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Theme:  Is Jesus your "King for a Day" or the Lord of your life? 
Object:  A crown labeled "Student of the Day" & A bucket full of 
rocks 
Scripture:  Those who went ahead and those who followed 
shouted, "Hosanna!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!" Mark 11:1-10 (NIV), "I tell you," he replied, "if they keep 
quiet, the stones will cry out." Luke 19:28-40, (NIV), 2 Timothy 
4:1-4 (NLT) 
 
For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound 
and wholesome teaching… As we wrap up our series Refined it 
seems many of us may need our way of thinking refined. The way 
we think about and observe holidays like today may need to be 
refined. We get so caught up in our plans, our expectations, even 
in politics and things of this world that it’s so easy to lose sight of 
what’s True, what’s Right, what’s Noble and what really matters. 
So, this morning as we look at the story of Palm Sunday, I want us 
to also look some challenging truths in light of the gospel. 
 
It is a well-known fact that, in America, church attendance 
balloons on Easter morning. And it isn’t just the Catholic and 
mainline churches. While they see the most dramatic bumps, 
every church that I’ve been involved with has this happen. Last 
year we averaged 127 people in our worship services throughout 
the first quarter of the year. But we had over 287 people on 
Easter morning. That’s a 126% increase on one day. It’s as if God 
takes that one day and taps us on the shoulder and reminds us 
that there are still a lot of people out there who – deep in their 
hearts – are aware of their need for God. I wonder if He doesn’t 
send them to us on Easter to remind us to keep reaching out for 
them.  
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Now I know we were still dealing with the Delta strain of the 
COVID flu, but the big jump isn’t out of the norm. When I started 
here in 2006 we were averaging just over 350 on a Sunday but 
that first Easter Sunday we had over 700! 
One of the things the Boards and the pastoral staff has been 
working hard at over the past several months is to find ways to 
help our church become strong in evangelism again. It’s not just a 
whim. It’s a response to the mission God has given to us, His 
church. Maybe you recognize these words? ‘We seek to be 
faithful to Jesus Christ and be known for sharing His love and 
teachings….by encouraging members to use their gifts for God’s 
glory, expanding outside our church, and strengthening and 
building Christian family values.’ (That’s our mission summary as a 
church.) 
 
You’ve heard these words before, I know that– “Go out and train 
everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them 
by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Then instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded you. 
I’ll be with you as you do this, day after day after day, right up to 
the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20) the words spoken by Jesus to 
His followers just as He left.  
 
Without going into a detailed explanation of this passage, let me 
just say that there is one main command here. It’s given to a 
group of people, so we’ll work to apply it as a group, not just as 
individuals. One command supported by three sub-commands or 
we might call them three action points to help us know how to do 
the main command. 
The command is to “Train everyone” in church speak we call it 
descipling.  As a group, we want to be engaged in work that 
produces joyous and passionate followers of Jesus.  
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Setting our collective hearts on training every people group on 
earth. We might translate this command this way. Messiah, get 
your eyes off yourself and start seeing what God is seeing – a 
world full of peoples who need to have planted among them 
trainers or disciples who will point them to Jesus.  
Now look at the first of three action words that help us know how 
to go about “Training everyone”. The first is the word “go.” 
 "Go... “Train everyone”...” (v.19) 
Notice that we’re the ones who are supposed to take the 
initiative. The training or making of disciples is not a matter of us 
sitting here and praying that God will send people to us. Praise 
God that He does that sometimes, and it’s certainly not wrong to 
pray that God will send us people! But sitting and waiting for 
people to come to us is not obedience to the command of 
Matthew 28. We are to “go.” Actually, a better translation is “as 
you are going.” There’s an assumption that we’re already engaged 
with the world in one way or another. We all live in this world. We 
all do business in this world. We all raise our families in this world. 
Our church exists in a real town, and in a real neighborhood, full 
of real people, and as we are living out our lives together in this 
real world, we are to “Train everyone”. As a group, we are to 
target our activities so as to help people know Christ. Did you read 
the April newsletter yet? I bet you thought PK and I planned our 
articles to go together didn’t you. NOPE! That was the Holy Spirit 
at work. We were both talking about the same thing, and it all 
starts with that first action step GO!  
 
