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FROM PASTOR HOOVER 

 

Identity in a Lost and Distracted World 

I was convicted. The Holy Spirit spoke to me at the last worship service of Pray Joliet hosted 

by Zion Baptist Church. The focus was Christian unity. How can we get the Black church and 

the White church to work together. How can we build up The Church in Joliet. And I tell you 

anything that can get 20 pastors together in the same room to give God glory is certainly a 

great start. There were also excellent videos of area church workers that guided our prayers. 

The conviction I experienced wasn’t the divide between white and black. It wasn’t the divide 

between Baptist and Lutheran. It wasn’t the divide between generations. It wasn’t different 

styles of worship or leadership. It was my identity. Am I willing to stand for and be seen in 

Christ? Our identity is our unity as Christians. 

Pr. Nick Dedetsinas of Grace Bible church said it this way. Anytime there's an issue in the 

church. Whether it's racism. Whether it's a political identity. Or whether it's identity in general. 

It always comes back to a misunderstanding of Christ crucified. When we leave for Christ 

crucified behind we enter into all these problems and Division. 

He hit the nail on the head. Far too often we come at the emotional issues of today from a 

different identity. I am for less government or more. I am for science above all else. I am 

conservative or progressive. I am for the president, or I am certainly not. I am. I am. I am. I am 

a parent, I am a spouse, I am a certain type of Christian. Strip it all away and what matters 

most to you? 

My sadness as a pastor is that I have not always challenged these other identities in the daily 

lives of our members. Worse yet, I have sometimes given you fuel for the fire that keeps your 

identity pegged to things of this world. You are a great parent, you are good at following the 

rules, you are right in this cultural debate… Your identity is not found in any of these things. 

Your identity is in Christ, who died and rose from the dead for your sake. I have been crucified 

with Christ: and I myself no longer live, but Christ lives in me. And the real life I now have 

within this body is a result of my trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself 

for me. – Galatians 2:20 

It is no small thing for God to keep your identity centered in Christ crucified, As you will find by 

reading the context of just verses 19 & 21. It is our human nature to define ourselves outside 

of God by our own projects. Our own systems. Our own self justification for decisions we have 

made in the past. Our own fear of losing the respect or influence granted us by our children 

and friends. 

We must daily die to our identity centered in things other than Christ alive and at work in and 

through us. ‘…the real [identity] I now have within this body is a result of my trusting in the 

Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.’ ‘I myself no longer live, but Christ lives in 

me.’ 
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This will be the result for you and your loved ones worshipping at Messiah Lutheran church 

Feb 12th & 19th for our Identity Series – Who are you? and for our Sunday Lenten theme – It 

Is Not About You: Looking at the Lenten text without Legalism. 

By faith alone, Pr. Kurt Hoover 

FROM PASTOR STIER 
 

First Things First 

 

Read: Matthew 6:19-34 

“Prepare your work outside; get everything ready for yourself in the field, and after that build 

your house.” (Prov. 24:27) 

“So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is 

enough for today.” (Matt. 6:34) 

 

Several years ago I visited the historic sites of Abraham Lincoln’s boyhood homes in Kentucky 

and Indiana. The Lincoln family led a hard life on a series of frontier farms. Everyone knows 

about the log cabins they lived in, but the first job was always felling the trees to clear the 

fields for planting and splitting rails for fences to protect the crops. First things first; crops 

before houses. Because it didn’t do much good to have a cabin if there was nothing in it to eat 

when winter came. 

 

Besides offering good advice for early American pioneers, the proverb has some practical 

wisdom for us. It tells us to make sure we put first things first and second things second in our 

lives. It’s amazing how easily distracted we are, how readily tempted to do what we like rather 

than what needs to be done. It’s true with our Saturday chores, our homework, our jobs—and 

our life’s priorities. Jesus told us plainly what those priorities should be: God’s kingdom and his 

righteousness. Put those first things first, and the secondary things have a way of working out 

for us. 

