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Mark 12:28-34 

 One of the teachers of religious law was standing there listening to the 
debate. He realized that Jesus had answered well, so he asked, “Of all the 
commandments, which is the most important?” 

29 Jesus replied, “The most important commandment is this: ‘Listen, O 
Israel! The LORD our God is the one and only LORD. 30 And you must love 
the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all 
your strength.’[g] 31 The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’[h] No other commandment is greater than these.” 

32 The teacher of religious law replied, “Well said, Teacher. You have spoken 
the truth by saying that there is only one God and no other. 33 And I know it 
is important to love him with all my heart and all my understanding and all 
my strength, and to love my neighbor as myself. This is more important 
than to offer all of the burnt offerings and sacrifices required in the law.” 

34 Realizing how much the man understood, Jesus said to him, “You are not 
far from the Kingdom of God.” And after that, no one dared to ask him any 
more questions. 

Acts 2:1-21 

On the day of Pentecost[a] all the believers were meeting together in one 
place. 2 Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a 
mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. 3 Then, 
what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of 
them. 4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
speaking in other languages,[b] as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 

5 At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in 
Jerusalem. 6 When they heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and 
they were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the 
believers. 

7 They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These 
people are all from Galilee, 8 and yet we hear them speaking in our own 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12&version=NLT#fen-NLT-24673g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12&version=NLT#fen-NLT-24674h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26916a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26919b
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native languages! 9 Here we are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from 
Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, 10 Phrygia, 
Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from 
Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we 
all hear these people speaking in our own languages about the wonderful 
things God has done!” 12 They stood there amazed and perplexed. “What 
can this mean?” they asked each other. 

13 But others in the crowd ridiculed them, saying, “They’re just drunk, that’s 
all!” 

Peter Preaches to the Crowd 

14 Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted 
to the crowd, “Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of 
Jerusalem! Make no mistake about this. 15 These people are not drunk, as 
some of you are assuming. Nine o’clock in the morning is much too early for 
that. 16 No, what you see was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel: 

17 ‘In the last days,’ God says, 
    ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy. 
    Your young men will see visions, 
    and your old men will dream dreams. 
18 In those days I will pour out my Spirit 
    even on my servants—men and women alike— 
    and they will prophesy. 
19 And I will cause wonders in the heavens above 
    and signs on the earth below— 
    blood and fire and clouds of smoke. 
20 The sun will become dark, 
    and the moon will turn blood red 
    before that great and glorious day of the LORD arrives. 
21 But everyone who calls on the name of the LORD 
    will be saved.’[c] 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26936c
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Intro 
Now I have to admit I almost ask the readers to use the good old KJV for 
our readings this morning so I could open with a “Dad” Joke. But seeing as I 
mentioned it. I was wondering if any of you knew where Cars were 
mentioned in the Bible? It’s right there in Acts 2:1 the KJV says They were 
all in one accord! ☺ Surely you know that Motorcycles are also mentioned, 
don’t you? David’s Triumph was heard thought the land! Ok, I have to level 
with you that one is an old preacher’s joke, but for full disclosure…I have 
never seen that exact phrase in any translation. But the idea I believe 
comes from 2 Samuel chapter 8. Ok, now that I have that out of my system. 

Have you ever had something you know you should do but you didn’t? 
Maybe you even had a friend who was constantly encouraging you to do it? 
I remember back in 2005 I finally gave in to one of my students who was 
pestering me (in a good way) to take a small group to this thing called Dare 
2 Share. It wasn’t that I didn’t like what they were doing or saying, I was 
afraid to ask the parents of my students if they could miss a day of school 
so we could attend this conference. I thought that was the hardest part 
until we got there. The speaker Greg told us that the following day we 
would be going door-to-door to collect canned goods for the local food 
bank and that would open the door (both literally and figuratively) to 
Gospel conversations.  

I was so nervous and so were my students, but I took and divided them up 
with the leaders and told the leaders we needed to lead by example. I 
wanted each of us to do the first house and then try to get the kids to do 
every other one. Long story short, I did do the first house and the kids must 
have seen how bad I was at it. So they figured if Pastor Dave could do it and 
he was not that good at it they could do it even better, and they did. They 
were so excited and on fire for having these conversations that I only got to 
talk to people at two houses that day.  

For the following 12 years I never missed a Dare 2 Share weekend with my 
students and I’m sure many of my former students who got to experience 
that still, to this day, have great stories about those weekends.  Since that 
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weekend I still get butterflies when having gospel conversations with 
strangers, but they are the good kind of butterflies now. So ask yourself… 

Are You A Jesus-Salesperson, or a Jesus-Follower? 

