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Where is God in Covid? 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

 

This is a study of the word Plague in the Bible.  The term can be traced through Genesis 

and Exodus where God uses plagues with great effectiveness to change the world 

through the tribe of Abraham.  The people of the world found an answer, for a time, 

through the establishment of the temple.  A concrete symbol that people could literally 

turn to, seeking protection and reconnection with God.  The ultimate answer would be a 

direct connection with God through Jesus Christ.  The unfortunate reality is that Jesus 

came into the very world He created, but the world didn’t recognize Him.  The events of 

the cross and the work of the early church started the process of our return to God.  God 

has the power to use each event in life to turn us back to him.  In the midst of plague we 

are forced with the option of trusting him or trusting in ourselves.  

 

 

1 Kings 8:22-23,37-39   22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of 

the Lord in front of the entire community of Israel. He lifted his hands 

toward heaven, 23 and he prayed, 

“O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you in all of heaven above or on 

the earth below. You keep your covenant and show unfailing love to all who 

walk before you in wholehearted devotion. 

 37 “If there is a famine in the land or a plague or crop disease or attacks of 

locusts or caterpillars, or if your people’s enemies are in the land besieging 

their towns—whatever disaster or disease there is— 38 and if your people 

Israel pray about their troubles, raising their hands toward this 

Temple, 39 then hear from heaven where you live, and forgive. Give your 

people what their actions deserve, for you alone know each human heart. 

 

 

Jeremiah 31:7-14  7 Now this is what the Lord says: 

“Sing with joy for Israel. 

    Shout for the greatest of nations! 

Shout out with praise and joy: 

‘Save your people, O Lord, 

    the remnant of Israel!’ 
8 For I will bring them from the north 

    and from the distant corners of the earth. 

I will not forget the blind and lame, 

    the expectant mothers and women in labor. 

    A great company will return! 
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9 Tears of joy will stream down their faces, 

    and I will lead them home with great care. 

They will walk beside quiet streams 

    and on smooth paths where they will not stumble. 

For I am Israel’s father, 

    and Ephraim is my oldest child. 

10 “Listen to this message from the Lord, 

    you nations of the world; 

    proclaim it in distant coastlands: 

The Lord, who scattered his people, 

    will gather them and watch over them 

    as a shepherd does his flock. 
11 For the Lord has redeemed Israel 

    from those too strong for them. 
12 They will come home and sing songs of joy on the heights of Jerusalem. 

    They will be radiant because of the Lord’s good gifts— 

the abundant crops of grain, new wine, and olive oil, 

    and the healthy flocks and herds. 

Their life will be like a watered garden, 

    and all their sorrows will be gone. 
13 The young women will dance for joy, 

    and the men—old and young—will join in the celebration. 

I will turn their mourning into joy. 

    I will comfort them and exchange their sorrow for rejoicing. 
14 The priests will enjoy abundance, 

    and my people will feast on my good gifts. 

    I, the Lord, have spoken!” 

 

John 1:10-18  10 He came into the very world he created, but the world 

didn’t recognize him. 11 He came to his own people, and even they rejected 

him. 12 But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to 

become children of God. 13 They are reborn—not with a physical birth 

resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God. 

14 So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of 

unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the 

Father’s one and only Son. 
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15 John testified about him when he shouted to the crowds, “This is the one I 

was talking about when I said, ‘Someone is coming after me who is far 

greater than I am, for he existed long before me.’” 

16 From his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing after 

another. 17 For the law was given through Moses, but God’s unfailing love 

and faithfulness came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. But 

the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Father’s heart. He has 

revealed God to us. 

   

…and if your people Israel pray about their troubles, raising their 
hands toward this Temple. - 1 Kings 8:38 

 

Can you picture it.  One of the most significant construction 

marvels of its time.  A beautiful shinning temple – years in the 

making.  The people of Jerusalem would see it every day.  It 

would become the central attraction in the pilgrimages of the 

Jewish people throughout the land.  They would see it miles off 

towering above the city.  A beacon of forgiveness, mercy and 

God’s presence in the world.   

 

These are the words of Solomon on the day the Temple was 

dedicated.  He explains in clear details what this temple is for.  

It was built so that people could turn to God and trust in His 

deliverance – no matter their concern. 

 

Today I would like to be so bold as to ask the Question of 

where God in the midst of Covid.  I am going to resist calling 

this the final wave of Covid or talking about how the virus is 

no longer a novel virus.  Those are debatable analysis.  What I 

want to get at is the undebatable truth of What God is doing in 

Covid.  Where is God in Covid?   