 

What does that actually look like? It can be something as simple as beginning each day with 

Bible reading and prayer before turning to our daily business. If you struggle making time, try 

this formula: “Scripture before screens.” It’s remarkable what cultivating simple daily godly 

habits can do. Now I know most of us struggle not just in our own Bible reading but also in 

training and encouraging our kids to do the same. 

 

The first thing I can tell you is kids model what they see on a consistent basis. So let them see 

you reading God’s word. Do it with them when they are young. To help our parents with this 

important habit we’re developing a new workshop geared at our Second-Grade parents as a 

part of our Mile Markers of Faith initiative. Called My Bible Workshop. Our goal is to have it 

ready to go for the 2023-24 school year. (It’s open to all parents but we’re starting with 2nd-

grade as we roll things out.) Here is an overview: 

 

My New Bible Workshop (2nd Grade +)  

This 3-session workshop for students and their parent(s) or guardians explores the Bible, 

God’s love letter to the world. Discussion, games, and activities teach Bible basics: how it was 
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written, organized, how we use it, and highlights key stories and truths found within it. The 

workshop will be offered once per year on Sundays at 9:30 am, and highlighted by a time 

during church services when parents place a Bible (a gift from MLC) in their child’s hands. 

This all goes so well with the theme verse for the Mile Markers Initiative. “Hey there! All who are 

thirsty, come to the water! Are you penniless?  

 

Come anyway—buy and eat!... Listen to me, listen well: Eat only the best, fill yourself with only 

the finest. Pay attention, come close now, listen carefully to my life-giving, life-nourishing words. 

So you’ll go out in joy, you’ll be led into a whole and complete life.” Isaiah 55 (MSG)  

 

Keep an eye out for the details and encourage your friends, kids and grandkids to be a part of 

this workshop! 

 

MLC NEWS 
 

MLC PUBLICATION DEADLINES 

Please note that content for the weekly bulletin is due by noon each Wednesday & content for 

the monthly newsletter is due by the 22nd of each month. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

ONLINE WORSHIP 

The 9:30 am service is available for streaming online on our Facebook and YouTube pages. 

Links to both are at mlcjoliet.org. 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

Our office hours are from 9am-3pm Mon-Fri, Saturdays and evenings by appointment. The staff 

is always available by appointment so please don’t hesitate to ask.   
 

PRAYER CHAIN 

Messiah uses a prayer chain made up of people willing to pray for our members, community, 

and nation in times of crisis. The prayers are confidential and anonymous as much as possible. 

You can make a difference through the gift of your prayers. Contact Cindi Souza at 

regency118@comcast.net or Pastor Dave Stier at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org to become a 

partner. 
 

OFFERING 

We will have an offering time during the service, but you can give any time during the week 

using one of the following ways: 

 1) Go to this link: bit.ly/MLCGiving 

 2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and follow the             

      instructions given.  

 3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 4)  Mail your check to the church at: 40 Houbolt Rd, Joliet, IL 60431 

If you need assistance with any of these, please email worship@mlcjoliet.org or call the church 

office at 815-741-4488 
 

 

GET INVOLVED 
 

DAYBREAK SHELTER VOLUNTEERS  

Volunteers are needed to serve dinner to needy people at Daybreak Homeless Shelter in Joliet. 

The commitment is from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm on the second Monday of each month. A team of 

Messiah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve dinner. Food donation needs 
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include canned fruit cocktail, juice, potato salad, buns, baked beans and cookies. Sign up in 

the narthex or online at mlcjoliet.org/life-groups. Messiah members will be serving at 

Daybreak Homeless Shelter on Monday, February 13. 
 

MICRO PANTRY 

Messiah has developed a micro-food pantry that is housed in the closet across from the 

church office. This ministry is 100% donation driven and maintained by the Evangelism board. 

You can support this ministry through prayer, and through monetary or food donations. 

Contact the church office for more info. Thank you so much Marty Hohisel for your constant 

help in organizing the food that comes in! 
 

