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Return 2: Father’s House  
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

 

What Does it Look Like for Your Family to Return to the 

Father’s House?  
 

Malachi 3:6-18 6 “I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of 

Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of your ancestors you have 

turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I 

will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty. 

“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’ 

8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you ask, ‘How are we 

robbing you?’ 

“In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—

because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that 

there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, 

“and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 

much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 11 I will prevent 

pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop 

their fruit before it is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty. 12 “Then all the nations 

will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says 

the Lord Almighty. 

13 “You have spoken arrogantly against me,” says the Lord. “Yet you 

ask, ‘What have we said against you?’ 

14 “You have said, ‘It is futile to serve God. What do we gain by carrying 

out his requirements and going about like mourners before 

the Lord Almighty? 15 But now we call the arrogant blessed. Certainly 

evildoers prosper, and even when they put God to the test, they get away 

with it.’” 

16 Then those who feared the Lord talked with each other, and 

the Lord listened and heard. A scroll of remembrance was written in his 

presence concerning those who feared the Lord and honored his name. 
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17 “On the day when I act,” says the Lord Almighty, “they will be 

my treasured possession. I will spare them, just as a father has compassion 

and spares his son who serves him. 18 And you will again see the distinction 

between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and 

those who do not. 

Hebrews 2:10-11  In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was 

fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should 

make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what He suffered. 11 Both 

the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are of the 

same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters.  

 

Luke 2:39-52  39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by 

the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of 

Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with 

wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 
41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the 

Passover. 42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, 

according to the custom. 43 After the festival was over, while his parents 

were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they 

were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for 

a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and 

friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look 

for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting 

among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 

questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and 

his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His 

mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your 

father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” 
49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to 

be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he was saying 

to them. 
51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But 

his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in 

wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. 
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…But they did not understand what he was saying to them. - 

Luke 2:50 

This is the reality of Jesus’ parents, Mary and Joseph, as Jesus 

gives this amazing one liner about His Father’s house in the 

face of their anxiety.  

 

They did not understand their child.  Can you relate?  

 

Jesus at the age of 12 talks back to his parent in the front of a 

room filled with very important people.  As parents they want 

their child to know the impact of his actions. Instead, he insists 

they should have known what HE was thinking! Can you 

relate?  Having a child that doesn’t feel understood.   

 

Can you relate to the vulnerability and support of the family 

represented here.  The caravan, the feasts, family reunion, the 

humility of listening to a child in the temple.  Have you ever 

lost a child in a public space, much less on a journey?  Have 

you ever felt limited and insecure?  Have you ever felt lonely?  

Not able to express how you really feel, your inner turmoil? 

   

Have you ever felt duplicitous? I am scared to death for my 

child.  I want nothing more then to hold them in my arms but 

at the same time I want them to understand my pain… and 

you can’t have both.   

Have you ever felt selfish?  Have you felt the freedom of being 

vulnerable, honest with yourself and your human condition 

with the support of others. The church is not a museum for 

saints, it is a hospital for sinners. 

 

Can you relate to the desire to be loved and the desire to love.  

The desire to be a part of a family of love.  To be a part of a 

Church family.   
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What Does it Look Like for Your Family to Return to the 

Father’s House?  

 

Let me give you 3 quick examples of what it looks like to be a 

part of a church family, to be cared for in the Father’s house.  

To be a part of the caring that happens in the father’s house.   

I am borrowing these ideas from David Zahl* (an Episcopalian 

author, podcaster, and priest).   

 

Church Family allows for 3 keys things in our lives to be 

expressed. 

 

Limitation: ‘You and I are created beings. We are Not God.  

Therefore we have real limits.  We are limited by our biology, 

limited by time itself, our mortality, we can’t be in 2 places at 

once…  And in a world of warring certainties no one can 

actually know everything about anything.  You can know a lot 

about something, but because you are not God you do not have 

access to the full span of evidence or of facts.  When it comes to 

your wife or your child, [your brother or sister in Christ], even 

to yourself, to say nothing of the world’s problems.  [The Church 

family] embraces in our limitations that there is something 

fundamentally uncertain about what it means to be human.  I 

cannot in fact do it all that and when I try to I burn out. I cannot 

know it all and when I act like I do I create alienation, division, 

and resentment.  I cannot care about it all because that creates 

just complete meltdown.  If you feel like you have to take on the 

emotional burden of a world that’s suffering. We are creatures.  

[We need each other.  We need God. There are no experts in 

the Church family.  Simply limited human beings hoping our 

experiences have something to aid others. And most often that 

aid is not a way of living, but love and compassion or having 

been through the same human experience. Which is all the 

other person really needs.] 
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Doubleness: [Church family allows us to acknowledge our] 

Doubleness, what Martin Luther called The Bondage of the 

will… Doubleness means that we are conflicted inside.  We are 

not free agents making healthy decisions, but we are tied in all 

sorts of knots. Our willpower is supremely limited especially 

when it gets to the things that matter the most.  As the emotional 

import of something in our life increases our ability to, sort of, 

have dominion or agency seems to decrease.  Like, Saint Paul we 

say, ‘I see and approve the better things of life but the evil things 

I do.’  We are not rational beings we are emotional creatures 

bound by what Augustine would say are our desires which are 

disordered and overwhelming.  And we’re all together in this. 

