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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
JANUARY 16, 2022 

9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Children’s Outreach Director: Christine Murray 

Youth Director: Brian Phipps 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church 
JANUARY 16, 2022 

9:30 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                               Rose Ann Sochan 
 
 
OPENING HYMN       “We Will Glorify”  p. 72   v. 1-4 
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LITANY ADAPTED FROM PSALM 9 
 
 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

 

The Lord reigns forever; 
he has established his throne for judgment. 
He rules the world in righteousness 
and judges the peoples with equity. 
The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, 
a stronghold in times of trouble. 
Those who know your name trust in you, 
for you, Lord, have never forsaken those who seek you. 
Sing the praises of the Lord, enthroned in Zion; 
proclaim among the nations what he has done. 
We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 

Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
 
All: 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE   “How Majestic Is Your Name”  p. 30   (2x) 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE       “O, How He Loves You and Me”  p. 513   v. 1-2 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  

  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin 

I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but 
some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliv-
er and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiv-
en. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  Amen.  

 
THE OFFERING                                                                         Rose Ann Sochan 
 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
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OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  
Isaiah 43:1-7 (NIV) 
Reader: Jane Costello 

But now, this is what the Lord says—he who created you, Jacob, he who formed you, Is-
rael: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are 
mine. 2 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass 
through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you 
will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. 3 

For I am the Lord your God, the 
Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your ransom, Cush and Seba in your 
stead. 4 

Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because I love you, I will 
give people in exchange for you, nations in exchange for your life. 5 

Do not be afraid, for 
I am with you; I will bring your children from the east and gather you from the west. 6 

I 
will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring 
my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth— 7 

everyone who is 
called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”  

 
OUR NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 
Acts 8:17-25 (NIV) 

17 
Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

18 
When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he 

offered them money 
19 

and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I 
lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 

20 
Peter answered: “May your money perish 

with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! 
21 

You have 
no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. 

22 
Repent of 

this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may forgive you for having 
such a thought in your heart. 

23 
For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to 

sin.” 
24 

Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said 
may happen to me.” 

25 
After testifying and preaching the word of the Lord in Samaria, 

Peter and John returned to Jerusalem. And they stopped in many Samaritan villages 
along the way to preach the Good News. 
 

OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
John 9:28-41 (NIV) 

 
 

 

28 
Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disci-

ples of Moses! 
29 

We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t 
even know where he comes from.” 
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30 

The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, 
yet he opened my eyes. 

31 
We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to 

the godly person who does his will. 
32 

Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a 
man born blind. 

33 
If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 

34 
To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And 

they threw him out.
 

35 
Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 

believe in the Son of Man?” 
36 

“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may 
believe in him.” 

37 
Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking 

with you.” 

38 
Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 

39 
Jesus said,

[a]
 “For judg-

ment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will be-
come blind.” 

40 
Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, 

“What? Are we blind too?” 
41 

Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of 
sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains. 

 
 

 

 
MESSAGE          
“Where Is God in the Culture War?” 
By Pastor Kurt Hoover 
(Copies of this sermon and  
others can be found in the narthex) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+9%3A35-41&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26480a
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 WORSHIP HYMN         “Near the Cross”  p. 385  v. 1-2 & 4 

WORDS OF FAITH                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He 
rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 



 10 

 THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Servers: Jane Costello 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                                         “Lamb of God” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
p. 183 v.1-2,  p.249 v.1-3,  p.345 v.1-2 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
All: Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy 
meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith within 
our hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy presence. Melt 
us, mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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 CLOSING SONG                        “God So Loved” 
 
 

Come all you weary, come all you thirsty 
Come to the well that never runs dry 

Drink of the water, come and thirst no more 
 

Come all you sinners, come find His mercy 
Come to the table, He will satisfy 

Taste of His goodness, find what you're looking for 
 

For God so loved 
The world that He gave us 

His one and only 
Son to save us 

Whoever believes in Him 
Will live forever 

 
Bring all your failures, bring your addictions 
Come lay them down at the foot of the cross 

Jesus is waiting there with open arms 
 

For God so loved 
The world that He gave us 

His one and only 
Son to save us 

Whoever believes in Him 
Will live forever 

 
The power of hell 
Forever defeated 

Now it is well 
I'm walking in freedom 

For God so loved 
God so loved the world 

 
Praise God, praise God 

From whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, praise Him 

For the wonders of His love 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                          

God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 



 12 

 
MLC NEWS 

 
CONNECT WITH MESSIAH 

We have a new way that you can connect with us! You can use this 
QR code to let us know you’re new, tell us that you’re interested in 

next steps at MLC, submit prayer requests, fill out a connection 
card, and give online. Scan it now to connect with MLC. 

