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11 AM Family Praise & Worship 
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Call To Worship 

 
Welcome/Announcements 

 
Worship Through Songs 

 
Worship Through Confession & Giving 

 
Text prayer requests to 815-369-0070 

 
Children’s Message 

 
Worship Through Hearing God’s Word 

                             

Message 
“It’s Not About You: Just What I Needed”  

by Lloyd Evans 
(Copies of this sermon and others can be found in the narthex) 

 
Worship Through Song 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
Worship Through the Lord’s Prayer 

 
Closing Song 

WORSHIP TODAY 
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OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Exodus 17:1-7 
Reader: Youth Group 
 
At the Lord’s command, the whole community of Israel left the wilderness of Sin and moved 
from place to place. Eventually they camped at Rephidim, but there was no water there for the 
people to drink. 

2 
So once more the people complained against Moses. “Give us water to 

drink!” they demanded. “Quiet!” Moses replied. “Why are you complaining against me? And 
why are you testing the Lord?” 

3 
But tormented by thirst, they continued to argue with Moses. 

“Why did you bring us out of Egypt? Are you trying to kill us, our children, and our livestock 
with thirst?” 

4 
Then Moses cried out to the Lord, “What should I do with these people? They are 

ready to stone me!” 
5 
The Lord said to Moses, “Walk out in front of the people. Take your staff, the one you used 

when you struck the water of the Nile, and call some of the elders of Israel to join you. 
6 
I will 

stand before you on the rock at Mount Sinai.
 
Strike the rock, and water will come gushing out. 

Then the people will be able to drink.” So Moses struck the rock as he was told, and water 
gushed out as the elders looked on. 

7 
Moses named the place Massah (which means “test”) and 

Meribah (which means “arguing”) because the people of Israel argued with Moses and tested 
the Lord by saying, “Is the Lord here with us or not?” 
 
OUR EPISTLE READING 
Romans 5:1-11 
 
Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God be-
cause of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 

2 
Because of our faith, Christ has brought 

us into this place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully 
look forward to sharing God’s glory. 

3 
We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and tri-

als, for we know that they help us develop endurance. 
4 

And endurance develops strength of 
character, and character strengthens our confident hope of salvation. 

5 
And this hope will not 

lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, because he has given us the 
Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. 

6 
When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sin-

ners. 
7 

Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though someone 
might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. 

8 
But God showed his great 

love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. 
9 

And since we have been 
made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condem-
nation. 

10 
For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while we were 

still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son. 
11 

So now we can rejoice 
in our wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends 
of God. 

OUR GOSPEL READING 
John 4:5-14 
 
Eventually he came to the Samaritan village of Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to 
his son Joseph. 

6 
Jacob’s well was there; and Jesus, tired from the long walk, sat wearily 

beside the well about noontime. 
7 
Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw water, and  
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MLC NEWS 

 
                          

      CONNECT WITH MESSIAH 
You can use this QR code to let us know you’re new, tell us that you’re inter-
ested in next steps at MLC, submit prayer requests, fill out a connection card, 

and give online. Scan it now to connect with MLC. 
 

 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet. 
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Our office hours are from 9am-3pm Mon-Fri. Saturdays and evenings by appointment. The 
pastors are always available via their cell phones, even outside of “office hours”. 

 
PUBLICATION DEADLINES 

The deadline for submitting items for the weekly bulletin is Wednesday at noon, and the 
deadline for submitting items for the newsletter is the 22nd of each month.  

 
EASTER LILIES 

Help us beautify the sanctuary with lilies this Easter! The cost to sponsor an easter lily is 
$15.  Fill out a form which are available on the usher’s table. Deadline is March 30th  

Please make checks payable to Messiah Lutheran Church and mark “Lilies” on the memo line. 
Thank you! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Jesus said to her, “Please give me a drink.” 
8 
He was alone at the time because his disci-

ples had gone into the village to buy some food. 

9 
The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to have anything to do with Samaritans. She 

said to Jesus, “You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan woman. Why are you asking me for a 
drink?” 

10 
Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God has for you and who you are 

speaking to, you would ask me, and I would give you living water.” 
11 

“But sir, you don’t 
have a rope or a bucket,” she said, “and this well is very deep. Where would you get this 
living water? 

12 
And besides, do you think you’re greater than our ancestor Jacob, who 

gave us this well? How can you offer better water than he and his sons and his animals 
enjoyed?” 

13 
Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water will soon become thirsty again. 

14 
But 

those who drink the water I give will never be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling 
spring within them, giving them eternal life.” 
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Pastor Nygard will be preaching on April 2 for Palm Sunday. 