LIL LOVES MINISTRY 

Lil Loves Ministry is a ministry at Messiah, and its aim is to come alongside underserved 

parents and babies in the Tri-county area. The store, located in the Gathering House, is 

available on an appointment basis, and those interested can sign up at mlcjoliet.org/lil-loves-

ministry. Lil Loves needs your donations of diapers, formula, wipes, and other baby and family 

items to build up stock in the store. If you'd like to donate, please place your items in the black 

bin in the narthex.  In need of BABY SOAP, PULLUPS, onesies size 24 months and up, and 

diapers size 5 and up.  
 

MESSIAH QUILTERS 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, February 21st, 2023 from 9 am – 12 pm.  We have a lot 

of quilts ready to be tied and you don’t need any sewing or quilting experience to help us. If 

you would like to sew at home, we also have many quilt tops prepared in kit form ready to be 

sewn together.   If this is something you would like to do, contact Kathy Mueller at 

scpbklane@aol.com or 815-953-6601 for more information or any questions you may have. 
 

MEMORY BEARS 

The Memory Bears Life Group meets together once a month to make teddy bears out of 

clothing from people who have passed away to comfort the grieving.  We also make and sell 

bears once a year to raise money for supplies and children’s charities.  We would love to have 

you join us! We have jobs that do not require sewing as well as jobs that do.  We meet 

regularly on the fourth Tuesday of each month from 9:00 am to Noon. Please contact Cindi 

Souza (815-931-8478) for more information. The Bears will not meet in December. Our next 

meeting will be January 24. 
 

MEAL TRAIN 

We all know someone who may be overwhelmed during a difficult time. Perhaps an illness, 

surgery, loss of a family member or a job, or the challenge of a new baby. Messiah is forming a 

Meal Train for anyone who would like to prepare and deliver a meal or to anyone who is in 

need of a meal. To sign up for the Meal Train Team or request a meal, please visit 

mlcjoliet.org/meal-train. 
 

FAITH & BODY CHALLENGE LIFE GROUP 

There is a new life group called Faith & Body Challenge.  We are meeting on Thursday 

Mornings between 9am -10am in the Family Life Center through April.  Our Faith and Body 

Challenge ministry is a group dedicated to help improve their health with light movement and 

stretching, and encouraging each other through faith.  Each month there will be a new healthy 

challenge. There is no cost and you may meet a new friend. Please contact Sherri Unyi at 815-

741-4488 if you have any questions.   Please register here: bit.ly/MLCFaiBod 
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MESSIAH KIDS 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday school continues at 9:30 for ages pre-K through 5th grade. 
 

MESSIAH KIDS REMIND GROUP 

Parents of Sunday school aged children (Kindergarten through fifth grade) can join the 

Messiah Kids Remind group by texting the code mlcmk to 81010. You can also go to this 

link: https://www.remind.com/join/mlcmk. It will be used to send reminders and notifications 

about Sunday School and any events we have planned. Contact Kimber Drummond at 

CEMLCJoliet@gmail.com with questions.  
 

MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY 11 AM 

Messiah Kids at 11am continues during the 11:00am service! 

Here’s how it works: you will check in like you do for Sunday school at the computer in the 

narthex. Then just before the sermon the kids will be dismissed and can leave to be with their 

friends. They will meet leaders in the narthex and head to the FLC for games. It’s for all kids 

grades K-5th. MK11 team members are needed! Please sign up in the narthex, or see Kimber 

Drummond or Pastor Dave Stier to get involved. 
 

MESSIAH KIDS WEDNESDAY (Wednesdays at 6:30 pm) 

The name has changed (it used to be Awana), but the ministry focus has not. All Kindergarten 

– 5th graders are encouraged to join us for worship, lessons, games, and connection – with 

the Bible and friends. Stop by Wednesday to see what the fun is all about. 
 

STAY N PLAY (Tuesdays at 9:30 am) 

Stay N Play is a weekly playgroup for children five and younger that meets in the Family Life 

Center on Tuesday mornings from 9:30-11:30.  This group is open to church members and to 

the community. Parents or caregivers must stay and keep an eye on their children. Coffee for 

adults are provided. Please come join us for some fun. Stay N Play will not meet on January 3. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

Practice Dates for February are :  

2/5, 2/12, 2/19 (Sundays 10:45-11:15) 

Performances are: 

2/26 at 9:30 and 11 services 

Come join the fun and sing with your friends! Children’s Choir is for k-8th grade. 

