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Better Together: Worship God 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

 

This is a study of worship.  Perhaps the greatest insight into worship comes from Moses’ 

warning about prosperity.  God shapes us through others when we gather for worship.  

Without the sabbath we find ourselves worshipping the new and trendy God’s of the 

land, false prophets promising a return to the good old days.  Or we in our apathy we 

forget God all together.  Our worlds shrink.  The story becomes about us.  We start to 

think that we made our own prosperity, and it is up to us to keep it going.  Sabbath can 

become a superstitious performance to regain God’s favor or a perception of control in 

irrelevant worlds of our own making.  Jesus says it plainly. “The Sabbath was made for 

man, not man for the Sabbath.” 

Deuteronomy 6:6-20 6 Observe the commands of the LORD your God, walking in 

obedience to him and revering him. 7 For the LORD your God is bringing you into 

a good land—a land with brooks, streams, and deep springs gushing out into the 

valleys and hills; 8 a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig 

trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey; 9 a land where bread will not be scarce 

and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig copper 

out of the hills. 

10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good 

land he has given you. 11 Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, 

failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you 

this day. 12 Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses 

and settle down, 13 and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver 

and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart will become 

proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out 

of the land of slavery. 15 He led you through the vast and dreadful 

wilderness, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and 

scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. 16 He gave you manna to eat in 

the wilderness, something your ancestors had never known, to humble and 

test you so that in the end it might go well with you. 17 You may say to 

yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for 

me.” 18 But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to 

produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, 

as it is today. 

19 If you ever forget the LORD your God and follow other gods and worship and 

bow down to them, I testify against you today that you will surely be 
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destroyed. 20 Like the nations the LORD destroyed before you, so you will be 

destroyed for not obeying the LORD your God. 

1 John 4:1-2 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 

whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the 

world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 

acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God. 

 

Mark 2: 23-28  23 One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and as 

his disciples walked along, they began to pick some heads of grain. 24 The 

Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on the 

Sabbath?” 
25 He answered, “Have you never read what David did when he and his 

companions were hungry and in need? 26 In the days of Abiathar the high priest, 

he entered the house of God and ate the consecrated bread, which is lawful only 

for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions.” 
27 Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the 

Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.” 

 

 

We are walking through our VBS series – Better together.  

Each Sunday we will focus on things we do that are better 

together.  Today we – Worship God! – Life is better when we 

worship together.   

 

Now notice I didn’t say that we perform or give God better 

worship because we can accomplish more as a team than on 

our own.  Worship is about what happens to us when we 

gather with others and trust God to speak into and through 

our lives.  Worship shapes us! 

 

“The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” 

 

I want to read you a Psalm written for summer that is only 

fitting as we head into the summer months.  
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 ‘Recreation is my shepherd, I shall not stay at home; It 
maketh me to lie down in a sleeping bag; It leadeth me 
down the interstate each weekend.  

It restoreth my suntan; It leadeth me to state parks for 
comfort's sake. Even though I stray on the Lord's Day, I 
will fear no reprimand, for I am relaxed; My rod and reel 
they comfort me.  

I annointed my skin with oil, My gas tank runneth dry; 
Surely my trailer shall follow me all the weekends of 
summer, And I shall return to the house of the Lord this 
fall.  

But by then, it will be hunting season and football 
season, And that's another psalm.’ 

 

We are jumping into new seasons all over the place.  The 

season of summer with school at an end.  Vacation season for 

some.  Sports and other events are consuming more and more 

of our time.   

 

Thank God we are entering into a new season of freedom now 

that Covid and the fear of novel diseases - that our population 

is not prepared for… is over.  Thank God that the pandemic is 

over.  Our whole nation and most of the world is going to be 

living life in dramatically different and more fulfilling ways.   

 

Graduations, internships, summer jobs, first jobs, maybe this 

is a news season of employment for you, a better or different 

job.  Maybe retirement.   
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Jesus is here saying the same thing he said through Moses long 

ago… Be careful when you enter into the land, the next chapter 

or season of your life the fruit of which God has produced – 

you may say to yourself I did this.  The power and strength of 

my hands – my ability has brought me this success, this 

prosperity, this security, this time of rest… (paraphrase of 

Deut. 6:17)  

 

Moses was talking about the promised land.  The land that was 

purged from false idols, child sacrifice and the barbaric 

marshal law of warring tribes roaming the countryside.  As 

hard as it is to read, the conquest of the Holy Land by Jacob 

and Caleb brought a peace and foundation for our modern 

culture of civility based on the ten commandments.    And they 

did inherit vineyards they did not plant, wells they did not dig, 

cities they did not build.  And it would only be a matter of time 

before they – sitting in the comfort and shade of their new 

homes, eat and drinking the produce of the land - start to think 

they had achieved this prosperity for themselves.   