Doubleness refers to our conflictedness.  You and I are 

functionally oftentimes act as Your Own Worst Enemy.   

If you don’t understand this about other people. That we are all 

duplicities.   As you live outside the church family by the 

world’s pursuit of perfection you will not come to love your 

neighbor, but hate them because you will assume that if I just 

tell you what to do - you’ll do it. If you have access to the right 

information well then you’re home free and that is never, that 

has never worked in your marriage. It has never worked with 

your children. And to be honest it doesn’t work outside the 

church family either.  It assumes there is a different species of 

human being that in reality doesn’t exist.  And if I just give you 

the right information well then, we will all act in accordance with 

wisdom and goodness.  NO.  I wish it were true but we are 

emotional beings that sabotage ourselves.   

We need family and support of others, face to face, who will 

love the emotional tied up messes that we are without casting 

judgment.  Church family is not someone to impress.  A group 

to which we go to get the right information and then prove to 
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each other how good we are at following it.  Church family 

walk with you and yours in the pain and confusion and 

loneliness that our duplicity can cause.   

Self-Centeredness: [As a church family we are well aware of 

our self-centeredness.  That is why we start each service with 

confession and absolution.]  There’s something deep in us. 

There’s a dark side of human nature.  When my children were 

young and in the back seat of my car and I say don’t pinch your 

brother the next thing that happens is the brother gets pinched. 

And then it escalates from there and with each person justifying 

their own selfish ambition and it gets ugly until I throw them out 

of the car and speed away and go do what I would actually rather 

be doing in the first place.  There is something there we are all 

inheritors of.  The modern word for this is usually, ‘bias.’ That’s 

the closest in the secular culture you can get to talking about Sin.  

Something that is not consciously chosen but inherited that you 

have a part in.  It is a trickery that you don’t really see.  As such 

you’re sort of blind to how it affects you but it… It does affect 

you and it tends to make you act in all sorts of ways that are … 

hurtful.  

In the Church family we acknowledge that we are all in 

bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves, But God has the 

power to call us into more.  And that power that calls us into 

more doesn’t rely on this limited, duplicities, sinful shell of a 

human being.  It is a power best described with the word, love, 

that rises out of us when we are together in Jesus’ name.     

 

GK Chesterton says it this way:  Christianity preaches an 

obviously unattractive idea such as original sin but when we wait 

for its results …  that is when we come together as a family 

without false pretenses, humble, confessing our need for each 
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other, even expecting the worse… the result they are 

Brotherhood and a thunder of laughter and pity. 

Think about how this plays out in your own life.  The way we 

treat each other, the starting place of humility and need for 

God… that is the seed bed for deep and intimate relationships.  

Vulnerable, honest, not caught up in the masks and need to be 

right that the rest of the world strives for.   

And sadly the amount of people living genuinely in a Christian 

community, that are a part of a Church family, has been 

diminished.  It has been diminished by pandemic fears keeping 

people from gathering.  It has been diminished by the pursuit 

of tribalism and politics of division.  It has been diminished by 

the myth that we can pave our own path without organized 

religion… without the sacredness and humility that comes 

from church family. 

Billy Graham said it this way:  One of the growing 

psychological problems facing people today is loneliness. 

One of the greatest ministries that a person can have 

today is just being a good listener. Many people are 

longing not only to be loved but to have someone who 

will listen to them. When we love God with all our hearts, 

then we have the capacity to love our neighbor. The 

greatest need in the world today is not more science, not 

more social engineering, not more teaching, not more 

knowledge, not more power, not even more preaching—

the greatest need we have today is for love. And the only 

way that love can be supplied is by a supernatural act of 

the Holy Spirit that transforms lives. 
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The love that God gives is not the ordinary love that we 

find in the world today. When we love our neighbors, it is 

not our loving with natural love, it is God loving through 

us. If you are willing to do this, God will give you His love. 

What Does it Look Like for Your Family to Return to the 

Father’s House?  

 

It looks like love.  Love poured out in humility, placing the 

needs of others before your own.  Love in the face of 

brokenness, and emotional messes, and selfish sin. A love that 

may not have the answers but is willing to walk this road with 

you.  That is not something that you can conjure on your own.  

It is a response to the world around you.  It is God loving 

others through you.  It starts here – The Father’s House - and 

flows out of your daily life.   

 

You are a part of God’s family.  Not because of others’ 

perceptions of you.  Not because of your ability to please God.  

You are a part of God’s family because He is God and you are 

not.  Because of Jesus Christ present in you this day there is a 

humble love affirming you now and pouring out of you into the 

lives of others.  

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*David Zahl – Manuscript notes from Jesus, Forgiveness & Low Anthropology talk given 

at the 1517 Here We Stand Conference (2022)  