A few years ago, I read two books that confirmed what I was feeling about 
the church and how we were being challenged to rethink how God wanted 
us to “be the church” in the 21st century. They were “Who broke my 
church” by Kent Hunter and “Joining Jesus on His Mission” by Greg Finke. 
For you that know me, the fact I read a book that wasn’t “required” is a big 
deal. But I truly feel God was preparing me to help lead our church in our 
“new reality.” What we need to recognize in this new time is that we are 
not alone. We have each other and more importantly we have Jesus who is 
going before us. 

This is an important mindset change for most U.S. church members. Jesus 
does not give me a mission to do for Him.  Jesus is on a mission and He 
invites me to come with Him. I’m not a Jesus-salesperson. I’m a Jesus-
follower.  

The U.S. has become one of the largest mission fields on the planet.  The 
odds are very good that right now, wherever you live in the U.S., people in 
your neighborhood and workplace are largely unconnected to a local 
congregation and may not be connected to Jesus at all. We are no longer a 
church who is servicing a community filled with a variety of Christians. We 
are now a church who finds itself needing to be on mission in a mission 
field. 

As Neighborhood Missionaries, we have a simple mindset: In order to join 
Jesus on His mission all we really have to do is enjoy people and then seek, 
recognize and respond to what Jesus is already doing in the lives of the 
people we are enjoying. 

Here are some stats from those books: Millions have left the church; only 
18-22% of “churched people” actually go to worship regularly; <10% of 
adults under 30 regularly engage in a local congregation. I also read in a 
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research piece from the Barna group last summer that 25% of those who 
attended church before March of 2020 would not be returning.  

Do these seem like realistic statistics to you?  

If so, they raise four serious questions: 

1. How do you think that the ‘church’ should respond? In our response, 
what is the difference between being a Jesus follower and a Jesus 
salesperson? 

2. What challenges do we (and our congregation) face. What gives us hope 
in spite of these challenges? 

On page 41 of his book Greg Finke says: “Because I am a Jesus follower 
living in the mission field of the U.S. that makes me a missionary, whether I 
realize it or not.”  

One of the biggest reminders I received from God on my Sabbatical was 
that I was to live as a missionary where God had planted me until such time 
He decides to transplant me where He feels I’m needed most. The 3rd 
question is… 

3. If we as Jesus followers are missionaries what keeps us from living this 
out and joining Jesus in mission? Is it fear, pride, laziness, or maybe we just 
didn’t understand our role ‘til today. 

4. Do we struggle to move forward in mission out of a concern that we 
don’t know enough? Maybe we didn’t know what our spiritual gifts were 
before this year. But now over 60 of you have found out. 

My friends it’s not what you know that will change the world, but what you 
do with what you know that will change the world. As I told the Insight & 
Mosaic classes in April God doesn’t call the qualified, He qualifies the 
called!  

Ok, lets change gears just a bit. 
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How many of you like to fly kites? It is great fun to watch a kite soaring high 
into the sky. What is it that keeps the kite up there? It is the wind, isn't it? 
How many of you have ever seen the wind? That was a trick question! No 
one has seen the wind. We can't see the wind because it is invisible. Well, if 
we can't see the wind, how do we know that it is there? 
 
One way we can know the wind is there is that we can hear it. When I wake 
up in the morning, I check an app on my phone to see what the weather is 
going to be. There are some mornings that I don't even have to look at the 
app. to know that the wind is blowing because I can hear it! I can hear it 
rattling the siding, whistling through the trees, around the windows and 
doors.  
I can't see the wind, but I know it is there because I can hear it. 
 
Another way we can know that the wind is there is that we can see it 
moving things. (Take some bits of paper in your hand and place in front of a 
fan to let them blow away) We can see it moving the leaves on the trees 
and blowing bits of paper around. We can't see the wind, but we know it is 
there because we can see what the wind is doing. 
 
Still another way we can know that the wind is there is that we can feel it. 
Blow onto the back of your hand. Did you see anything? No, but you could 
feel something, couldn't you? We can't see the wind, but we can feel it 
blowing against our faces and blowing through our hair. 
 
Pentecost 
Today, many churches celebrate a special day called Pentecost.  
Now that’s a strange word isn’t it? What is Pentecost? Well originally 
Pentecost was a Jewish holiday and is found in Old Testament Scripture. 
Pentecost was the Jewish festival that happened during the Feast of First 
Fruits. 50 days after Passover, which celebrated Israel's deliverance from 
Egypt, Pentecost was a time to celebrate the initial harvest feast.  
 
