
Refined: The Believer Refined (03/20/2022) 

by Lloyd Evans 

 

OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 

Isaiah 48:6b-11 

  

“From now on I will tell you of new things, of hidden things unknown to you. 
7 They are created now, and not long ago; you have not heard of them before today. 

So you cannot say, ‘Yes, I knew of them.’ 8 You have neither heard nor understood; from of 

old your ears have not been open. Well do I know how treacherous you are; you were 

called a rebel from birth. 9 For my own name’s sake I delay my wrath; for the sake of my 

praise I hold it back from you so as not to destroy you completely. 10 See, I have 

refined you, though not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace of affliction. 11 For my 

own sake, for my own sake, I do this. How can I let myself be defamed. I will not yield my 

glory to another.  

  

OUR EPISTLE LESSON 

2 Corinthians 3:12-18 
12 Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 13 We are not like Moses, who 

would put a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the end of what was 

passing away. 14 But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains 

when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken 

away. 15 Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16 But whenever 

anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where 

the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, who with unveiled faces 

contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing 

glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.  

  

OUR GOSPEL LESSON 

Luke 13:1-9  
  

Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood 

Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans 

were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, 

no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the 

tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others 

living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” 

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to 

look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the 



vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and 

haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 

8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize 

it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’” 
  

One of my favorite toys when I was a kid were transformers. I have to be honest and say 

that I never had one, but my cousin had one, and when I’d go visit him, it’s all I’d ever 

play with. In fact we’d fight over it. I’d say I was envious of him having this toy. I watched 

the cartoon every Saturday morning, and knew the theme song very well. In case you 

don’t know, the premise of Transformers is that they are robots who can turn into 

something else, like a vehicle. When I became a parent, I made sure that my son had 

some transformers. He had one that turned into a fire truck. And yes, I did share them 

well with my son. We had no fights over who was going to play with them. 

 

The concept of transformers fascinated by child mind because they could become 

something else within seconds. They could change their appearance. Obviously, I’m not 

the only one, because the old 80’s cartoon was rebooted into a billion dollar movie 

franchise twenty years later. This idea that you can become something else, somebody 

else, is actually very intriguing to us human beings. A large portion of the books sold 

have something to do with changing some aspect of ourselves, and giving us steps on 

how to do that. Some of the time, those steps seem easy until we actually have to do 

them. I know that when I’d try to put my cousin’s transformer back into the shape of a 

car instead of a robot, I could never quite do it right. Transformation can be hard.  

 

Paul tells us in our epistle lesson for today that “we are being transformed into his 

image with ever-increasing glory.” Sounds good, doesn’t it? We know from Paul that if 

anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation, which is good news for all of us. But we also 

know that the transformation that God does to us is not going to be a cake walk. It’s not 

“seven simple steps to become Godly” or “five effective habits of good Christians”. It’s 

more like, well, being refined. Which is exactly why God inspired some of the authors of 

the Bible to use that word.  

 

Of course, the name of our series for Lent is “Refined”, and I think that we’d be remiss if 

we didn’t talk about exactly what that means. It’s not something that most of us will ever 

do, although we benefit from it every day. When something is refined, it has all the 

impurities removed from it. Today, the process of refining silver, for example, involves 

heating crushed ore on a porous bed of bone ash until it melts. The lead and other 

impurities are absorbed into the bone ash, and the molten silver is drawn off. Silver is 

extracted from lead ores in large furnaces. So the silver is removed from those things 

that it’s mixed with, the stuff that we don’t want, to become pure, to become the thing 



that we do want.  

 

There are a couple of reasons why the Bible uses this idea of being refined: one, it’s a 

process. There are a number of things that have to happen for the end result to occur. 

Two, it involves putting material under harsh conditions to yield something beautiful. 

Both of these reasons are directly applicable to the Christian life, but not always in the 

way that we think.  

 

For example, there is a stereotype of Christians, which has some truth to it in a way, that 

we are the morality police, that we are concerned with people being moral and living 

the way that we tell them to. And I understand that because there have been well-

meaning believers down through the centuries who tell non-believers how to live. And 

they do it so that those people don’t spend an eternity in hell, away from the presence 

of God. There’s no doubt that these people care about souls. The only problem is that 

they’ve got it all wrong.  

 

If being moral saved us, if following a series of laws redeemed our sinful selves, we 

wouldn’t have any need for Jesus. And if God was refining us so that we could merely be 

moral people, he would in essence be contradicting himself, because it’s clear that the 

law convicts, but it doesn’t save. It was clear that this didn’t work because in Jesus’ day, 

people were trying to subvert the law all over the place. They might follow the letter, but 

not the spirit, the intent, of it. This is basically the definition of a pharisee. Why does 

Jesus tell us to go the extra mile in so many ways in the gospels? Because people were 

only doing the bare minimum. He wanted people to go farther because that’s how we 

are transformed, that’s how we’re changed. Our hearts are broken in the best possible 

way when we give to our neighbor. And when that happens, when we turn away from 

self and look outwardly, we see that life isn’t about just us, but about bringing glory to 

God.  

 

In fact, you might say that God has a selfish reason for refining us, for wanting us to 

transform. Check out our Old Testament reading: See, I have refined you, though not as 

silver; I have tested you in the furnace of affliction. 11 For my own sake, for my own sake, I 

do this. How can I let myself be defamed. I will not yield my glory to another. Now, you 

may ask the question, why does God need to refine us for his own sake? Isn’t it for us 

that he breaks us down and builds us up again? Well, yes and no. Check out that last 

phrase, “I will not yield my glory to another”. If we are continually transformed by the 

renewing of our minds, as Paul writes, our minds are fixed on the God of all creation, not 

some other, fake God. And when that happens, God is glorified. Now, when God is 

glorified, good things happen. When we draw nearer to him, the natural by product of 

that is good for us as well.  