One of the ways we’d like to “go” and take the initiative in 
pointing people to Jesus is to become a more aggressively inviting 
church – including (though not limited to) inviting people to our 
worship services, where they will hear the Word of God,  
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and where God’s Word will do what God’s Word does – it “gives 
[people] the wisdom that leads to salvation” (2 Timothy 3:15). Do 
we believe that God’s Word really does this?  
And are we willing to take action on that belief by “going” to our 
family and to our friends and to our neighbors and to our co-
workers and to our classmates and inviting them to come to a 
worship service with us? Are we willing to “go” in this way? 
(Title slide)    
Not your Typical Palm Sunday message, eh? But I think you guys 
know me and the passions that God has planted in me so you’re 
probably not too surprised. Ok let’s switch gears just a bit. 
 
I'm sure you all know what this is. (Hold up the crown.) It is a 
crown. Back when I was in elementary school, teachers used a 
crown similar to this one. When a student celebrates his or her 
birthday, that student gets to wear a crown that says, "Student of 
the Day." Being the "Student of the Day" brings a lot of special 
privileges with it. For example, you get to be first in line 
everywhere the class goes during the day. You get to lead the 
class to recess, to the library, to gym class, and to music. You even 
get to be first in line to eat lunch in the cafeteria. The "Student of 
the Day" also gets to do special things such as taking the 
attendance folder to the office. Did you notice al the “going” that 
the student of the day got to do? It is really a good feeling to be 
the "Student of the Day" because all of the other students look up 
to you and wish they were able to do the things you are doing. All 
of the students in the class look forward to the day when they get 
to wear the crown. There is only one bad thing about being the 
"Student of the Day" -- it only lasts for one day. 
 
That reminds me of something that took place in the city of 
Jerusalem about 2000 years ago. A king was visiting the city. 
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People lined the streets hoping to get to see the King. The King 
came riding on a small donkey, and as he rode through the streets 
of the city, some people spread their cloaks on the road and 
others waved palm branches and shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of 
David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 
 
I'm sure you know who that King was -- it was Jesus. Today we 
remember the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem and the people 
cheering and waving palm branches. They greeted Jesus as their 
king. The only problem was -- it didn't last. He was only their "King 
for a Day." Later that same week Jesus was arrested, beaten, 
tried, and crucified. Many of the same people who had cheered 
him on Sunday turned against him. Now he wore a crown, but it 
was a crown of thorns. 
 
The Bible tells us that one day every knee will bow and tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
(Philippians 2:9-11) The question is, "Why wait?" Why not give your 
heart and life to Jesus and receive the forgiveness that he offers? 
Why not today? 
Jesus wants to be the ruler and Lord of your life. He doesn't want 
to be your "King for a Day," he wants to be your "LORD for Life." 
 
Did you know, Most Americans Take Well-Known Bible Stories at 
Face Value. 
Americans may be skeptical about the claims of politicians, but 
they remain confident that some of the most amazing stories in 
the Bible can be taken at face value. I read a nationwide survey 
conducted by The Barna Group shows that six well-known Bible 
stories are accepted as literal truth by an average of two out of 
three adults.  
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Those surveyed were asked if they thought a specific story in the 
Bible was “literally true, meaning it happened exactly as described 
in the Bible” or whether they thought the story was "meant to 
illustrate a principle but is not to be taken literally." Six renowned 
Bible stories were then offered to adults for consideration.  
Surprisingly, the most significant Bible story of all - "the story of 
Jesus Christ rising from the dead, after being crucified and buried" 
- was also the most widely embraced. Three out of four adults 
(75%) said they interpreted that narrative literally, while only one 
out of five (19%) said they did not take that story literally.  
 
The more highly educated respondents were, the less likely they 
were to take the story literally, although even two-thirds of 
college graduates (68%) believe the resurrection narrative is 
literally true. One of the most substantial differences of opinion 
occurred between mainline Protestants, 83% of whom take the 
resurrection literally and non-mainline Protestants (among whom 
95% accept the resurrection as fact). Overall, 82% of Catholics 
embrace the resurrection narrative as being true. 
(Title slide)    
 
Americans Continue to Wrestle with Truth  
The survey findings suggest that Americans are continuing to 
wrestle with the concept of truth, the nature of God, and the 
value of the Bible in personal decision-making.  
Many people who do not embrace a literal interpretation of the 
scriptures nevertheless accept some of the Bible’s more 
sensational stories. "Not only do most Americans believe in the 
existence of God, but they believe in His power and in the 
miracles, He performs, holding back the seas, walking on water, 
rising from the dead, surviving in a lion cage,  



PASTOR DAVID STIER 
4/10/22 

King for a Day or LORD for Life? 