 
 

ONLINE GIVING 
Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 

1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 
2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet. 

3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Office hours are Monday-Friday, 9 am to 5 pm, and Saturday by appointment. The 

church office will be closed December 27, December 31 and New Year’s Day. 
 

YOUTH CHOIR 
The Youth Choir will practice on Wednesday nights at 6:00 – 6:30 pm (right before 

AWANA and Head 2 Heart). Your child ages Kindergarten – 8th grade can worship the 
Lord through song with their friends.  Our performances will usually happen once a 

month at the 9:30 and ll:00 Sunday services.  Please email Sherri Unyi at un-
yi86@comcast.net to register your child.   

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS (5:30 pm) 

Wednesday night meals will continue at 5:30 pm. Come join us for some great food 
and fellowship! 

 
GIVING STATEMENTS 

To help save on postage, giving statements will be available for pick up in narthex on 
January 9th between the services.  Statements not picked up will be mailed. If you 

would like your giving statement emailed to you, please send an email to  bookkeep-
er@mlcjoliet.org   

 

 

GET INVOLVED 

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers are needed to serve dinner at Daybreak Homeless Shelter in Joliet. The 
commitment is from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on the second Monday of each month. A 

team of Messiah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve dinner. Food dona-
tion needs include canned fruit cocktail, juice, potato salad, buns, baked beans and 

cookies. Sign up in the narthex. 
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MICRO PANTRY 
Messiah has developed a micro-food pantry that is housed in the closet across from the 
church office. This ministry is 100% donation driven and maintained by the Evangelism 

board. You can support this ministry through prayer, and through monetary or food dona-
tions. Contact the church office for more info. 

 
MESSIAH QUILTERS 

Our next regular meeting will be on Tuesday, January 18, 2022 from 9 am – 12 pm.  We 
have a lot of quilts ready to be tied, so any hands are welcome.  No sewing or quilting ex-

perience is required.  Please join us if you can.   
 

If you would like to sew at home, we have many quilt tops that need to be sewn together.  
We have the larger size we make for Lutheran World Relief and a smaller lap robe size/

baby quilt size we make for Hospice and ‘Lil Loves.  Sewing consists of sewing the blocks 
together into rows, sewing the rows together and adding a border.  Everything is prepared 

in kit form for you.  If this is something you would like to do, contact Contact Kathy 
Mueller at scpbklane@aol.com for more information. 

 
MEMORY BEARS 

The Memory Bears Life Group meets together once a month to make teddy bears out of 
clothing from people who have passed away to comfort the grieving.  We also make and 
sell bears once a year to raise money for supplies and children’s charities.  With the lost 
time with Covid and orders having not slowed down, we really could use your help.  We 
meet the Fourth Tuesday of each month from 9:00 am to Noon. Joining a Life Group like 
this is a great way to meet new people and help with an important mission. Contact Cindi 

Souza at 815 931-8478 for more information.  
 

LAY MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The Lay Ministry board is looking for additional volunteers to help with ushering, scripture 
reading, communion service, and communion preparation (altar guild).  The commitment 
is no more than once per month and you can choose how often you would like to serve 

and when.  We will also provide training.  If you are interested, contact Tom Bond by email 
(tlbond7@hotmail.com or lmmlcjoliet@gmail.com) or contact the church office  

 
MLC MESSIAH KIDS 

 
MESSIAH KIDS REMIND GROUP 

Parents of Sunday School aged children (Kindergarten through sixth grade), you can join 
the Messiah Kids Remind group by texting the code mlcmk to 81010.  

 
MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY 11 AM 

Messiah Kids happens during the 11 am service, right after the children’s message. Just 
sign in at the kiosk in the narthex.  
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AWANA (Wednesday nights at 6:30 pm) 
For Prek-6th grade, Awana is a great time of games and learning about the Bible. 

Don't miss out. Lets get back to the important things! 
 

MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Messiah Kids Sunday school will not happen today. 

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
S.A.L.T. (Sundays at 4:30 pm) 

High school students, come out for a time of fellowship, fun and talking about God.  
 

HEAD2HEART (Wednesdays at 6:15 pm) 
Middle school students confirmation class.  

 
HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

HSSS continues this week. 
 

MAFIA (Friday, February 4 from 7 pm-10 pm) 
For 7th-12th grades. Bring $5 for pizza 

 
SUPERBOWL PIZZA FUNDRAISER (February 9th-13th)  

For 7th-12th grades. Messiah folks, get your Big Game pizza directly from our student 
ministry. Students, prep is Friday Feb. 11th 5pm-8pm. Pickup is Sunday Feb. 13th after 
services. Orders are due by Wed. Feb. 9th, and can be ordered through our website at 

bit.ly/MLCPizza or using the envelopes on the usher’s table in the narthex. 
 