 

So we know why God refines us, for His sake and for ours. But how does He do it? 

Remember what we said earlier, that there are two things to remember about being 

refined: that it takes many steps to accomplish, and it involves putting material under 

harsh conditions to yield the desired outcome. It’s worth remembering that the process 

of refining something physically takes time, heat, and pressure to get to the good stuff. 

So it’s only natural that our refinement would take the same course. Check out these 

passages and see if any of them give you pause a little bit when you think about the 

implications of them: 

 

“No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is 

faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 

temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.” (1 Cor. 

10:13) 

 

So, God will allow you to be tempted. But he’ll give you a way out of it, so that you can 

deal with it. But He doesn’t remove you from it. Why? 

 

When Job was in the midst of his suffering, he said, “Though he slay me, yet will I hope 

in him;” In other words, he’s causing me this difficulty, and yet I still hope in him. How 

about this from Hosea: 

 

“Come let us return to the Lord; for he has torn us, that he may heal us; he has struck us 

down, and he will bind us up” (Hosea 6:1). 

 

I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to be torn, I don’t want to be struck down, 

especially by God. But if I really process through what it means, that in the end, I 

become refined like silver, I actually do want that. So when God says in Isaiah that he 

has tested us in the furnace of affliction, this is not a bad thing. Because it gets kingdom 

work done. Which is where we pick up our gospel reading for today.  

 

I think Jesus uses the illustration of a fig tree to explain to us how we are to approach 

the fruit that we produce. Obviously, fig trees are supposed to naturally produce figs. 

They are supposed to be of use. We, too, should be of use to our Father. But too many 

times we can get caught up in the duty, the expectation of what we are to do, instead of 

allowing it to proceed naturally from God’s work in our lives.  

 

It’s like the difference between have to and want to. For a very long time, I would never 

eat brussel sprouts, even though Summar would make them and she would enjoy them. 

And then one day, I gave them a chance. They still weren’t my favorite, but they’re really 



good for you. So, when she makes them with a meal, I eat them first, sometimes covered 

in a sauce. I don’t necessarily want to eat them; it would be my first choice. But it’s good 

for me, so I do it. And while there are times when we should eat our brussel sprouts 

spiritually, a lot of what we do should naturally come out of what we are and what God 

is already doing. 

 

And here’s where it gets tricky. Because as Christians we are commanded to live a 

certain way. Because there are certain expectations with the Christian life that are 

Biblical. Jesus said that they will we know we are Christians by our love. He told us to 

love our neighbor as ourselves. And there can be a great temptation to do all this stuff 

that we’re called to do under our own power. And even begin to think that we can do it 

under our own power. And then when we start to do these things that we’re called to do 

under our own power, then we begin to think that we have done them ourselves.  

 

Have you ever had a situation where someone else takes credit for your work? Have you 

ever had a time when someone else tells your joke and they get the laughs? In the 

music world, there are all kinds of stories of people taking credit for the songwriting of 

others. There have been many lawsuits regarding people allegedly stealing melodies or 

lyrics. Those stories are always of interest to me because much of the time it’s not really 

intentional theft. There’s the story of George Harrison of the Beatles stealing the melody 

of his song “My Sweet Lord” from the early 1960’s song “He’s So Fine”. In the end, the 

court found that Harrison had subconsciously stolen the melody from the other song. 

He didn’t intend to do it, but they were the same.  

 

And I share that little nugget of trivia to say that I think we often can fall into the same 

trip. We don’t do it intentionally. We don’t set out to steal from God what is rightfully 

his. We initially do it because we want to be obedient. So we start to make choices 

where we do a favor for a friend of ours because it’s, quote, “the right thing to do” and 

then we get involved in causes because it’s, again, “the right thing to do”. But what we 

have to be mindful of is whether or not these things bring glory to God, and whether or 

not they come from God in the first place. That’s exactly what this parable is talking 

about. Did the fruit come from the tree naturally? Did it flow from what the creator 

intended the tree to be? If not, it’s empty.  

 

The other amazing thing about this story is that the tree will be cut down if it doesn’t 

bare fruit. Now, we understand that our works don’t save us, not in the least. We 

couldn’t do enough work to create a situation where we are good enough to get saved 

from our sin. But we hopefully understand if we bear no fruit, if we’re never doing the 

father’s business, that something is wrong with our connection with God, that we’re 

missing the connection that feeds us. And if we continually choose to ignore God’s 



nurturing and guidance from his Holy Spirit, if we don’t bear the kind of fruit that God’s 

leading and feeding should yield from us, he will, metaphorically, cut us down.  

 

There’s a reason why Paul talks about the fruits of the spirit. It’s far more than just a cute 

song we teach kids to sing. The idea in that passage and in our gospel passage today is 

that you bear fruit because you are allowing God to actively work in your life. You’re not 

fighting it or making your own decisions; you’re letting the spirit take over. How we stay 

as a good fruit producer, how we continue in that lifestyle, is to let God refine us over 

and over again. He’ll be faithful to do the work within us, which then we are hopefully 

faithful to continue and give to others.  

 

So my encouragement this morning is to allow the refinement to happen. However 

unpleasant it might be, let it be so that you can bear the fruit that God has called you to 

do. Don’t be afraid of it. Don’t try to hide from it. Instead, take it in, learn from it, and 

move forward. This is what our calling is. In Jesus name, amen.  
 