In New Testament Scripture, Pentecost Sunday takes on new meaning. In 
Acts 2, the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost Sunday to fulfill 
Jesus's words that they would receive power from the Holy Spirit to glorify 
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God's name to take it to all nations. As a result, we, the church, body of 
Christ, are called to bear witness to all nations through the power of the 
Holy Spirit to glorify the name of God! 
 
It was on the day of Pentecost almost 2,000 years ago that God sent His 
Holy Spirit to the church.  
The Bible tells us that the apostles were all gathered together when 
suddenly there was a sound like a mighty, rushing wind. Then, it says, they 
were filled with the Holy Spirit. God's Holy Spirit is like the wind, we can't 
see Him, but we can know that He is there, just like we can know that the 
wind is there. 
 
We can know that Jesus is there because we can hear Him. The Bible says, 
“Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in,” (Revelation 3:20) We can't see Jesus, but we know He 
is there because He speaks to our hearts. 
 
Another way we can know that the Holy Spirit is there is that we can see 
Him moving people to do God's will. The Bible says that the Spirit of God 
moves His people to speak and to do things for Him. (2 Peter 1:21) We can't 
see God, but we can see people doing things that God's Holy Spirit has 
moved them to do. 
 
We can know that the Holy Spirit is there because we can feel His presence. 
The Bible says, " I will not be afraid, 
    for you are close beside me.” (Psalm 23:4) The Bible also says that "if we 
love one another, God lives in us." We can't see the Holy Spirit, but we 
know He is there because we can feel His presence in our life. 

Love God 

I was doing my devotional reading the other day in a series about strength 
in weakness and the author was talking about Mary the mother of Jesus 
and her encounter with the angel. At the end of the conversation with the 
angel she said: “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said 
about me come true.” And then the angel left her.” (Luke 1:38) 
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Mary was already “weak” in the eyes of the world before the angel brought 
His request from God that she become the mother of God-in-flesh. We 
often consider her strength and courage without thinking of her weakness. 
Paul would later say, “But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame 
the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God 
chose what is low and despised in the world . . . so that no human being 
might boast in the presence of God” (1 Cor. 1:27-29). 

Although the world might have despised Mary’s weaknesses, she didn’t, 
and willingly added pregnancy outside of marriage to the list of being 
young and female in a culture that could be cruel to all of the above. When 
God had a plan that added to her vulnerability, she didn’t run away from it 
or go on and on about her unsuitability to do the work of the gospel. She 
trusted. She found consolation and honor in partnering with God in His 
story. She submitted, says verse 38, to a God she believed was good. 

If we, like Mary, trust that God is always good, it’s easier to submit when 
what God asks of us makes us weaker, allowing His strength to flow 
through our story to the world. This is how we show that we love God. 

Tomorrow is the first day of VBS here at Messiah. It’s going to be a great 
week! Our theme this year is Better Together. That’s also the theme of this 
series we are starting today. This is our verse for the week. “Let us not give 
up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing. But encourage each 
other since the Day of the Lord is coming nearer.” (Hebrews 10:25) NRDV 

Each day of VBS or each week on Sundays we will look at ways we are 
better together with God and with one another.  

We’ll be focusing in on Loving God, Worship God, Loving your-self, Loving 
others, and Coming together.  

My friends we are truly Better Together when we truly love God with all 
our hearts. But before we go there I think we need to first remember how 
God first loved us. Check out this short video. Bird cage 
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=7Z67KGNX 

Read this with me if you would… 
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“Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has become a child of God.  

And everyone who loves the Father loves His children, too.  

We know we love God’s children if we love God and obey His 
commandments.  

Loving God means keeping His commandments, and His commandments 
are not burdensome.  

For every child of God defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory 
through our faith.  

And who can win this battle against the world? Only those who believe that 
Jesus is the Son of God.” 1 John 5:1-5 

If we are to come together it all starts with and ends with love. How do we 
demonstrate our Love for God and one another? We forgive, we stop 
judging, we confess our own short comings. But in all that we must still hold 
each other accountable to God’s Word and literally come together. If we 
are not together, we cannot love each other fully.  

We may love God but are we loving Him with all our hearts when we 
neglect to do the very things, He tells us to do as His followers?  

My friends, God is calling us forward and His design for His children, His 
church, is not to make us comfortable but to make us great for His name’s 
sake.   

 


