAT (March 4-6) 
Come with us to Center Lake Bible Camp for great time of fellowship and Biblical 

teaching. The speaker is Sid Bream, former player for the Dodgers, Pirates and Braves. 
There will be man food, man fun, and man time. The cost is $135. See Pastor Stier for 

details or email him at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org 
 

FIRST COMMUNION (March 13 during 9am Service) 
All grades are welcome but please plan on attending if your student is in 4/5 grade 

or has not received instruction. At least one parent is to attend the class with the 
child, and the class will run for five weeks. On Maundy Thursday April 14, at 7pm, the 
class will receive their first communion. Please register at bit.ly/!stCommMLC if you 

plan to attend. Contact Dave Stier for questions at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org 
 

ENCORE HEADED TO ARK ENCOUNTER (April 19-21) 
Our Encore group is also headed to the Ark Encounter, located south of Cincinnati, 

OH in Williamstown, KY. The trip is planned for April 19-21, 2022. The estimated cost 
of the entire trip is $300. Contact Pastor Dave at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more 

info. You can also register at https://messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/
registrations/events/1145220.  

 
WEDNESDAY HAPPENINGS 

 
HOW TO DISCOVER YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS (February 9th at 6:30 pm) 

Pastor Stier will lead a discussion on how to develop your spiritual gifts. The Bible 
teaches that each and every Christian has been gifted with supernatural abilities 

called spiritual gifts. This class will not only help you understand what spiritual gifts 
are but we will also help you discover yours and how to put them to use for God's 

glory.   
 

SACRAMENTS 101 (Feb. 16th and 23rd at 6:30 pm) 
For both new attenders and seasoned members, Pastor Kurt’s sacraments study will 

be enlightening and encouraging in how God works through these two spiritual  
commitments.   

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEAL (5:30pm-6:30pm) 

Bring your family so you don’t have to rush here. Great food and fellowship time. 
 

We would like to thank Julian Fuentes for his performance this morning.  Also, 
congratulations to him on receiving first place with the Joliet Grade School solo 

contest! 
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STEWARDSHIP &  

ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 43 
9:30 am: 65 
11:00 am: 77 

 
Online: 218 

MSM: 7 
Messiah Kids SS: 52 
Insight/Mosaic:14 

SALT: 3 
Awana Clubbers: — 

Awana Volunteers: — 
 

All online counts are estimates only. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
If you would like to purchase altar flowers, call the office at 815-741-4488. 

2022 BUDGET 

 
Proposed Yearly Operating Budget: : 

$620,945 
Average Need Each Week: $11,941 

Received last week: $15,012 
Received year-to-date: $47,119 
Needed year-to-date: $59,821 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (February 6) 
8:00 Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 Insight Life Group 
9:30 Mosaic Life Group 

9:30 Sunday School 
9:30 am HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
11 am Messiah Kids 

4:30 pm S.A.L.T. 
MONDAY (February 7) 
9 am CCHC Homeschool 
TUESDAY (February 8) 

Noon O.W.L.S. 
WEDNESDAY (February 9) 

9 am Classical Conversations Homeschool 
5:30 pm Dinner 

6 pm Youth Choir 
6:15 pm Head2Heart 

6:30 pm Awana 
6:30 Adult Class 

THURSDAY (February 10) 
10 am Prayer Group 

11:30 am Staff Meeting 
FRIDAY (February 11) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (February 12) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (February 13) 

8:00 Worship 
9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 Insight Life Group 
9:30 Mosaic Life Group 

9:30 Sunday School 
9:30 am HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
11 am Messiah Kids 

12:15 Pizza With the Pastors 
4:30 pm S.A.L.T. 

STEWARDSHIP VERSE 
OF THE WEEK 

 
Matthew 25:23  

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good 
and faithful servant! You have been faith-

ful with a few things; I will put you in 
charge of many things. Come and share 

your master’s happiness!’” 
 
 