 

Let me start with a couple of headlines from this last week:  
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South African study finds omicron protects against 
delta variant. ‘A South Africa study has found the omicron 
variant protects more than fourfold against the delta variant. 
The delta variant caused more severe symptoms which 
could lead to less severe cases of the virus in the future.’  

– Thank God! Let me ask where do you see God in that 

headline?  I see the word protection and I turn to God.   
 

Omicron is ‘not the same disease’ as previous Covid 
variants. ‘Oxford University scientist says Horrific scenes 
seen in previous Covid-19 waves are “now history,” 
according to John Bell, a regius professor of medicine at the 
University of Oxford and the U.K. government’s life 
sciences advisor.’  

Speaking to BBC Radio 4 on Tuesday (Dec 28th), Bell 
analyzed data from the U.K., where cases are breaking 
records … 

“The horrific scenes that we saw a year ago — intensive 
care units being full, lots of people dying prematurely — that 
is now history in my view and I think we should be reassured 
that that’s likely to continue.” 
 
Discussing the new omicron variant, he added: “The disease 
does appear to be less severe, and many people spend a 
relatively short time in hospital. They don’t need high-flow 
oxygen, average length of stay is apparently three days, this 
is not the same disease as we were seeing a year ago.” ‘’ 

– Thank God! Let me ask where do you see God in that 

headline?  I see hope that the plague has changed.  This is not 

the same disease.  God is doing something here beyond our 

control.   
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WHO says omicron has not spread widely among the 
vulnerable yet, still too early to determine severity   

- I don’t see God in this one yet. What are we to do? Pray, 

Continue to Thanks God, and turn to Him.  

 

Let me offer an image… 
37 “If there is a famine in the land or a plague or crop disease or 

attacks of locusts or caterpillars, or if your people’s enemies are 

in the land besieging their towns—whatever disaster or disease 

there is— 38 and if your people Israel pray about their troubles, 

raising their hands toward this Temple, 39 then hear from heaven 

where you live, and forgive. Give your people what their actions 

deserve, for you alone know each human heart. 

 

Can you picture yourself and any generation turning to pray to 

God.  Lift up your hands to God.  Trust in his Deliverance.  

 

The Bible records not only a philosophy about where God is in 

the midst of trouble at a national or global scale.  God gave us 

clear accounts, over and over again, of how He used disease, 

sword, wild beasts, or famine to bring His people back to Him.  

In some cases God created the calamity and in others God uses 

the calamity to benefit those who turn to Him.   

 

The term ‘Plague’ is found 75-100 times depending on your 

translation of the Bible.  The first recorded mention is a Plague 

that God brought down upon Pharaoh for interfering in His 

plan to make Abraham and his descendants a blessing for the 

world. (Genesis 12)  Mistakes were made by Pharaoh and by 

Abraham, but the Plague proves effective.  Pharaoh changes 

his way and Abraham’s family learns a lesson as well.  It seems 

the lose of health and perhaps even life where worth the 

realization by both of these men who exactly is in control of 

this world.  
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Both turn to God asking for His deliverance.   It is the first 

account of Abraham learning not to take things into his own 

hands.  He is not smarter than God.  We must wait on God’s 

timing.  What we think we know and our motivations for what 

we do are seldom because we trust in God.  It is not in our 

nature.  But when we turn to God in repentance – He is 

merciful and just.   

 

The second times this awful term rears its head in the Bible we 

see the full lengths to which God will Go to establish His story 

in our lives.  It is the 10 Plagues that God visited upon Egypt 

through Moses.  You may remember the frogs, insects, disease 

or storms from Sunday school or the popular movie 

interpretations.  However, the Plague that ultimately changed 

Pharaoh and is remembered to this day in the Feast of the 

Passover was the final Plague.  God sent and angel of death to 

claim the first-born male of each family except those who had 

trusted God enough to mark their door post with the blood of 

the lamb.   

 

It is an awful moment in History.  God delivering pain and 

death to countless unsuspecting families who had no way of 

preparing, preventing or even turning to God.  And yet it 

proved effective.  The threat of interfering with God’s chosen 

people (who Pharaoh had enslaved) became thee story of the 

time.  Every tribe and nation lived in fear of the Egyptian 

slaves and came to know them as God’s chosen.  Ironically it 

was through the death of these children (infant- adult) that 

God established a tribe of people who would ride the world of 

infant sacrifice for a time.    

