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Exodus 17:1-7 

At the Lord’s command, the whole community of Israel left the wilderness of 

Sin[a] and moved from place to place. Eventually they camped at Rephidim, 

but there was no water there for the people to drink. 2 So once more the 

people complained against Moses. “Give us water to drink!” they demanded. 

“Quiet!” Moses replied. “Why are you complaining against me? And why are 

you testing the Lord?” 

3 But tormented by thirst, they continued to argue with Moses. “Why did you 

bring us out of Egypt? Are you trying to kill us, our children, and our livestock 

with thirst?” 

4 Then Moses cried out to the Lord, “What should I do with these people? They 

are ready to stone me!” 

5 The Lord said to Moses, “Walk out in front of the people. Take your staff, the 

one you used when you struck the water of the Nile, and call some of the 

elders of Israel to join you. 6 I will stand before you on the rock at Mount 

Sinai.[b] Strike the rock, and water will come gushing out. Then the people will 

be able to drink.” So Moses struck the rock as he was told, and water gushed 

out as the elders looked on. 

7 Moses named the place Massah (which means “test”) and Meribah (which 

means “arguing”) because the people of Israel argued with Moses and tested 

the Lord by saying, “Is the Lord here with us or not?” 

 

Romans 5:1-11 

Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have 

peace[a] with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for 
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us. 2 Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved 

privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward 

to sharing God’s glory. 

3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that 

they help us develop endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of 

character, and character strengthens our confident hope of salvation. 5 And 

this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves 

us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. 

6 When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died 

for us sinners. 7 Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright 

person, though someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is 

especially good. 8 But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to 

die for us while we were still sinners. 9 And since we have been made right in 

God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s 

condemnation. 10 For since our friendship with God was restored by the death 

of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through 

the life of his Son. 11 So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship 

with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God. 

John 4:5-13 

Eventually he came to the Samaritan village of Sychar, near the field that 

Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there; and Jesus, tired from 

the long walk, sat wearily beside the well about noontime. 7 Soon a 

Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Please give 

me a drink.” 8 He was alone at the time because his disciples had gone into 

the village to buy some food. 

9 The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to have anything to do with 

Samaritans. She said to Jesus, “You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan woman. 

Why are you asking me for a drink?” 10 Jesus replied, “If you only knew the 

gift God has for you and who you are speaking to, you would ask me, and I 

would give you living water.” 



11 “But sir, you don’t have a rope or a bucket,” she said, “and this well is very 

deep. Where would you get this living water? 12 And besides, do you think 

you’re greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well? How can you 

offer better water than he and his sons and his animals enjoyed?” 

13 Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water will soon become thirsty 

again. 14 But those who drink the water I give will never be thirsty again. It 

becomes a fresh, bubbling spring within them, giving them eternal life.” 

  

Is the Lord Here With Us or Not? It’s an honest question to ask, isn’t it? It 

also makes us feel uncomfortable because we may be of two minds: that 

we don’t want to doubt God’s provision, and on the other hand we don’t 

always see it coming, at least in our humanness. In the passage from 

Exodus, the implication or assumed answer to the question at hand is, “of 

course he is.” He provided manna from heaven for the Israelites when they 

were hungry, water from a stone, military victories when they were 

obedient to God. The psalms are full of cries to God that usually end with 

an understanding that his provision is coming. But notice that last phrase: 

it’s coming. That means it’s not always here, at least the way we would like 

it to be. The story in Exodus illustrates this well. The Israelites are thirsty. 

They are “tormented with thirst” it says, which is kind of like being hangry 

only with liquid, right? And then they go into the familiar complaint that 

they levy against God and Moses every time something is hard or doesn’t 

go their way: wouldn’t it have been better if we’d stayed in Egypt. As slaves. 

You can hear the exaggeration in their voice: “are you trying to kill us?” It 

seems a bit overwrought. 

So God brought them out of Egypt, but when things get a little tough, it’s 

back to the same complaining, the same questioning. God is faithful time 

and again, but that doesn’t stop the Israelites from doubting that he’ll do it 

again. We sing a song about this very thing at the 11 am service, and the 

chorus goes like this: “I’ve seen you move the mountains, and I believe I’ll 



see you do it again.” If we’ve seen it, it should be obvious that it’s coming. 

But it isn’t obvious, at least to us in our human nature. 

I’ve shared with you before the story of how we came to adopt our son 

Dylan, and the cliff notes version of it is that we were having difficultly 

having a biological child, and I was angry about it. Specifically, I was angry 

at God. And had words with God about it. I remember the day that I’d had 

enough, and let all my hurt and vitriol spill out at God. It wasn’t my best 

day. But God has something in the works. A week later we received a call 

from a grandmother who had custody of her grandson. She felt that she 

wasn’t able to raise her grandson, and asked if we’d like to adopt him. God 

heard my quote unquote prayer, that was more like a tirade. God is good. 