 
GET INVOLVED 

 
MESSIAH QUILTERS 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 21st, 2023 from 9 am – 12 pm.  We have a lot of 
quilts ready to complete and if you can tie a knot, you can help us out.  We even have jobs 
you can do sitting down.  Think about stopping in and see what we do.  If you are unable to 

join us and would like to sew at home, we have kits available.  
Contact Kathy Mueller (815-953-6601) at scpbklane@aol.com for more information or any 

questions you may have.  Hope to see you on March 21st! 
 

MEMORY BEARS 
The Memory Bears Life Group meets together once a month to make teddy bears out of 

clothing from people who have passed away to comfort the grieving.  We also make and sell 
bears once a year to raise money for supplies and children’s charities.  We would love to have 
you join us! We have jobs that do not require sewing as well as jobs that do. For the month 
of March, Memory Bears will meet on March 24 and 31 at 9 am. Please contact Cindi Souza 

(815-931-8478) for more information.  
 

DAYBREAK SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 
Volunteers are needed to serve dinner to at Daybreak Homeless Shelter in Joliet. The com-

mitment is from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on the second Monday of each month. A team of Messi-
ah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve dinner. Sign up in the narthex. 

 
MLC MESSIAH KIDS 

 
MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY 11 AM 

We encourage all kids pre-k thru 5th grade to be a part of Messiah Kids church at 11 am after 
the kids message in the Family Life Center/Gym. Kids will experience God during this time 

with weekly themes, songs, short movie clips, games and prizes. All are encouraged to attend. 
 

MESSIAH KIDS WEDNESDAYS (Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 pm)  
The name has changed (it used to be Awana), but the ministry focus has not. All Kindergarten 

– 5th graders are encouraged to join us for worship, lessons, games, and connection – with 
the Bible and friends. Stop by Wednesday to see what the fun is all about. 

 
PRE-K THROUGH 5TH GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Make sure to bring your children to Sunday school upstairs every Sunday! 

 
STAY N PLAY (Tuesdays at 9:30 am) 

Stay N Play is a weekly playgroup for children five and younger that meets in the Family Life 
Center on Tuesday mornings from 9:30-11:30.  This group is open to church members and to 

the community.   Parents or caregivers must stay and keep an eye on their children.  
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
March practices: 3/12 and 3/19 on Sundays 10:45-11:15 

3/26 performance at the 9:30 and 11 am services.  
Come join the fun and sing with your friends! Children’s Choir is for k-8th grade. 

 
MEET AND GREET (Sunday, March 19th) 

All are invited to take a moment to meet our new director of children's ministry, Leslie McFar-
land, on Sunday, March 19th between the times of 9:00AM and 1:00 PM in the narthex. 

 

STUDENT MINISTRY 
 

HEAD2HEART (Wednesdays at 6:15 pm) 
Head2Heart is for all middle school students. 

 
SUMMER BIBLE CAMP (June 25-30) 

5th-9th grades (Fall of 2023), Cost: $375-$385 + $$ for food on the road. Transportation provid-
ed by MLC BUS. More info & Registration: www.centerlake.org/summercamps 

 
HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER CAMP (July 2-7) 

9th grade- College freshman (Fall of 2023), Cost: $395 + $$ for food on the road. 
Transportation provided by MLC Van (W/ Parent help) 

More info & Registration: https://www.centerlake.org/summercamps 
 

CAMP INFO MEETING FOR BOTH CAMPS IN YOUTH ROOM  
(March 19 at 10:35 am) 

 
EVENTS 

 
PRAYER TEAM (Thursdays at 10:15 am)  

In the Fireside Room. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more information.  
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Join us for adult Sunday school in the Fellowship Hall. Mosaic and adults will meet together for 

March.  In March they will be studying Revelation. 
 

CHOSEN LIFE GROUP (Tuesdays 6:30 to 8 pm) 
We'll be meeting at Harold & Donna Stier’s home and Jeanette will continue to lead the study of 

the Synoptic Gospels as we are waiting for the season 3 Bible study to come out.  
 

FAITH & BODY CHALLENGE LIFE GROUP (Thursdays 9 to 10 am) 
We are meeting on Thursday Mornings between 9am -10am in the Family Life Center until the 
end of April. The Health Challenge for March will be to avoid diary.  Each month there will be a 
new healthy challenge. There is no cost, and you may meet a new friend. Please contact Sherri 

Unyi at 815-741-4488 if you have any questions. Please register here: bit.ly/MLCFaiBod 
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LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS (Wednesdays, March 15 to March 29 at 6 pm) 
Come join us for fellowship and food during Lent, and sign up in narthex if you’d like to bring 

a soup.  
LENTEN SERVICES (Wednesdays, March 15 to March 29 at 7 pm) 

Come join us for Wednesday night worship as we observe Lent. We will be talking about the 
freedom we have in Christ. 