 

Deuteronomy frames the warning of idol worship in just the 

right light.  It is not so much that they might forget what God 

has done for them.  It is not so much that they might be 

tempted to worship in the new and exciting ways of this foreign 

land.  It is that there comes a point in all of our lives, usually in 

a season of success or prosperity, that we think we made it 

happen.   

 

I can’t imagine a season of success and prosperity greater than 

the one we as the Western World is about to embark on then 

the new economic cycle post pandemic.  It will have inflation 

road bumps to be sure, but we are about to embark on a new 
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season of wealth, success and prosperity freed from the 

shackles of pandemic once and for all.  And even at the worst 

we have still been living in the promised land described in Duet 

6:6-9.  Moses’s warning speaks directly to our reality.  

17 You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of 

my hands have produced this wealth for me.” 18 But 

remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you 

the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his 

covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is 

today.  – Deut. 6:17-18 

Moses may well have been speaking of the humbling power of 

pandemic and the prosperity we are about to enjoy.  There will 

be those who know stewardship and generosity.  A people 

whose lives are shaped by their patience and productivity.  A 

people who never lose sight of God for which this next 5-10 

years is going to be a season of blessing, because sabbath 

shapes them.  

“The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” 

 

What is Jesus referring to?  He is stating the simple reality that 

Sunday morning worship and fellowship was not made so that 

you and I might perform some act of worship for God.  

Worship is a gift from God that renews our trust in what God 

has done as we go through each week focused on what we have 

accomplished.  Worship shapes us.  Life is better when we 

worship together.   

 

“The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” 
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The first time I shared this psalm with the congregation 10 

years ago - Jim Jerbi came up to me after the service with this 

quote: 

 

Our Great Grandparents called it – Holy Sabbath 

Our Grandparents called it – The Lord’s Day  

Our Parents called it – Sunday 

We call it – The Weekend  ☺ 

 

In my first call, in Minnesota, I was surprised by a 

phenomenon called ‘the cabin.’  Sometimes referred to as ‘the 

lake.’  

 

Now being an Iowa boy I had no idea what people meant when 

they said they would be at ‘the cabin’ or ‘the lake’ for the 

summer.  Part of that is growing up in Iowa were there are 

only what 3-4 real lakes.  My family actually did spend the 

summer at the Lake, but the lake was actually a reservoir, 

Lake Red Rock, were my dad managed the marina my 

grandparents owned.  We spent the summer at the lake, but 

the lake was right next door, a 5 mile drive.   

 

While up in Minnesota they have a different phenomenon, and 

it comes from being the land of ten thousand lakes.  Every 

summer about half of the congregation would literally spend 

every weekend and holiday traveling to their cabin on some 

lake in the middle of nowhere.  It was truly a unique 

phenomenon half the town would be gone every Sunday and 

the families that were left even though they were in town they 

seldom came to worship.   

 

I actually had parents tell me that they take the summer off 

from church as if it were some types of unwritten summer 

vacation from church like there is in school.   
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We don’t have the cabin or the lake so much in Iowa or 

Illinois, as much as in Minnesota or Wisconsin … Yet, there is 

still that temptation.  There is still that change in schedules and 

the busy rush of summer.  The programs change; there is less 

of a reason to be here.  Wrong.  

 

If we take the summer off from church.  We teach our children 

that when it comes to God and worship and the church that it 

really doesn’t matter.  Summer is the ideal time to teach 

children that worship/church/God is so important that we find 

time to be at worship and do whatever else the busy weekends 

bring our way.  

 

We can worship God and have the family BBQ, rather than 

sending the message that we have no time for church because 

family is coming over for a BBQ.   

 

You can worship God and go fishing on the same day, rather 

than worship God or go fishing...or camping…or the 

tournament… or whatever the summer brings. 

 

In fact it is when there is no routine, when it isn’t easy and we 

make an effort to be in worship that it makes the biggest 

impact on our spouse, our kids, our grandkids… 

 

“The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” 

 

That is good news.  God is giving you a gift on Sunday 

morning!  Worship is not something we do for Him it is 

something he does in us.  Come and receive that gift and be an 

example at the same time.   

 

Deuteronomy frames the warning of worship in just the right 

light.  It is not so much that we might forget what God has 

done for them.  It is not so much that they might be tempted to 
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worship at the sports expo rather than church.   It is that there 

comes a point in all of our lives, usually in a season of success 

or prosperity, that we think we made it happen.   

 

Jesus point is this…Sabbath, the weekend, was created that 

you might regroup, refocus on the week to come.  Rest and 

remember who is in charge.  Stop and give thanks to the one 

who gives it all.  Least we be deceived and think that if we just 

work hard enough, do enough good, spread ourselves thin 

enough, we can do it on our own.   

 

“The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” 

 

It is God who shapes us through worship a gift God is giving to 

the world though those who are here and those who are not 

here yet.  

 