But his goodness isn’t predicated on whether or not I get my way. One 

story that I haven’t told has to do with this exact issue, and it was answered 

in a different way than I had hoped. After a decade of being told it would 

be difficult for us to have children, and a few years after we adopted our 

son Dylan, a doctor had shared with me that the medicine I’d been taking 

for a decade was probably the issue as to why we couldn’t conceive. I was 

stunned. I couldn’t believe that after all the doctors and all the tears that no 

one had thought to tell me that this was the issue. After more tears, we felt 

hope, but our hopes were dashed when we had a miscarriage, which ended 

our trying to have more children. 

I share this with you for a couple of reasons. We talk about blessing 

sometimes as though it were God giving us something, and we leave it 

there. But blessings can be prayers answered in ways we don’t like, and 

sometimes only in hindsight will we know why God did or did not do what 

we expected, what we wanted. And I’ll admit, I still don’t get it. I still don’t 

know why all that happened. But I do know this, that the Lord gives and 

takes away, and that He is good through it all. Of course we’re human. We 

don’t want him to take away. We want him to give. And when he gives, we 

feel good about God. But we are the Israelites. We grumble when he 

doesn’t give the way we desire. So we also want to make sure we 



remember his faithfulness when he takes away. I feel that we often don’t 

give God the benefit of the doubt when we are hurting, when we’re 

struggling, when things don’t make sense and we can’t add them all up. 

And although I still don’t understand the “why” of what happened, I choose 

to give God the benefit of the doubt, that He knows what he’s doing, that 

He does things I can’t understand, because after all, He’s God and I’m not, 

and that has to be enough. 

All this stuff begs the question, what do we really need? What do we really 

need? Do we need to get our way to feel like God is good? More 

importantly, what is at the root of all the problems that humankind has, and 

how do we fix it and make it right? Check out what Paul says in Romans 5. 

It bears repeating: 3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and 

trials, for we know that they help us develop endurance. Is this opposite day, 

Paul? No. Problems and trials do something to us and for us. They aren’t a 

waste of time and energy. They might seem like it, but it’s because in our 

unbelief we sometimes refuse to see that endurance to run the spiritual 

race that is set out before us is the thing we need, not necessarily what we 

want. Paul goes on: 4 And endurance develops strength of character, and 

character strengthens our confident hope of salvation. Strength of character 

and hope. Both things that we need, and it bears remembering that the 

impetus for us getting them is problems and trials. Note what Paul doesn’t 

say. He doesn’t say, “and God will give you stuff and answer your prayers 

the way you want, and this will do something great in your life.” If we’re 

honest, we have to say that it’s when we experience the tough stuff that we 

are transformed. Paul continues,  “And this hope [that coincidentally we 

have because of trials] will not lead to disappointment. For we know how 

dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts 

with his love. For we know God loves us because he’s given us his holy spirit 

to fill our hearts with love. So after all that stuff that starts with problems 

and trials, we have the holy spirit who is doing a work in us. God is making 

things happen within us. We aren’t doing it ourselves. Paul says in 



Philippians 1 to that church: “I am certain that God, who began the good 

work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day 

when Christ Jesus returns.” And it bears saying that, in this series called It’s 

Not About You, that God does the work. You don’t. Christ transforms you, 

renewed your mind, and sometimes, it’s the tough times that do it. But God 

(and Paul) didn’t end there. Paul goes on to say this: When we were utterly 

helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners.  

Above all the other stuff in life that we think we need, that we desire, this is 

what we needed above all. We work and strive and pray for situations to 

occur, and often we are disappointed when they don’t happen the way we 

thought they would. But that’s because that’s not what we needed. We 

ultimately don’t need what the world has to offer. We needed saving. 

Which brings us to the woman at the well. 

It’s always good to take a fresh look at the ministry of Jesus. He did 

miracles. He healed people. His ministry only lasted three years. If it was 

that important, he would have stayed longer and done more miracles. But 

that’s not what humankind needed. It might be what we desire when we 

pray for healing, and sometimes God’s hand moves and amazing things 

happen, things we like. And sometimes his hand moves, and things we 

don’t like happen. But either way, the biggest problem, the problem of sin, 

has been solved.  

I often wonder if we see it as the biggest problem. People ask why God 

doesn’t end suffering or sickness, why is there hunger, war and strife in the 

world? All good and fair questions, but as we’ve just discussed God isn’t in 

the business of making life easy. Instead, he’s all about making us right. 

And that’s what Jesus is saying to the woman at the well. He says you’ve 

had this sorted history, and it’s unfortunate. But I want to give you 

something that’s lasting, something that’s eternal. And here is where it gets 

tough.  