 

 7 

 
and killing a skilled and armed warrior with a sling shot are 
examples of God doing extraordinary things in the lives of 
ordinary people. These and other Bible stories inspire people to 
believe that their personal trust in that powerful God is 
warranted. Although some people may dismiss such writings as 
fairy tales for children, the data indicates that the typical 
American has adopted these accounts as the foundation of a 
valued faith in God."  
 
But Barna also noted a significant disconnect between faith and 
practice. "While the level of literal acceptance of these Bible 
stories is nothing short of astonishing given our cultural context, 
the widespread embrace of these accounts raises questions about 
the unmistakable gap between belief and behavior.  
 
On the one hand we have tens of millions of people who view 
these narratives as reflections of the reality, the authority and the 
involvement of God in our lives. On the other hand, a majority of 
those same people harbor a stubborn indifference toward God 
and His desire to have intimacy with them. In fact, a minority of 
the people who believe these stories to be true consistently apply 
the principles imbedded in these stories within their own lives. It 
seems that millions of Americans believe the Bible content is true 
but are not willing to translate those stories into action. Sadly, for 
many people, the Bible has become a respected but impersonal 
religious history lesson that stays removed from their life." 
 
I would encourage you to take some time to think about how you 
fit into this survey. Ask yourself challenging questions and then, 
take this opportunity to invite someone to church. Why not this 
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week? Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter are times 
people are even more open to invitations.  
Maybe they used to go but have stopped attending for one reason 
or another and all they need is a friend to go with. Maybe they 
have always wondered about church and faith but felt they 
couldn’t go until invited! In this time of confusion, be the church 
to your community. If you feel you need something out of the 
ordinary to make the invite, hey, tell them you know a great little 
Breakfast place. It just so happens to be connected to your 
church. Bring a neighbor to the Easter breakfast and invite them 
to stay for a service as well. 
 

A Rock Concert 

Now you have probably been wondering why I have these rocks 
up here this morning. Well, I thought it would be a good idea for 
us to have a "rock concert" to finish off this morning. I see some 
of you are smiling. Don't you believe these rocks could sing? Do 
you think they could even talk? Do you think they could tell you 
stories about Jesus? Well, didn’t you hear earlier what Jesus 
himself had to say about that.  

As he rode along, crowds were lining the streets and they began 
praising Jesus and shouting, "Blessed is the king who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" They 
were creating quite a stir and some of the religious leaders didn't 
like it. They asked Jesus to keep his followers quiet. Jesus 
answered them and said, "If they remain silent, the rocks would 
cry out!" 

If these rocks would cry out this morning, I wonder what they 
would say? One might tell how a little shepherd boy named David 
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used a small stone to slay a giant to show that we can do anything 
when God is with us! 

Another might tell how the Hebrew people crossed the Red Sea 
on dry ground. 

This rock might tell how Solomon had used stones to build a 
beautiful temple for people to worship God. 

Still another rock might remind us that Jesus once told a story 
about a wise man who built his house upon a rock. When the 
storms came, the house on the rock stood firm. 

Yes, these stones might have a lot of stories to tell, but we won't 
let them. Will we?  

Triumphal entry video 

Just as the followers of Jesus lined the streets to praise their King, 
you and I are here today to praise our King. As long as we praise 
him, there will be no need for these rocks to cry out. 

So, take time this week to do just that cry out in praise to God. 
And when people hear you, invite them to join in and maybe even 
come to church with you this week. So many are just waiting for 
an invitation. 

Let’s pray. Dear Lord, we know that you would rather hear us 
praise you than to hear a "rock concert." So, Lord, we lift your 
name on high! Jesus, we adore you. We crown you as our Lord 
and King not just for a day but every day. We give our lives in 
service to you, not just for today, but always. Amen. 


