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The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Command the people of Israel to bring you pure 

oil of pressed olives for the light, to keep the lamps burning continually. 3 This 

is the lampstand that stands in the Tabernacle, in front of the inner curtain 

that shields the Ark of the Covenant.[a] Aaron must keep the lamps burning in 

the LORD’s presence all night. This is a permanent law for you, and it must be 

observed from generation to generation. 4 Aaron and the priests must tend 

the lamps on the pure gold lampstand continually in the LORD’s presence. 

(Leviticus 24:1-4) 

 

35 “Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 as though you were 

waiting for your master to return from the wedding feast. Then you will be 

ready to open the door and let him in the moment he arrives and 

knocks. 37 The servants who are ready and waiting for his return will be 

rewarded. I tell you the truth, he himself will seat them, put on an apron, and 

serve them as they sit and eat! 38 He may come in the middle of the night or 

just before dawn.[d] But whenever he comes, he will reward the servants who 

are ready. 

39 “Understand this: If a homeowner knew exactly when a burglar was 

coming, he would not permit his house to be broken into. 40 You also must be 

ready all the time, for the Son of Man will come when least expected.” (Luke 

12:35-40) 

 

In 1984, President Ronald Reagan went on what used to be called a 

“Whistle Stop Tour”, which was a train tour where candidates would stand 

on the end of the train after it stops and give their usual stump speech. This 
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was a fairly common event in the early days of trains, but by 1984 it was 

more of a novelty than anything. Nevertheless, it had the intended effect of 

garnering publicity for the president, who was in the middle of a re-election 

bid.  

Growing up, I don’t remember my family being all that political. Politics and 

voting was rarely, if ever, discussed. I remember being told that I should 

vote, but I don’t ever remember being told how I should vote. But when my 

mother heard that President Reagan’s tour was going to go straight 

through Perrysburg, OH where she grew up, and which was close to where 

we were living at the time, she saw her chance to let me see a part of 

history.  

Although the train was due in the evening, I remember gathering around 

the train crossing fairly early. The train tracks ran through the center of the 

town. There was almost no one there. We sat in the sun for what seemed 

like an eternity to my ten year old self. There was no shade and all we had 

was some water and a couple of peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. For a 

kid, it was like torture. But my mother was determined to give me this gift 

of an historical event, the one and only time I’d ever see a president in the 

flesh (at least, so far). As we waited and waited, and the sun went down, the 

crowd around us grew and the police cordoned off the section of the street 

where the train was going to stop. When the train finally did arrive, we were 

packed like sardines around the railroad crossing lights that sat in the 

middle of the road. At that point you could feel the excitement building. 

Now, luckily, my mother had thought ahead and put us by the crossing 

lights for a reason, and that reason was that there was a cement base to the 

sign and lights, with enough room on it to stand up on so that we could 

see. So even though I was ten, I climbed up there to see the President. 

Being a kid, I wasn’t all that excited, but as an adult it was a memory I’ll 

never forget. Mostly, what I remember is the excitement and the 

anticipation of the crowd. Much like seeing your favorite band, or getting to 



visit a relative you haven’t seen in a really long time, people prepared 

themselves in various ways to see a slice of history.  

Why do we clean our house when we have guests coming to visit? Is it 

because we want to make a good impression? Is it because we want them 

to feel comfortable in our home? Most of us do something in anticipation 

of someone coming to see us in our home. When someone is coming to 

visit you, you await the moment they arrive. You think about it before hand, 

maybe even obsess a little. You look forward to it. The same is true for the 

coming of Jesus Christ, at least in theory. Christians are supposed to 

anticipate this happening, and be ready when it does, because only the 

Father has the knowledge of when this is all going to go down.  

But after 2,000 years of waiting, it’s understandable that we’ve gotten a 

little lax in our waiting. In fact, although we kind of wait for it in a general 

way, many of us tend to give the matter very little discussion. On the other 

hand, there are believers who are convinced that we are in the end times 

and that Jesus’ arrival here on earth is imminent. But people have been 

saying that ever since he said he was coming back.  

So we seem to have two extremes, two camps of people in the church at 

large, and those are the people that have a kind of unintentional apathy for 

the return of Christ, and those that see it in every sign the world has to 

offer. Neither approach seems to be what Jesus is getting at in today’s 

passage.  

And the reason why is that getting ready for something is kind of mundane. 

Being prepared for something isn’t as fun as the thing when it happens. 

Waiting for an event doesn’t seem to be nearly as great as the event. But 

the preparation is absolutely necessary.  

In the gospels, Jesus talks about the ten virgins and making sure that their 

lamps were ready when the bridegroom came. Five had enough oil to keep 

their lamps burning, and five did not. We talked about that a couple of 

months ago. It’s clear from this passage and others that being ready for 



Jesus means being about the Father’s business. And I think it would be 

beneficial to talk about what that looks like.  

As a culture, we seem to thrive on busyness. In fact, there’s almost a weird, 

sadistic view of work and abuse that it takes on our minds and bodies. 

There’s a cultural pride in working, to be sure, and that’s a good thing, but 

there’s also a cultural pride in working too hard, of exerting extra force, of 

pushing yourself to the limit. Sometimes, this is a good thing as well. But as 

a matter of course, it isn’t. To borrow a phrase from the world of music, we 

weren’t really designed to hit the high notes all the time. Imagine a song 

with all high notes: not very pleasant. Usually, songs spend their time in the 

middle range, with high and low notes placed strategically to give an arc to 

the song so that it takes you on a journey. To take a metaphor from 

another world, we can’t function in overdrive all the time. After all, we know 

from the tortoise and the hare that slow and steady wins the race, right? 