 

The plague proved effective in changing the world and creating 

a group of people who turned to and trusted in God.  And it is 

through these people that God literally removed the violent 
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cultures that threatened to establish the rules of rape, 

misogyny, deception, revenge and pride.  All things we still find 

detestable today because of the mysterious and marvelous 

power outside of ourselves that has acted through out history.      

 

These people and the methods were not perfect.  There was still 

a long way to go to get to the selfless servant culture 

established by Jesus Christ.  There would still be dark times on 

inhumanity.  And once again God would act to change the 

world.  And thank God it was not always through plague or 

disease.  God has every social and global event at his disposal 

for shaping the world.  Still the most influential cultural 

phenomenon is the sacrificial spiritual experience of being used 

by God for the sake of another.   

 

However, there has been this aspect to human existence since 

the beginning that we have come to describe as disease.  Some 

of it the consequence of our own mistakes, pollution, 

overpopulation, and evil human intentions.  Some of it we will 

come to understand our role in.  But I wonder if we will ever 

truly know what causes disease and germs.  I am even more 

certain that we as human beings will not be able to control 

disease or prevent it.  God does not intend for us to have access 

to the Holy Grail outside of Him.   

 

(This is my own theological opinion – I am a fan of science and 

the miracle of the human body to heal itself.  I went to college 

planning to be a doctor.  I read the data and opinions on this 

pandemic with a scientific and biblical worldview.  It seems clear 

to me that in our hubris attempts to control something beyond 

our understanding or purposes we can bring about other deeper 

human issues.  One need look no further than the pride of the 

1940’s Eugenics Movement that promised to help the human 

race transcend to a superior form.  And the scary part is we have 

the ability to make a superior race.  But we choose not to.  Why is 
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that?  Is it because we as human beings figured out the 

consequences or because there is a power outside of ourselves 

shaping us?  Only time will tell if by unlocking of the human 

genome we will once again fall into the temptation to play God.  

At what point does the power of mRNA injections become a quest 

for immortality rather than the prevention of disease.  But I 

digress.  That is not only debatable, but I wager will become the 

debate of our postmodern era. )  

 

What is not debatable is the way in which God has used 

plagues throughout history to change the cultures and values 

of the world.  Starting with Egypt, the wandering in the 

wilderness, the rebellion of Korah, the worship of Baal and 

even the pride of a military ruler to take a count of his active 

fighting forces rather then trust in God to win the battle. Just 

search the word ‘plague’ and you will find countless histories 

we can learn from.  Some of the plagues set the human race 

back into a period of darkness.  Others brought about shining 

moments of cooperation, sacrifices and scientific miracles.    

 

Where is God in Plagues?  He uses them to shape the world.  

And if there is one consistent theme in the change that plagues 

have created it is that humanity is forced to pray.  We are 

forced to trust in something besides ourselves.  The illusions of 

power and control are stripped away in the face of disease.  

38 and if your people Israel pray about their troubles, raising their 

hands toward this Temple, 39 then hear from heaven where you 

live, and forgive. Give your people what their actions deserve, for 

you alone know each human heart. 

 

What might the outcome of this plague we call Covid be?  I 

hope and I trust that it will lead to a remanent.  A group of 

faithful people who turn to Him in the midst of the calamity 
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asking for His help rather than taking things into their own 

hands.  I trust that God is using Covid to highlight the pure 

moxy of those who would think that we as human being have 

the ability to shape our own future.  Perhaps at no other time is 

the ultimate choice each of us must face so clearly displayed 

before us.   

 

What do we trust in?  Where did the miracle of modern 

medicine we just witnessed come from?  I mean unfathomable 

odds that there would be vaccines and treatments to face a 

global pandemic in such a short time.  Does that cause you to 

thank God or fall into human pride?   

 

What do you trust?  Is there a power outside of your self that 

you can turn to or are we all on our own to figure this out as 

best we can?   

 

Where do you see God in this thing called Covid?  Pushing all 

the politics and arguments aside.  Where do you see God?   

 

I see the miracles of modern medicine – countless hours and 

tax dollars of research that truly mattered in this moment.  

Thanks be to God!  I see tireless front-line workers who are 

about to wade into what has already proven to be the thickest 

wave of infections.  Despite our best attempts there will simply 

not be enough workers for a period of time.  Those sacrifices to 

keep food and energy transported, healthcare available and to 

prevent the worst of human isolation… those sacrifices are 

real.  Thanks be to God for those who put others before 

themselves.   

 

Where is God showing himself to you in Covid?   
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