Because most of the things we hope for, most of the things we pray for 

even, they will eventually pass away. Whether it’s healing for people or 

hope for the future or for situations to change. All that stuff will eventually 

pass away, because this old world is doing exactly that. Now that doesn’t 

mean we don’t pray for healing, for better jobs or our kids or whatever is 

on our hearts. We’re told to pray for exactly those things, and God does 

mighty works in those prayers. But remember that, while we are praying, 

we’re praying for things that, while they may be fixed temporarily, that they 

aren’t going to last. That’s why, instead of Jesus saying, let’s talk about how 

we can fix your life right now, he tells the woman, here’s living water. You’ll 

never thirst again. Ultimately, I want the living water, right? Because that’s 

what sticks around. 

So while the Israelites were complaining that they were thirsty, they should 

have been looking not to Moses but their Sustainer and His promise, how 

he had been faithful to them through their travels and how he would 

continue to be faithful throughout their journey. Ultimately, that’s what I 

desire in my personal prayer time, to be consumed with God’s provision 

and just say, your will be done. It’s a far more difficult prayer that it might 

seem. Because no matter how long I’ve been a Christian, and I have been 

one for over thirty years, I still want my will to be done.  

Notice verse 6 again in this passage of Romans. It’s one we know well, but 

we want to make sure we get the full effect of what Paul is saying here. Paul 

writes that “when we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time 

and died for us sinners.” It’s hard to overestimate what we didn’t have when 

Jesus died for us. We didn’t have any claims to righteousness in God’s law, 

because that’s impossible. We couldn’t do it all perfectly and it wasn’t even 

plausible that anyone could. We had nothing to offer God that He could 

use or need. It is often stated that we were, and really still are, like babies, 

totally dependent on the parents for everything.  

It's an uncomfortable feeling, isn’t it? To be helpless, not being able to fix 

situations the way we want to, or make unpleasant and downright awful 



things go away. So, even though most of us are now grown up and we 

make grown up decisions and think that, at least on some days, we have a 

handle on what’s going on in our lives, we’re still in that baby mode when it 

comes to God. We can’t offer him anything that he doesn’t already have. 

We can’t be more moral to please him and somehow earn his favor. It’s 

quite the opposite. He does the initiating. He does the moving and 

growing. He does the pushing and prodding. He has created works of 

service for us to do in advance. And that is where the tension is for us. 

On the one hand, this sounds great. God is doing things for us and he is an 

amazing and loving God. This sounds great, right? God’s got this. God’s in 

control. God is perfect in his love for us. What’s not to like about it? But we 

don’t. Let me illustrate this. Let me preface what I’m going to say by saying 

that my wife is a good driver. I often take naps when she drives because I 

trust her driving. But I don’t always. Have you ever done this thing where 

you are a passenger in a car, and the driver doesn’t quite stop as fast as 

you’d like them, and your foot automatically goes for a brake that isn’t 

there? I’ve done that. And when I do that, I get “the look”. You spouses 

know this look. Or, on the rare occasion that I ask my wife why she doesn’t 

take a different route instead of the one we’re taking. Again, “the look” 

comes out, and I know I’ve made a horrible mistake. You understand what 

I’m driving at, no pun intended, right? We like control. We think we know. 

So much so that it’s often engrained in us and we react like we know before 

we even think about it. When God is in the driver’s seat (which He always is, 

by the way) we’re looking for the brake or the accelerator or the steering 

wheel, basically saying, no, I want to go this way. But while we were still 

helpless, still sinners, Christ died for us.  

Paul goes on and says this: “so now we can rejoice in our wonderful new 

relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of 

God.” I want to encourage you in something today. It’s not quite a to-do 

list, it’s more of a relaxing thing. I want to ask you to bask in your friendship 

with God. Enjoy it. Take joy in it. When you’re going through a trial, and 



someone tells you, “God’s got this”, he really does. One way or another, 

he’s got it, his decision will be right and just and correct and loving. Let it 

be so in your life. Give him the keys and say, “it’s all yours” instead of giving 

him “the look” when things aren’t going your way. Rejoice in season and 

out. Because we can rejoice in God who has made friends of us through 

Jesus Christ.  

We sing another song sometimes at the 11 am service called “Friend of 

God”, and it’s chorus is very simple: “I am a friend of God, he calls me 

friend.” The verse quotes Psalm 8, “who am I that you are mindful of me?” 

and I think we’d do well to remember who we are. We are sinner. God is 

not. And yet he still calls us friend. Again, rejoice in it. Own it as truth. See 

your life situations through that lens no matter what they are, and above all 

enjoy your friendship with the one true living God. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 