MAFIA (March 11 from 7 pm-10 pm) 
For 5th-8th grades. Bring $5 for pizza 

 
EVENTS 

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the Fireside Room. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more information.  
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Insight, our Sunday morning Life group, is happening in the Fellowship Hall.   

January class schedule: 
16: No Sunday School 

23: Doug Potts (Listening)  
30: Lloyd Evans (Saul called Paul) 
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MOSAIC (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Mosaic is a “next level” Life Group ministry for 20-30 somethings AKA Mosaics or Mil-
lennials.  Mosaic focuses on a life of worship through; service, fellowship, prayer, and 
music, all the while discussing Biblical truths. To join this group, simply come to the 

study at the Mosaic room (the classroom off of the fellowship hall).  
 

ROMANS STUDY (Starts Wednesday, January 19 at 6:30 pm) 
Join us for three weeks of a study for adults on the book of Romans. We will talk 

about Paul’s journey from Pharisee to forgiven sinner. 
 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS STUDY (Wednesday, February 9th at 6:30 pm) 
Pastor Stier will lead a discussion on how to develop your spiritual gifts. 

 
SACRAMENTS STUDY (Wednesdays, Feb. 16th and 23rd at 6:30 pm) 

For both new attenders and seasoned members, Pastor Kurt’s sacraments study will 
be enlightening and encouraging in how God works through these two spiritual com-

mitments.   
 

LIFE JOURNEYS-A COMMUNITY SERVICES SEMINAR (January 27 from 9-11 am) 
Join us for a seminar focused on end of life planning. Joliet area financial and legal 
experts will provide tips on how to preserve assets for your family. Hospice and fu-

neral arrangement consultants will discuss end of life care and funeral options. 
Medical non-emergency transportation representative will give an overview of ser-
vices offered. Refreshments to be sponsored by Oberweis Home Delivery Services. 

For information about “ Life Journeys - Planning for the Here After”  please call Greg 
Dole at 815-519-0959. 

 
PIZZA WITH THE PASTORS (February 13 at noon) 

Join us in the fellowship hall for a time of fellowship and food with the pastors and 
staff of Messiah. It’s for anyone who interested in finding out more about Messiah, 

and it’s free. 
 

ENCORE GOING TO FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 
Our 55 and older group called Encore is headed to Feed My Starving Children on 
Wednesday February 16, 2022 at 11:30 AM - 1:15 PM. It’s a great opportunity to 

serve those in need in the world, and great fellowship as well. You can get more info 
by contacting Pastor Dave at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org. 

 
ENCORE HEADED TO ARK ENCOUNTER 

Our Encore group is also headed to the Ark Encounter, located south of Cincinnati, 
OH in Williamstown, KY. The trip is planned for April 19-21, 2022. The estimated cost 
of the entire trip is $300. Contact Pastor Dave at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more 

info.  
 

Because of Covid-19, all events are tentative. 
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 STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 27 
9:30 am: 30 
11:00 am: 30 

 
Online: 165 

MSM: — 
Messiah Kids SS: — 
Insight/Mosaic: — 

 
Awana Clubbers: — 

Awana Volunteers: — 
 

All online counts are estimates only. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Today’s altar flowers are purchased by the Nevsimals in celebration of their daugh-

ter Rachael’s birthday. If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please call the 
church office or sign up in the church narthex.  

2021 FINAL 

 
Yearly Operating Budget: $673,238 
Received year-to-date: $615,826 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (January 16) 
8:00 Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
11 am Messiah Kids 

4:30 pm S.A.L.T. 
MONDAY (January 17) 
9 am CCHC Homeschool 
TUESDAY (January 18) 

N/A 
WEDNESDAY (January 19) 

9 am Classical Conversations Homeschool 
5:30 pm Dinner 

6 pm Youth Choir 
6:15 pm Head2Heart 

6:30 pm Awana 
6:30 Adult Class 

THURSDAY (January 20) 
10 am Prayer Group 

11:30 am Staff Meeting 
FRIDAY (January 21) 

Winter Jam 
SATURDAY (January 22) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (January 23) 

8:00 Worship 
9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 Insight Life Group 
9:30 Mosaic Life Group 

9:30 Sunday School 
9:30 am HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
11 am Messiah Kids 

4:30 pm S.A.L.T. 

STEWARDSHIP VERSE 
OF THE WEEK 

 
1 Corinthians 9:17 

"For if I do this voluntarily , I have a re-
ward; but if against my will, I have a 

stewardship entrusted to me." 
 


