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Messiah Lutheran Church Joliet Illinois 
October 2, 2022 

“The Story Of Four Friends” 
(Bringing Others To Jesus) 

by Pastor David Nygard 

 Psalm 19: 1-4 (NIV)  1 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies 
proclaim the work of his hands. 2 Day after day they pour forth speech; night 
after night they reveal knowledge. 3 They have no speech, they use no words; 
no sound is heard from them. 4 Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their 
words to the ends of the world. 

 

 Mark 2: 1-12 (NIV)  A few days later, when Jesus again entered 
Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home. 2 They gathered in such 
large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he 
preached the word to them. 3 Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed 
man, carried by four of them. 4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because 
of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through 
it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, 
he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 6 Now some 
teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7 “Why does this 
fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 
8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in 
their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? 9 Which 
is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get 
up, take your mat and walk’? 10 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, 
take your mat and go home.” 12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full 
view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We 
have never seen anything like this!”    
 
 I'm glad that we can talk together. Kurt, Dave, Lloyd are at a LCMC 
gathering.  They randomly picked an old guy from the congregation to preach 
today. Me! 
 
 If you're new to Messiah I am Pastor Dave Nygard. I was your pastor and 
friend for 32 years. I retired three years ago. I remember sharing  plans that I 
had for retirement. #1) I intended to  drive through the church parking lot several 
days a week and honk the car horn. #2) I planned on becoming a burden to my 
children. So far, so good.   
 
 A big part of belonging to a church is building friendships. Recently friends 
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at Messiah built a ramp to help someone using a walker. Other friends brought 
meals to members sick or grieving. You'll hear me mention friends often this 
morning. 
 
 Your pastors and church leaders have created a five year plan for 
Messiah  We hope to BRING, BUILD,  and BUMP. Today I challenge you to 
live the word “Bring”. 
 
 I challenge you to bring people to church. I'm talking about people who 
have never been to church and those who have walked away. 
 I challenge you to point many others to a personal faith in Jesus. We can 
do that through the ministries at Messiah and just by being a caring friend. I 
know that you are a caring person. Being a friend is part of your spiritual DNA. 
 
 When I was a boy in Sunday School I loved hearing Bible stories . Each 
week they gave us a story booklet. On the cover was printed a beautiful painting 
that captured the excitement of the event. I remember the picture of four men 
bringing a fifth friend to Jesus. We read it today in Mark 2:1-12 
 
 It was early in Jesus' ministry. People were amazed by his miracles. 
Thousands were moved by his sermons. Some came to be entertained. Others 
had questions. But four men came with a very specific purpose. They had a 
friend who could not walk. Maybe he was born that way. Perhaps there had 
been an accident. The four men loved their friend and wanted the best for him 
so they made a stretcher. They carried him to meet Jesus the healer, the 
preacher, the Son of God. 
 
 We don't know how far they carried their friend. It didn't matter to them. 
But there was a problem. They found Jesus in a house praying with people. The 
house was surrounded by hundreds of individuals blocking the door. There was 
no way the five men would get through that crowd. Maybe you've heard the 
expression, “God can find a way where there seems to be no way.” And that is 
what happened. 
 The only place not blocked by the crowd was the roof. Somehow the men 
climbed up on the flat surface.Then they cut a hole in the plaster and lowered 
the friend down to Jesus. I remember the painting on the booklet. It showed the 
men tired; going the extra mile for their friend. It revealed Jesus and the people 
in the house looking up in surprise. It pictured the man looking uneasy; 
uncertain what would happen next. 
 
 As a child I wondered how my parents would react to someone breaking 
through our ceiling and lowering a stranger into our living room. I decided not to 
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try it. Mrs. Nygard didn't raise dumb children. 
 
 What impresses us about the four friends? They had compassion for 
someone else. Life wasn't just about them. They had empathy. Their friend's 
problem moved them to action. If there was the slightest chance that Jesus 
could make a difference in his life, the friends took that chance. 
 
 How did Jesus react to strangers lowering down a man for his help? We 
read that “When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, 'Son, 
your sins are forgiven.'” He met the man's biggest need. Greater than his 
need to walk again was his need to reconnect with God and be forgiven. God 
sent his son for one reason: to wash away our sin and guilt. Only then can we 
rebuild our lives and find our purpose in life. 
 
 It's interesting how the people reacted to Jesus' words. They accused him 
of claiming to be God. Only God can forgive us. They could have stoned him to 
death for such a claim. Here's how Jesus reacted. He knew what they were 
thinking in their hearts. He knows what you and I are thinking 24/7. 
 
 Jesus said “I  want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on 
earth to forgive sins.” So he told the man,  “...Get up, take your mat and go 
home.”  The man got up, and walked out the doorway. This amazed everyone. 
They praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!” 
 
 Why did the miracle happen? Four men took a step of faith and they brought 
their friend to Jesus. What God has done through others, God can do through 
you! 
 
 Our job isn't to change people. But we can point them in the right direction. 
You can bring others to a personal faith in Jesus. You don't have to be Super 
Christian. You just have to be a friend. 
 
 There are four steps in becoming a friend like the men in the story. 
#1) You  have to let someone touch your heart. Ask God to lay one person or 
one group of people on your heart. Maybe someone in your school has no 
friends or is being bullied. Can you imagine their loneliness? Maybe there's a 
neighbor very negative or cyncial. Try to feel their darkness. Maybe a loved one 
has no time for God. Let someone touch your heart. 
 