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 

HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL 

High school students (9th-12th grade) will be meeting in the Gathering House at 9:30 am on 

Sundays. 
 

YOUTH LEADERSHIP TEAM 

We are looking for students in 7th-12th grade to become leaders in our YLT ministry! These 

students take ownership of the youth ministry while working with each other to plan events, 

trips, lessons, etc. They will also serve as mentors to 6th grade students in confirmation class. 

Contact Brian Werner at smmlcjoliet@gmail.com for more info about becoming a student 

leader. 
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HEAD2HEART (Wednesdays at 6:15 pm) 

Head2Heart is for all middle school students. 
 

SALT (Sundays from 4:30-6 pm) 

Hey high school students, SALT continues on Sundays. Make sure to come out for some great 

fellowship, fun and teaching.  

MLC EVENTS 
 

PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10:15 am)  

In the Fireside Room and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more 

information. 
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Insight Sunday school meets in the Fellowship Hall. The Mosaic group will meet with them for 

December. 

 

MESSIAH MENS MINISTRY (3M Group)   

Our church has a new ministry for men. Messiahs Mens Ministry, 3M Group, is born out of the 

need for Gods men to step up and be who they were created to be. Our purpose is to train 

men to come alongside each other and encourage one another in life. To lead the next 

generation of men into a way of life that honors and pleases God. It is a time to sit, relax, and 

converse with other Christian men all while being in Gods presence. Join us on the second 

and fourth Tuesday of every month @ 6:30 pm. It’s never to late to jump in. Men of all ages 

are welcome.  
 

If you would like more information feel free to contact: Mike Brown at Evmlcjoliet@gmail.com 

or text a message containing your name to 815-405-2547 and ask for information on the 3M 

Group.  
 

VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER (February 11 at 4:30 pm) 

Sign up in the narthex to attend this wonderful event! 
 

ASH WEDENSDAY SERVICE (February 22 at 7 pm) 

Come and worship our Lord as we remember His great sacrifice and begin the Lenten season. 
 

LENTEN SERVICES (Wednesdays, March 1-March 29 at 7 pm) 

Come join us for Wednesday night worship as we observe Lent. 
 

SOUP SUPPERS (Wednesdays, February 22 to March 29 at 5:30 pm) 

Come early for Lenten services and enjoy a soup dinner! 
 

SACRAMENT WORKSHOP (FIRST COMMUNION) (Sundays at 9:30 am, March 5th-April 2nd) 

In order to be prepared to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion and all of its benefits, 

4th grade students and their parent(s) and guardians are invited to participate in this 5-

session workshop. Older students who were previously unable to complete the workshop are 

also encouraged to attend. Hands-on activities help families grow in their understanding of 

God’s coming to us in and through the sacraments of both Holy Communion and Baptism. The 

workshop culminates in a special First Communion service on Maundy Thursday (just before 

Easter).  

Please sign up with the following link: 

bit.ly/SacWor 
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MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) Group has returned to MLC! 

Calling all moms - from pregnancy onward - to join our new MOPS group. Our goal is to create a 

welcoming community of women where we can find support and meaningful connection. In 

February we will meet on the 10th and 17th from 9:15-11:15. Subsequent meetings will be 

held on 1st and 3rd Fridays. Questions? Contact Amy Miller-Koenig at amy12miller@gmail.com  
 

We are in need of volunteers for the MOPS Kids program during the MOPS meetings. 

Responsibilities include supervising playtime and facilitating activities, simple crafts, and story 

time. The resources and supplies are provided. Interested in volunteering for MOPS kids? 

Contact Amy Miller-Koenig at  amy12miller@gmail.com  
 

MEN’S RETREAT (April 21-23) 

Men, save the date! MLC’s men’s retreat this year will be April 21-23. There will be man food, 

man time and man fun! A weekend filled with guy stuff.  Watch for more details or talk 

with Mike Brown. 
 

