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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
SEPTEMBER 25, 2022 

8:00 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 
Choir Director: Herb Alexander 

Youth Director: Brian Phipps 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church 
SEPTEMBER 25, 2022 

8:00 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                               Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OPENING HYMN            “Bless His Holy Name”   p. 13   (2x) 
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LITANY ADAPTED FROM PSALM 10 
 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 

 

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, 
slow to anger, abounding in love. 
He does not treat us as our sins deserve 
or repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
so great is his love for those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion on his children, 
so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him. 
We worship you lord in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit.  
Amen 

Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
 
All: 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE            “We Will Glorify”  p. 72  v. 1-4 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE                    “Pass Me Not”  p. 337  v. 1-2, 4 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  

  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin 

I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but 
some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliv-
er and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiv-
en. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  Amen.                                          

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
THE OFFERING                        
 
OFFERTORY                                                                        Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
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OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
2 Samuel 7:11b-16 (NIV) 
Reader: Deb Dole 
 
“‘The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you: 

12 
When 

your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to suc-
ceed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 

13 
He is the one 

who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom for-
ever. 

14 
I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish 

him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human hands. 
15 

But my love 
will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from 
before you. 

16 
Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your 

throne will be established forever.’”  

OUR EPISTLE LESSON 
Acts 10:1-2, 30-48 (NIV) 

  
 

 

 
At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the 
Italian Regiment. 

2 
He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave gener-

ously to those in need and prayed to God regularly. 

30 
Cornelius answered: “Three days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at three 

in the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me 
31 

and said, 
‘Cornelius, God has heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor. 

32 
Send 

to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner, 
who lives by the sea.’ 

33 
So I sent for you immediately, and it was good of you to come. 

Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has com-
manded you to tell us.” 

34 
Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favor-

itism 
35 

but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is 
right. 

36 
You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good 

news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 
37 

You know what has happened 
throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
preached— 

38 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and 

how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, 
because God was with him. 

39 
“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 

They killed him by hanging him on a cross, 
40 

but God raised him from the dead on the 
third day and caused him to be seen. 

41 
He was not seen by all the people, but by wit-

nesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose 



 8 

 from the dead. 
42 

He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 
the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 

43 
All the prophets 

testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 

44 
While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard 

the message. 
45 

The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished 
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. 

46 
For they 

heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. 

Then Peter said, 
47 

“Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with 
water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 

48 
So he ordered that they 

be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for 
a few days. 

 

 
 

 
MESSAGE: “Bring: Who Needs Jesus?” 
By Pastor Kurt Hoover 
(Copies of this sermon and others can be found in the narthex) 
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 WORSHIP HYMN            “Be Still, My Soul”  p. 347  v. 1-3 

WORDS OF FAITH                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He 
rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
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 THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
Servers: Paul & Marvina Allen 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                              
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                       “Lamb of God” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
p. 487 v. 1-2, 4 ,  p. 410 v. 1-4  
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
ALL: Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank you Lord Jesus for his holy 
meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank you Holy Spirit for awakening faith within 
our hearts. We hear your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy presence. Melt 
us,  mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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 CLOSING SONG              “Now Thank We All Our God”  p. 556  v. 1 & 3 
 
 

POSTLUDE  
                                                                       

God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 

 
                          

      CONNECT WITH MESSIAH 
You can use this QR code to let us know you’re new, tell us that 

you’re interested in next steps at MLC, submit prayer requests, fill 
out a connection card, and give online. Scan it now to connect with 

MLC. 
 
 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet. 
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Our office hours are from 9am-3pm Mon-Fri. Saturdays and evenings by appointment.   
 

PUBLICATION DEADLINES 
The deadline for submitting items for the weekly bulletin is Wednesday at noon, and 

the deadline for submitting items for the newsletter is the 22nd of each month.  
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
Operation Christmas Child will be here before you know it.  Start watching for small 

items that can fill up a shoebox to bless a child this Christmas.  Collections will start in 
October.  For a complete list of suggested items please see  

Samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child 
 

WORSHIP SURVEY 
Lay Ministry is asking for feedback on our worship service.  If you are interested in 

providing feedback, please email Tom Bond at tlbond7@hotmail.com.  We'll reply with 
a copy of the survey. 

 
GET INVOLVED 

 

MESSIAH QUILTERS 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, October 18th, 2022 from 9 am – 12 pm.  We 

have so many quilts ready to be tied and you don’t need any sewing or quilting expe-
rience to help us.  If you are unable to join us and would like to sew at home, we have 

kits available.  
 

We hope you all enjoyed the quilts on the pews last Sunday.  They are always such a 
beautiful sight!  We completed 135 quilts this past year and they will soon be on their 
way to Lutheran World Relief (LWR).  Although our fabric is donated, batting (the in-
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side of each quilt) costs us $6.20 per quilt.  To ship each one is $2.25.  Fabric kits cost 
$1 per kit to ship.   (And we had 11 fabric kits this year).  So, Thank You, our generous 
parishioners, for your donations last Sunday and for purchasing several quilts.  Your 

donations will enable us to continue creating these beautiful quilts and fabric kits for 
LWR.  And thank you to our wonderful group of quilters who helped put the quilts on 

the pews and then(with husbands helping also) boxed them up this past Tuesday. 
  

Contact Kathy Mueller (815-953-6601) at scpbklane@aol.com for more information or 
any questions you may have.  Drop by and see what we are doing and enjoy our 

friendship, fun and refreshments! 
 

MEMORY BEARS 
The Memory Bears Life Group meets together once a month to make teddy bears out 

of clothing from people who have passed away to comfort the grieving.  We also 
make and sell bears once a year to raise money for supplies and children’s chari-

ties.  We would love to have you join us! We have jobs that do not require sewing as 
well as jobs that do. Please contact Cindi Souza (815-931-8478) for more information. 