 
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) (March 17 at 9:15 am) 

Calling all moms from pregnancy onward to join a supportive community of moms! Each 
meeting has a different topic related to parenting, and childcare is provided. We get to know 
each other more, watch a video of a MOPS speaker, have a discussion, and end with a devo-
tional. The upcoming meetings are the 1st and 3rd Fridays of March, April, and May. Contact 

Amy at amy12miller@gmail.com with any questions.  
 

MESSIAH HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
April 6 (Maundy Thursday) @ 7 pm 

April 7 (Good Friday) @ 7 pm 
April 9 (Easter Sunday) @ 7, 8, 9:30 and 11 am 

 
EASTER SONRISE BREAKFAST (April 9 from 7:30 to 11 am) 

It's almost Easter can you Believe it?? The beloved Messiah Student Ministry Sonrise Breakfast 
is also just around the corner! We’ll be holding it in the Family Life Center. 

Here is what's on the menu this year: french toast, sausage, scrambled eggs, biscuits & gravy, 
donuts & pastries, fresh fruit, an assortment of cereal & a Belgium waffle station. There will 

be coffee, tea & juice to drink. Please help us by taking a tag from the donations list and 
returning the items to the church kitchen by Sunday April 2nd. (Except for the fresh fruit, 

which should arrive by Thursday April 6th ) 
 

MEN’S RETREAT (April 21 at 9:30 am to April 23 at 5 pm) 
Cost: $149. Transportation provided by MLC (you can drive yourself if needed). Join us for a 
weekend filled with guy stuff, food, games, and God. Pastor Dave Hughes from Oak Pointe 
Church in Novi MI will be our speaker. We look forward to God impacting our lives through 

our times of worship & fellowship. Don’t miss this opportunity to energize your soul, deepen 
friendships, and discover God’s purposes for you.  Sign up in the narthex or at bit.ly/

MLCMenRet2023. 
 

BLOOD DRIVE (Sunday, May 21, 8:30 am to 12:30 pm) 
Versiti Blood Center will be here on May 21 for a blood drive at Messiah. Please consider do-

nating sometime that Sunday morning to this important work.  
 

COUPLES RETREAT (September 22-24)  
The purpose of a Couples’ Retreat is to build godly marriages through a time away from 

home in an atmosphere of fun, fellowship, and Biblical teaching on marriage.  
Open to all ages of married couples. MLC membership NOT required. We’ll be meeting at the 

new lodge at Center Lake Bible Camp and Retreat Center in Tustin, MI.(approx. 4-5 hr from 
MLC). The cost is $399 per couple (Scholarships available)  

Register at: bit.ly/MLCCouRet 
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STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 66 
9:30 am: 86 
11:00 am: 64 

 
Online: 80 
Insight: 27 

MSM: 5 
Sunday School: 40 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

If you would like to purchase altar flowers, call the office at 815-741-4488. 

2023 BUDGET 

 
2023 Operating Budget:  

$709,766 
Year to Date Operating Budget: 

$136,493 
Year to Date Giving Received: 

$100,932 
 

Average Need Each Week: $13,649 
Received last week: $14,559 

 
Lenten Offering total for 2023:  $448 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (March 12) 
8 am Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 
9:30 am Messiah Kids Sunday School 

9:30 am Insight/Mosaic 
9:30 am Sacrament Workshop 

11 am Worship 
11 am Messiah Kids 

MONDAY (March 13) 
8 am Cornerstone Homeschool Group 

TUESDAY (March 14) 
9:30 am Stay and Play 

6:30 pm Chosen Life Group 
WEDNESDAY (March 15) 

6 pm Soup Supper 
6:15 pm Head2Heart 

6:30 pm Messiah Kids Wednesdays 
7 pm Lenten Service 

THURSDAY (March 16) 
9 am Faith and Body Challenge Life Group 

10:15 am Prayer Group 
11:30 am Staff Meeting 

7:15 Sanctuary Choir 
FRIDAY (March 17) 

9:15 am MOPS 
SATURDAY (March 18) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (March 19) 

8 am Worship 
9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 
9:30 am Messiah Kids Sunday School 

9:30 am Insight/Mosaic 
9:30 am Sacrament Workshop 

11 am Worship 
11 am Messiah Kids 

STEWARDSHIP VERSE 
OF THE WEEK 

 
Matthew 6:25-33 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 
your life...But strive first for the kingdom 

of God and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well.”  