COUPLES RETREAT (September 22-24)  

PURPOSE:  

The purpose of a Couples’ Retreat is to build godly marriages through a time away from home 

in an atmosphere of fun, fellowship, and Biblical teaching on marriage.  

OPEN TO:   

All ages of married couples. From 1 day to 60 years and everything in between. MLC 

membership NOT required. Call your friends and family to come get away!  

DATES: 9/22-24/2023 

Time: 6p Friday till 1pm Sunday  

Location: The new Lodge at Center Lake Bible Camp and Retreat Center.  

Tustin MI (approx. 4-5 hr from MLC)  

COST: $399 per couple (Scholarships available)  

Optional Early check in or additional night for a fee.  

WHAT’S INCLUDED:   

Time Alone with Your Spouse, Time with God as A Couple, 3 Worship/Couples Bible Study 

Sessions, Fellowship, Hiking, Breakfast on Saturday, Dinner on Saturday, Brunch on Sunday.  

POSSIBLE OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES @ CLBC:  

Games (board games, strategy games card games etc.)  

Boating, Horseback riding *  

Fishing/Canoeing   

Exploring the beauty of CLBC, Tustin or Cadillac, Shopping (if you must)  

Axe Throwing in Cadillac  

*Minimum numbers of people needed  

 

Register at: bit.ly/MLCCouRet 

 

 

2022 Giving statements were mailed on 1/12/2023 
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FROM THE BOARDS 

STEWARDSHIP 

 

Don’t Replace “And” with “Or” 

 

We’ve all heard that stewardship means giving to the church of our time, talents and 

treasure. This alliterative trinity helps us see that giving is not just about money, but about 

our whole lives. As we confess in the First Article of the Apostle’s Creed, God gives us 

everything we have and enjoy. First we confess that God gives us “our body and soul, our 

eyes, ears, and all our members, our reason and all our senses” (SC II). Then we confess 

that He gives us material things. The time, talents, and treasure trinity places before our 

eyes the fact that we are to give something of all three of these things toward the mission 

of the church in thanksgiving for what God has provided. For everything we have, and 

indeed, everything we are, comes from God’s fatherly, divine goodness and mercy. Then 

the question arises: Can we give of our time and talents instead of our treasure? Or 

perhaps it is the other way round: Can we give of our treasure and not of our time and 

talents? But these are the wrong questions. The right question is, can we give of our time 

and talents in addition to our treasure? Yes, indeed, we are called to give of all three. The 

things that God gives us are not to be pitted against one another. Rather, they are given to 

us, and we are to press them all into God’s service for benefit of His church and our 

neighbors in need.  

 

Thus, we give all three. We give our treasure in the form of a generous, first-fruits 

proportion of our income. We give of our time in generosity for the benefit of Christ’s holy 

church. We give of our talents in the same manner. Since God gave us all these things, we 

are called to give generously of all these things in faith toward Him and in fervent love to 

our neighbors.  

 

For God has provided all these things for us. Out of His fatherly, divine goodness and 

mercy, He gives us each time, talents AND treasure as a means to bless those around us. 

We serve our neighbors with these things, blessing them with the blessings with which God 

has blessed us. We give of our time, talents and treasure to our families, our society, our 

church and our local congregations. And we do this because we know that we are not our 

own. Rather, we belong to God. We have been bought with a price: the holy, precious blood 

and innocent suffering and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. He gave everything — His time, 

His talents and His treasure — to have us as His own and to live under Him in His kingdom 

and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness. We have these 

things as gifts and blessings from God. Let us then press them all into service for the sake 

of His love — time, talents and treasure together.  
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FROM CHURCH DOCTOR MINISTRIES (Written by Kent R. Hunter) 

 
Did you have a good Thanksgiving gathering? Did anything unexpected occur? 

Was it good? Not so good? Amazing? My wife and I gathered with 35 others at the 

home of our daughter and son-in-law. As usual, there was an abundance of food, 

laughter, and conversations throughout the afternoon. That’s normal. Yet, some-

thing occurred in one of my conversations—and it has breakthrough potential for 

you, your church, and the Christian movement in America. Sometimes God shows 

up in a profound way when you least expect Him. As I share it with you, my prayer 

is that it will become a breakthrough for your life—and your church. 
 

