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Readings: 

• Romans 12:3-8 

• Matthew 25:14-30 

• Ephesians 4: 11-16 
 
Passages also used: 

o 1 Peter 4:10-11 
o Corinthians 12:27-31 

 
Opener 
Christmas time has come and gone. Most of us have put the tree, 
decorations, and our gifts away. Ok, in all honesty I wish my tree was 
put away but maybe it will get done this week. Don’t get me wrong, it’s 
really nice and pretty and all, but I’m just always worried that we’ll be 
focusing on Christ’s ultimate sacrifice and His resurrection, and I’ll look 
over in that corner and the tree will still be up! LOL 
 
I’d bet many of us returned some gifts or have already “re-gifted” them 
or are thinking of ways to do just that next year. We all know that 
Christmas isn’t all about gifts, but I want to challenge you. What if it is 
all about the gifts? 
I think I could be standing on really solid Biblical ground if I say 
Christmas is definitely all about the gifts! Ok, some of you are way too 
smart for me you are already on the whole Jesus is the greatest gift or 
God gave us life as a gift etc. But I want you to let the rest of us catch 
up for a moment…… 
 
Ok now that we’re all on the same page about Jesus being a great if not 
the greatest gift, I want to go deeper. Did you know that God has gifted 
you so many more things than just life and Jesus? 
 
I wonder how many of you did some kind of “White Elephant” 
Christmas party this year? I remember doing my first in December of 
1985.  
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I was just trolling trough another youth group in the next town. (You 
see I had already dated all the girls I was interested in in my church. So, 
I needed to go fishing in another pond so to speak. I guess you could 
say I was a fisher of woman before I actually became “a fisher of men” 
LOL) But anyway I was invited to this white elephant party.  
 
I loved it so much that when I got my first call as a youth pastor, it was 
a no brainer that we were going to do a White Elephant Christmas 
party. I did one every year from 1998 till 2019. When I turned the youth 
ministry over to Brian. If you don’t know what one is let me explain.  
…… 
 

• If you could ask God for any gift, what would it be and why? 
 
This morning’s Big Idea 
Every Christian has been given supernatural abilities called spiritual 
gifts to glorify God and be used by Him, and one day we will give an 
account for how well we used them. 
 
When we trusted Christ, we received the gift of salvation, but we were 
also given another gift that many Christians don’t know about. We’re 
going to discuss what that is, and how it is definitely not a ‘white 
elephant’ gift.  
 
The Bible teaches that each and every Christian has been gifted with 
supernatural abilities called spiritual gifts, (we read about them in 
Romans 12) but the responsibility is on us to unwrap them and figure 
out where to use them. Let’s look at a passage of Scripture that will 
help us understand this whole area. 
 
1 Peter 4:10-11 (NLT) 
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 God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual 
gifts. Use them well to serve one another. Do you have the gift of 
speaking? Then speak as though God himself were speaking 
through you. Do you have the gift of helping others? Do it with all 
the strength and energy that God supplies. Then everything you do 
will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ. All glory and power to 
him forever and ever! Amen. 
 

• Do you believe God’s power can flow through you by using your 
gift?  

•  
In these two verses, Peter explains three things: who gets spiritual gifts, 
how we use them, and why we use them. Let’s look at each one. 
 
Who gets them?  
Peter informs us that everyone does. Not just pastors or teachers or 
‘super spiritual’ believers, but all Christians. Sometimes we might think 
that God chooses only certain people, but this text makes It clear that 
He wants to use all of us. The word here for ‘gift’ is charisma, which in 
this context means a freely given supernatural ability which enables us 
to serve God.  
 
How do we use them?  
Peter tells us to manage them well by using them in the power of God. 
What this means is that we have been entrusted with a gift through 
which God desires to impact the world, so we need to take that 
responsibility seriously and let His power flow through us when we use 
our gift. We’ll dig deeper into this idea of how do we use them in a class 
that I’ll be offering Wednesday night Feb. 9th. 
 
Why do we use them?  
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The bottom line is so that God is glorified. Basically, this means that we 
use our gifts ultimately to make God’s name famous and increase His 
rule and reign on the earth. 
 
Which gifts have you truly been blessed with?  
Discovering the answer to that question requires the following:  
Prayer:  
     Seek the Holy Spirit's guidance while evaluating your gifts.  
Study:  
     Become familiar with the scripture references, definitions, and how 
each gift functions within the Body of Christ. This will provide you with 
a solid foundation from which to further evaluate your gifts.  
Self-Examination:  
     Explore your feelings about each of the spiritual gifts. Examples of 
how each gift may be utilized in the church will be a part of that Bible 
study I’ll offer in a few weeks. 
 As you explore these examples, you will need to ask yourself how you 
feel about the types of ministry activity identified for these gifts. You 
may expect to feel fulfilled through the use of your gifts.  
Track Your Results:  
     As you use your spiritual gifts, pay close attention to the results 
produced through your efforts. You can expect to experience positive 
results from the use of your gifts.  
Listen For Affirmation:  
     As you use your spiritual gifts, listen for affirmation from other 
Christians. They will recognize and confirm your spiritual gifts, through 
genuine expressions of approval and thankfulness for a job well done!  
Putting Your Gifts To Use:  
     All Christians are to work together, supporting one another. 
However, our gifts make us better prepared and equipped to perform 
in some areas of ministry over others. A person who is working within a 
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ministry area they are gifted for, will be more effective in that ministry 
than one they not gifted for.  
 