 When I was in high school I sang with teenage friends at church.... There 
were 20 or 30 of us. We sang for other youth groups. We even sang in a jail for 
troubled teenagers. 
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 I lived a few blocks from lovely Lake Phalen in St. Paul Minney-sota. At 
music practice someone shared that crowds of teenagers were sitting on a hill 
across the street from the beach. It had become an easy place to buy illegal 
drugs. This was the 1960's and using drugs was still new to everyone. The news 
made us sick, sad, afraid. Someone said that we should go to the beach and 
share our faith and invite them to church. Suddenly all 30 of us had reasons why 
we couldn't do that. 
 
 Have you ever said something and wondered where that idea came from? 
That happened to me. I said, “If we were walking by the lake and saw someone 
drowning in the water, wouldn't all of us, rush to help them?”  Everyone nodded 
“Yes”.  I said “Just across the street teenagers are drowning and dying from 
drugs. Why can't we rush to help them?” I don't know why I said that because I 
was scared to death. 
 
 The next day all of us went to the hill. There were 100 teenagers there. 
You could see drug pushers carrying shopping bags, selling drugs. Some of us 
mingled. Others listened. Some talked about Jesus. Others invited new friends 
to church. Only God knows who was helped that day. But if we had stayed 
home, no one would have been helped. 
 
 #2) If you want to bring someone to God, listen to their questions. 
Sometimes people are satisfied just to have someone listen. Even so,  let God 
show you possible answers. Many individuals that I've spoken to, feel forgotten 
by God and unimportant to anyone. They can't hear God's voice anywhere. 
 
 We don't have to be in church to hear God's voice. We can hear God 
speak in nature. We read in Psalm 19:1-4  “The heavens declare the glory of 
God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. ….no sound is heard from 
them. Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of 
the world.”   
 
 God can send us a message through the coolness of a breeze or the stars 
up above. We can't help but wonder about the God who created the universe 
and provides for our needs. 
 
 NASA recently launched the James Webb Space Satellite The universe 
around us is constantly expanding.  This telescope is sending back pictures of  
planets 250 million lightyears from earth. These planets and stars were probaby 
the first ones created by God. You can see them on Youtube. There are millions 
of stars in millions of galaxies. We read in Psalm 147:4 “He (God) determines the 
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number of the stars and calls them each by name. ” 

 
 I would say to anyone who feels forgotten, “If God created every star in the 
universe and calls them by name, don't you know that God created you and he 
knows your name, thoughts and feelings? You matter to God.” 
 
 #3) If you want to bring someone to God, respect their feelings. Learn 
to take a step back. When I was in high school we had a great church youth 
group: lots of fun, lots to think about. It was easy to invite friends. Sometimes I'd 
talk about my faith or ask about their faith. One day my good friend Bob said to 
me, “Dave, I know what you are saying is true. But I'm not ready to listen. I will 
tell you when I'm ready.” I respected Bob and he respected me. I did not 
mention God again for five years. 
 
 One day Bob and I went bowling. We were listening to country music. Glen 
Campbell sang “I Knew Jesus Before He Was A Superstar”. I wondered if Bob 
ever thought about Jesus. The very next second Bob said to me, “Do you 
remember me telling you I didn't want to hear about God. I said I'd tell you when 
I was ready. Dave, I'm ready.” We talked and prayed together. Bob and his wife 
Janelle are probably listening to this sermon online in Wisconsin. When you 
share your faith, respect the feelings of others. 
 
  #4) If you want to bring someone to Jesus you need to invite them. 
I lived my second year in college in a dorrmitory in Morris Minnesota. My 
roommate's name was Dennis, a nice guy. We got along fine. It will surpise you 
to know that I teased him. 
 
 I said “Dennis, everytime you sneeze, you sneeze four times, everytime.” 
He said “You're crazy. I never do that.” One night about two AM, the dormitory 
was pitchblack. Everyone was sleeping. I heard Dennis sneeze in his bed. I 
counted quietly, “One. Two. Three”.When he sneezed the fourth time I shouted 
“Four!” We had an epic pillow fight. 
 
 Dennis and I were different. He was Catholic. I was Lutheran. He liked to 
party. I got up for church on Sundays. Two girls and I started a Bible Study on 
campus. We sang and shared our faith. Some nights no one came. Other nights 
we were packed. 
 
 At the end of the year Dennis and I said our goodbyes. The last thing he 
said to me was “You know your Bible Study. How come you never asked me 
once to come to it?” I was stunned, sad, embarassed. I said “I didn't think that 
you'd be interested.” 
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 But he was interested, maybe because we were friends. I never gave him 
the chance to say “Yes” or “No”. No one responds to an invitation that we don't 
give. It's sad but true. Jesus' love for everyone is the best kept secret in a 
Christian's life. In every person's heart there is an emptiness that only Jesus can 
fill. 
 
 Someone in your family needs Jesus. Someone has quit church. Someone 
needs you to listen. Have compassion. If there's the  slightest chance that Jesus 
could make a difference in that life, take that chance. Bring them. Invite them. Sit 
with them. God will do the rest. Amen.    
 
 
 