Welcome and Prayer 

After everyone arrived, our son-in-law, Jason, gathered everyone in the kitchen/

dining room area—and we were elbow to elbow. He welcomed everyone and an-

nounced that his daughter, Kailyn, would say the prayer. She is 13 and often 

prays for the crowd at family gatherings. She prayed: “Dear Lord, thank you for 

having us all be able to come here today. Please help this food nourish our bod-

ies, and help us have a good and happy day. Amen.” 

It wasn’t a profound prayer, but sincere. However, it represents a breakthrough 

opportunity for most Christians and their churches. Surprisingly, most pastors and 

church leaders—as well as most Christians—need this missing link. It is called invi-

tation and challenge. Most churches in America get the invitation part and almost 

entirely miss the challenge. This is important for the future of your church—and 

for you as a Christ-follower. 
 

Later That Day 

Among the guests were Colleen and Chris, who flew in from Florida to join the In-

diana gathering. Chris is the son of my wife’s sister, Sally. Colleen is the young 

woman who lives next door to Chris. I had seen them both—and met Colleen—a 

few months earlier at Chris’ mother’s 80th birthday gathering. 

I remembered having a conversation with Colleen at the birthday gathering and 

was interested to learn that she is an active member of a large, growing, nonde-

nominational church. I already knew that Chris had grown up—and was a regular 

worshipper—at a mainline, traditional church. His primary worship experience was 

liturgical, structured, and—from the standpoint of language—dated. It was what 

missionaries call his primary worship “heart language.” He hadn’t experienced 

anything different. 

Different groups of friends and relatives were spread out in the various rooms at 

our Thanksgiving gathering. As usual, I traveled among the rooms to have conver-

sations with the smaller groups. On my journey, I wandered into the dining room 

and found Colleen and Chris by themselves. So, I sat down and asked how they 

were doing—hoping to learn more about their growing relationship. I wasn’t pre-

pared for Colleen’s first question. And, reflecting on our conversation, I wondered 

if Colleen had a plan designed to help Chris grow spiritually. 
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The Greatest Challenge Churches Face 

As I took my seat at the table, I asked an obvious question: “How are you folks do-

ing?” Colleen said, “Fine,” and I still didn’t get to learn much. Colleen had a differ-

ent agenda, and I think it was to try to help Chris’ spiritual growth. 

“Kent, you’ve worked with a lot of churches, haven’t you? How many?” 

I responded, “Not counting large conferences all over the world—here in America, 

we’ve worked intensely with 1,700 congregations, and of those, consulted with 

over 500 from 78 denominations and from nondenominational and independent 

churches.” 

Then she asked the most profound question every Christian in the country ought to 

be considering: “Kent. If you could identify the one greatest challenge for American 

churches, what would it be?” 

Imagine my surprise! Not about the question, but by the fact that I can’t recall any-

one asking that question in precisely that way. And it wasn’t difficult to respond—

not at all! I hope it makes you think deeply about your church or denomination and 

the spiritual crisis facing the nation. 
 

Invitation and Challenge 

There are a lot of ways you can describe the teaching of Jesus in summary catego-

ries. One of them is described as invitation and challenge. 

As the most impactful leader in history, Jesus’ teaching followed the pattern of 

these two general approaches. The first was invitation. He said, “Come follow me.” 

Most church leaders get this. It takes the form of “come to worship,” “come to Bible 

class,” and “come help out” with the programs—and includes the initiative: “Invite 

your neighbor’s kids to come to Vacation Bible School.” 

In most churches, there is an unspoken, subtle myth that this is what the mission 

of Jesus is all about. It is church-centered, program-centric, building-focused. It re-

flects the local church as a magnet. The difficulty with that? It is the direct opposite 

of what Jesus taught and modeled. 