Why should it be any different when it comes to our relationship with and 

understanding of, God? There are so many things vying for our attention in 

this world that at times it seems like God, church, the body of Christ…it all 

ends up on the back burner. And yet, that’s how we prepare for the second 

coming of Christ, to stay connected to God and the church. Those things 

encourage our faith, and if we’re found without faith we’re unprepared.  

So we should be investing in eternal things, spending time cultivating our 

understanding of God, and our love for our neighbor, doing the work that, 

again, has eternal ramifications. We should be about our Father’s business. 

That doesn’t necessarily mean that we shouldn’t be in the world. In fact, we 

should definitely be in the world. But what it does mean is that we should 

be a presence in the world, giving off light, sprinkling salt and ultimately 

doing God’s will. This is how we prepare. This is how we place ourselves in a 

kingdom mindset that will allow us to be ready when Jesus comes back. 

And make no mistake, he is coming.  

Check out verse 40: “You also must be ready all the time, for the Son of 

Man will come when least expected.” You must have faith and believe, not 



only because we don’t know when he’s coming back, but also it will be 

when we least expect it. I don’t know what that means, exactly, but it could 

mean that in the times of our lives when we have everything we need and 

want, when we’ve been given over to some malaise or laziness, that’s when 

Jesus will come back, which is exactly what he’s saying. Don’t get to a point 

of spiritual laziness. Don’t take for granted what God is doing in your life. 

And as we know, when we’re relaxing on the couch and there’s a surprise 

knock on our door at our house from someone we didn’t know was coming 

over, we’re not really ready for that. It startles us. It will be the same way 

with Jesus.  

And what does that knock at the door look like in a practical sense? Jesus 

tells us in the rest of the passage: 

41 Peter asked, “Lord, is that illustration just for us or for everyone?” 

 

42 And the Lord replied, “A faithful, sensible servant is one to whom the 

master can give the responsibility of managing his other household servants 

and feeding them. 43 If the master returns and finds that the servant has 

done a good job, there will be a reward. 44 I tell you the truth, the master will 

put that servant in charge of all he owns. 45 But what if the servant thinks, 

‘My master won’t be back for a while,’ and he begins beating the other 

servants, partying, and getting drunk? 46 The master will return 

unannounced and unexpected, and he will cut the servant in pieces and 

banish him with the unfaithful. 

47 “And a servant who knows what the master wants, but isn’t prepared and 

doesn’t carry out those instructions, will be severely punished. 48 But 

someone who does not know, and then does something wrong, will be 

punished only lightly. When someone has been given much, much will be 

required in return; and when someone has been entrusted with much, even 

more will be required. 



So, who are the players in this story? It’s not some abstract, theoretical 

situation. It’s us. We are the ones who have been given much. We have the 

knowledge of the salvation found only in Jesus Christ. So, what are we 

doing with it? You see, our service to and for God, it matters. If the servant 

has done a good job, there will be a reward. This is not earning salvation, 

but it is bearing fruit. And bearing fruit is a big deal. We have to ask 

ourselves on a daily basis questions like, did I speak a word of 

encouragement to the server who seems to be having a bad day? Did I give 

what I could to help the orphan and the widow? Did I show kindness and 

grace in the face of scorn and contempt? In short, was I about my Father’s 

business? A servant who knows what the master wants, but isn’t prepared 

to do it, will be severely punished. As Jesus said in Matthew 10:28, “Do not 

be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be 

afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.” 

Now, I don’t think any of us would beat our servants or anything like that, 

but what is Jesus driving at when he describes the head servant behaving 

like that? He is describing distraction. Distraction from what we’ve been 

given to do on this earth. And we have all kinds of distractions. As we 

mentioned earlier, it’s not just work that’s a distraction. There are all kinds 

of things that we can be involved in, both personally and collectively, that 

can be big distractions from knowing God, growing in our understanding of 

him, and our encouragement to love our neighbor. It could be as simple as 

playing games on our phone instead of opening the Bible app, for example. 

It’s not wrong to play a game on your phone, of course, but it’s replacing 

time with God, then we’ve got our priorities all mixed up. If something 

replaces the things that you’re doing for preparation in the Lord’s second 

coming, then we have a problem.  

In fact, I have to ask the question of myself as much as anyone else, how 

ready am I? How prepared am I for Jesus coming back? Have I been sharing 

the gospel in small and large ways? Have I been obedient to his 



commands? It’s a valid question to ask ourselves as we get ready for his 

return.  

I don’t know what exactly the end times look like. But I do know that I want 

to be on the right side of it when it happens, right? I want to be on the side 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. I don’t want to be caught, awash 

in apathy and cynicism about who God is and what his Son has done for 

me. And although we all have doubts sometimes, I wouldn’t want to make 

it a habit or a lifestyle. But the good news is that we don’t do it alone. We’re 

not called by God and then set loose on an unbelieving world. The Spirit 

guides us and continually renews us. We have only to rely on this truth as 

we fight the good fight of faith, and hopefully end victorious in the sight of 

the one, true living God. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