 

Let’s look at how these gifts might look in our setting; 
(I’m going to go through this list quickly but it can be found on the back 
of your insert.) 
 

• Administration: the gift that enables a believer to 

formulate, direct, and carry out plans necessary to fulfill 

God’s purpose.  

• Discernment:  the gift that motivates a believer to seek 

God's will and purpose and apply that understanding to 

individual and congregational situations.  

• Evangelism:  the gift that moves believers to reach 

nonbelievers in such a way that they are born again and 

become active members of the Christian community.  

• Exhortation / Counseling or Encouragement:  the gift that 

moves the believer to reach out with Christian love and 

presence to people in personal conflict or facing a spiritual 

void.  

▪ Sometimes it’s just listening 
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• Faith:  the gift that gives a believer the eyes to see the Spirit 

at work and the ability to trust the Spirit's leading without 

indication of where it all might lead.  

• Giving: the gift that enables a believer to recognize God's 

blessings and to respond to those blessings by generously 

and sacrificially giving of one's resources (time, talent, and 

treasure).  

• Hospitality: the gift that causes a believer to joyfully 

welcome and receive guests and those in need of food and 

lodging.  

• Intercession:  the gift that enables a believer to pray with 

the certainty that prayer is heard and when requests are 

made, answers will come.  

• Knowledge: the gift that drives a person to learn, analyze 

and uncover new insights with regard to the Bible and faith.  

▪ Sometimes it’s just having Faith when no one 

else does 

• Leadership:  the gift that gives a believer the confidence to 

step forward, give direction and provide motivation to fulfill 

a dream or complete a task.  
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• Compassion / Mercy:  the gift that motivates a believer to 

feel deeply for those in physical, spiritual, or emotional need 

and then act to meet that need. 

• Pastoring / Shepherding:   the gift that gives a believer the 

confidence, capability and compassion to provide spiritual 

leadership and direction for individuals or groups of 

believers.  

• Service / Serving:  the gift that enables a believer to work 

gladly behind the scenes in order that God's work is fulfilled. 

• Teaching:   the gift that enables a believer to communicate a 

personal understanding of the Bible and faith in such a way 

that it becomes clear and understood by others.  

• Wisdom:   the gift that allows the believer to sort through 

opinions, facts and thoughts in order to determine what 

solution would be best for the individual believer or the 

community of believers.  

• Preaching / Prophecy: Speaking what God wants said with 

clarity, creativity, and power. The primary ministry in this 

gift is not prediction, but in confronting people with the 

truth about God and man - with conviction and repentance 

as the result.  
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• Helps / Skilled Craft:   the gift that enables a believer to 

create, build, maintain or repair items used within the 

church.  

While including the next four I’m going to mention can bring up a 

great debate in scholarly circles, I think it’s important to at least 

mention them as possibilities. 

• Artistry:  the gift that gives the believer the skill of creating 

artistic expressions that produce a spiritual response of 

strength and inspiration.  

• Music:  the gift that inspires a believer to express personal 

faith and provide inspiration and comfort through music. 

• Writing:   the gift that gives a believer the ability to express 

truth in a written form; a form that can edify, instruct and 

strengthen the community of believers.  

▪ God can even use us when we are silly! 

 

 

• Saying you don’t have these or any of these gifts isn’t humility. It’s 

a theological slap in God’s face. 

God is in the process of developing your gifts.  
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Just look at 1 Corinthians 12:27-31, “God has appointed apostles, 

prophets, teachers, miracles, healing, helps, leadership… Do we all have 

the ability to interpret unknown languages? Of course not! So you 

should earnestly desire the most helpful gifts.” (v 28-31) 

Paul knows the church is relatively young and needs time to mature. He 

doesn’t designate specific leaders within the community, but he gives 

them vision for what they—by God’s grace—will become. 

 
     What types of ministries will you be most effective in?  
 That’s something we will tackle in my class but for today I’ll wrap up 
with this. 
 
Two final questions… 

• Why are so many Christians unaware of their spiritual gifts? 

• How does using our spiritual gifts make God’s name famous? 
 
 
Using our spiritual gifts are one of the most amazing privileges we’ve 
been given as Christians, but unfortunately many believers don’t even 
know God has gifted them such wonderful things in addition to love, 
forgiveness and everlasting life let alone which gifts they have or how 
to use them. Now that we know how important this whole area of the 
Christian life is, discovering and using our spiritual gifts should be at the 
top of our ‘to do’ list. 
 
The Big Idea 
Every Christian has been given supernatural abilities called spiritual 
gifts to glorify God and be used by Him, and one day we will give an 
account for how well we used them. 
 