Jesus didn’t just focus on invitation. He balanced that with the challenge: “Go 

make disciples.” This is sometimes called “outreach” or “mission” in effective 

churches—those that are growing, reaching people who are not yet believers. Jesus’ 

challenge is an equal priority. It is all about equipping Christians with the worldview 

and mentality of mission as well as the practical efforts that work. 

I then shared with Colleen, “What is absent in most churches? The challenge part!” 

I looked at Chris and, based on his limited experience in a “you-all-come, just-focus-

on-right-teaching” church, he looked like a new arrival in a strange land. 

Then Colleen began to share some of the outreach activities of her church. They in-

cluded local outreach in which she is involved. She also added mission work her 

church does beyond their own location, in this country and beyond. As she shared 

more about her nondenominational, mission-focused church, it became clear: 

Those who lead her church get it—unlike most congregations that don’t. It raises 

the question, “Why not?” 
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Where Is the Mission Field? 

In my extensive training for ministry, I spent four years in college, four years in two dif-

ferent seminaries—one in the US and one in Australia—and then spent three years in 

post-doctoral work receiving a PhD in theology. When I entered ministry in the inner 

city of Detroit, I quickly learned that I had been taught almost nothing from the disci-

pline of mission. It was challenging because that first congregation—which was all An-

glos—had declined by two-thirds in the previous 10 years and was surrounded by 

young, African American families that didn’t have a church home. Nothing I had 

learned in 11 years of training helped. I asked for guidance from the mission leaders 

in my denomination and was told, “We have already closed a number of churches in 

Detroit in settings like yours. We don’t know what to do.” 

How did the majority of churches in America get in this terrible situation? Why are so 

many congregations declining—with the median age growing older as we lose so many 

of our children and grandchildren? 

After years of struggling with these questions, researching the health and effective-

ness of congregations, and studying the training they give to American missionar-

ies sent to countries all over the world, it has become clear. We have subconsciously 

declared America as a “Christian nation” and the “mission field” as over there some-

where. The result? Most training institutions do not teach mission principles. 

In my own dilemma at the Detroit church, I learned of a seminary in California that 

trains busy pastors in mission principles. I went two weeks at a time, three times a 

year, for three years and learned from these professors. All of them were effective mis-

sionaries in different countries around the world. Before leaving the US, they received 

the mission training domestic pastors normally don’t get. This training changed my 

life—and changed our church in Detroit. We grew in outreach so dramatically the de-

nomination was sending leaders to see the amazing phenomenon! 
 

You Can Learn This 

Any Christian can learn this! As a Christian, you have likely been impacted by the ba-

sics of “you all come.” You can also “go make disciples.” The mission principles are 

“new” to most American Christians—including pastors! However, they aren’t rocket sci-

ence. And they will become the most rewarding impact for your Christian life. Further, 

our country—and perhaps your own children and grandchildren—represent an un-

reached mission field. We at Church Doctor Ministries have taken the most basic prin-

ciples of mission and provide them on video teachings. It is called the SEND Move-

ment project. This project represents Jesus’ other side of “Come follow me.” 

He sent His disciples to go make disciples. Jesus’ invitation is important to you, or you 

wouldn’t be reading this. His challenge to “Go make disciples” will change you and 

your church. You can become part of the solution! 
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Counters   Readers 8 AM 

Date Name   Name Date 

02/05/23 Dana Stier, Deb Dole  Paul Allen 02/05/23 

02/12/23 Brian Wielbik, Dan Stukel   Randy Ling 02/12/23 

02/19/23 Gayle Arko, Wayne Lauffer  Deb Dole 02/19/23 

02/26/23 Stan Buhr, Joy McClintock S Greg Dole 02/26/23 

     

Ushers 8 AM  E Readers 9:30 AM 

02/05/23 Jerry Buchenau, Dan Stukel R Angie Mitchka 02/05/23 

02/12/23 Don Cyborski, Paul Allen V Jeff Holmes 02/12/23 

02/19/23 Wayne Lauffer, Bob Miller I Jane Costello 02/19/23 

02/26/23 Don Cyborski, Craig Stone N Marcy Vickers 02/26/23 

  G   

Ushers 9:30 AM   Readers 11 AM 

02/05/23 Lou Mahalik, Bill Unyi  OPEN 02/05/23 

02/12/23 Jeff Holmes, Brandon Fiday  Matthew Fiday 02/19/23 

02/19/23 Roger Gordon, Brandon Fiday  Greeters 8 AM 

02/26/23 Aimee Gipes, Brandon Fiday A OPEN 02/05/23 

  T OPEN 02/12/23 

Ushers 11 AM  OPEN 02/19/23 

02/05/23 Gary Phillips, Brandon Fiday   OPEN 02/26/23 

02/12/23 Tammie Eigenbauer, Tom Eigenbaur    

02/19/23 Gary Phillips, Brandon Fiday                        Greeters 9:30 AM  

02/26/23 Darryl Hoelscher, OPEN  OPEN 02/05/23 

  M OPEN 02/12/23 

Communion Assistants 8 AM E OPEN 02/19/23 

02/05/23 Beverly Korby & Jane Stukel S OPEN 02/26/23 

02/12/23 Nancy Bertnik & Julie Bajt S OPEN  

02/19/23 Paul & Marvina Allen I  Greeters 11 AM 

02/26/23 Randy & Laurel Ling A OPEN 02/05/23 

  H OPEN 02/12/23 

Communion Assistants 9:30 AM  OPEN 02/19/23 

02/05/23 Angie Mitchka, Linda Hedden  OPEN 02/26/23 

02/19/23 Jane Costello, Rowen Hedden  OPEN  

Communion Assistants 11 AM  
Would you like to help serve?  

Call the Church Office at 815-741-4488 or   
Email office.manager@mlcjoliet.org! 

02/05/23 Lynn Bond, Tom Bond  

02/19/23 Pat Haaksma, Donna Stier  
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February 1 

Sarah Haussy 

February 2 

Sandy Peterson 

February 3 

Jackie Zite 

Irene Chaplin 

February 4 

Michael Holmes 

Greg & Aimee Gipes 

Ron & Judy Fowler 

February 5 

Julio Osoio 

February 6 

Kersten Stier 

Roman Ludvigsen 

February 7 

Danielle Vickers 

February 8 

Fred & Stephanie Ferrara 

February 9 

Marilyn Cook 

February 10 

Andrew Wiley 

February 11 

Herb Hallberg 

February 12 

Abigail Burke 

February 13 

Violet Stanoljlovic 

February 15 

Harold & Donna Stier 

Lean Cirar 

Ella Kennedy 

Chris Pribnow 

February 16 

Connor Berdelle 

Matthew Chaplin 

Waylon Johnke 

Mike Strom 

February 17 

Mike Prybell 

Gene Gruber 

Kurt & Michele Christensen 

February 18 

Elaine Brown 

Jean Cleary 

Ellen Parnell 

Roger Zuell 

February 19 

Kurt Christensen 

Nathalie Ferenzi 

February 21 

Michele Christensen 

Adam Buhr 

Liam McDonald 

Pam Stromsta 

Kristen Michalski 

Briana Vargocko 

Doug & Janet Potts 

February 23 

Elizabeth Eickholtz 

Erin Eldred 

February 24 

Laura Attaway 

Maven Lawler 

February 25 

Brian Webb 

Deanna Lund 

February 26 

Nikolai & Kersten Stier 

February 27 

Stephanie Ferrara 

Melissa McPhail 

Jamie Atwood 

February 28 

Roger & Diane Zuehl 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
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ADDRESS 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 
815-741-4488 
Fax: 815-741-4501 
Email: info@mlcjoliet.org 
Website: www.mlcjoliet.org 

SERMON SERIES 
CONTINUES 
IN OCTOBER 

Our November sermon series 

JANUARY 2022 SERMON SERIES 

 

 
 

UPCOMING SERMON SERIES: 
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS: 
Who are you? Identity Series (February 12th & 19th) 

Lenten Worship Series: It’s Not About You: Looking at the Lenten texts 
without Legalism. (Feb 26th to April 2nd) 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

February 22 at 7 pm 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS: 
Free: What Christian Freedom Really means (March 1st to March 29th) 