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers are needed to serve dinner to at Daybreak Homeless Shelter in Joliet. The 
commitment is from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on the second Monday of each month. A 

team of Messiah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve dinner. Food do-
nation needs for this month are buns (7 dozen), juice (4 large bottles), potato chips (4 
large bags) and bananas. Please bring items by October 10 at noon.  Sign up in the 

narthex. 
 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
The Parish Planning Council is looking for more people to be involved in Messiah's 

ministries.  The commitment we are looking for is up to the individual, but can be very 
modest.  Areas we need help include scripture readers, communion assistants, ushers, 
Messiah kids 11, stay and play, setting up coffee for Sunday, serving meals, etc.  PPC 

will have a table in the narthex with people to talk to about opportunities  
 

COFFEE COMMITTEE & FELLOWSHIP TEAM 
The coffee committee and fellowship team urgently need your help. Reach out to Julie 

Ferenzi to let her know if you can help with any of the following: funeral luncheons, 
Wednesday family dinners, other events during the year. Email her at  

pfmlcjoliet@gmail.com. 

 
MLC MESSIAH KIDS 

 
MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY 11 AM 

We are looking for help to staff this program. Please consider shadowing a leader this 
Summer and signing up to help.   

 
MESSIAH KIDS WEDNESDAYS (Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 pm)  

The name has changed (it used to be Awana), but the ministry focus has not. All Kin-
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dergarten – 5th graders are encouraged to join us for worship, lessons, games, and 
connection – with the Bible and friends. Stop by Wednesday to see what the fun is all 

about. The first ministry night is September 21st.    
 

PRE-K THROUGH 5TH GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Make sure to bring your children to Sunday school upstairs every Sunday! 

 
STAY N PLAY (Tuesdays at 9:30 am) 

Stay N Play is a weekly playgroup for children five and younger that meets in the Fami-
ly Life Center on Tuesday mornings from 9:30-11:30.  This group is open to church 

members and to the community.   Parents or caregivers must stay and keep an eye on 
their children.  Coffee for adults are provided.   Please come join us for some fun.  We 
also need adult volunteers for this ministry. You don't have to watch children (the par-
ents do that). You just need to come and be a host. Sign up in the foyer if you're inter-

ested.  
 

MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
6th-8th & 9th-12th GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Sunday school continues this week. Middle school meets in the youth room and high 
school meets in the Gathering House. 

 
HEAD2HEART (Wednesdays at 6:15 pm) 

Head2Heart is for all middle school students. 
 

SALT (Sundays from 4:30-6 pm) 
Hey high school students, SALT starts back up today. Make sure to come out for some 

great fellowship, fun and teaching.  
 

MAFIA (Friday, October 14 from 7 pm to 10 pm) 
This time, Mafia is for 8th-12th grades. Bring $5 for pizza. Bring a friend or two! 

 
HARVEST FEST (October 21 from 6:30 pm to 7:45 pm) 

It’s time once again for Harvest Fest for ages K-5th grade.  Come in your Halloween 
costume and play games and win candy. We’ll end with our annual Trunk ‘R’ Treat time, 
where kids can go to different vehicles in our parking lot and get even more candy. If 

you’d like to be a part of Trunk ‘R’ Treat, feel free to decorate your trunk in anyway you 
like. Trunk ‘R’ Treat Tickets, needed if you are going to participate, are available at the 

Ushers table 
 

EVENTS 
 

PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  
In the Fireside Room. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more information.  
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INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Join us for adult Sunday school in the Fellowship Hall.  

Sept. 25th—Tom Bond. 
 

MOSAIC (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Mosaic, our college and career group, returns today with “Fearless Conversations”. 

Mosaic meets in room 101 across from the restrooms in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

CHOSEN LIFE GROUP (Tuesdays 6:30 to 8 pm) 
We'll be meeting at Harold & Donna Stier’s home and Jeanette will continue to lead 
the study. We are between seasons 2 & 3 of The Chosen, so while we wait for season 
3 to come out, we will be doing a Bible Study of Jesus life in the "Synoptic Gospels" 
Here is a link to a preview of the video Bible study resource we'll be using: https://

youtu.be/y6CXgf5BSVY 
 

SABBATH CLASS PART 1 (Wednesday, September 28 at 6:30 pm)  
Christians understand that a rest from our work is important, and that a sabbath was 
commanded for the Israelites in the Old Testament. But how does that translate into 
a time of rest for Christians? Come to this class to discuss the history of this concept, 

and how we can best live out God’s command of taking a sabbath. 
 

O.W.L.S. (Older Wiser Loving Seniors) (October 11th 12-2p) 
Feeling like the church doesn't give a hoot about retirees and seniors?  

Well, you couldn't be more wrong. It's been killing us that we haven't been able to 
gather as we would like the last few years. So were jumping in with both feet and 
trusting you will fly right over.  We have a team excited to reconnect with you and 

you with your friends. We will meet the 2nd Tuesday of every other month from Oc-
tober till May. Provided the creek don't rise and the Lord don't come.  

Keep an eye out for more details and give a hoot to your friends that O.W.L.S. is 
where it’s at.  

 
LIVE2LEAD CONFERENCE (Friday, October 14 at 8:30 am) 

Registration for this leadership/growth experience is open for this streaming event in 
our Fellowship Hall. Get your ticket today. Learn from well-known experts such as 

John Maxwell, Eric Thomas, Tim Elmore, and many others. Gain from their perspec-
tives, connect with other local leaders, leveling up your growth. Get equipped, en-

gaged, and empowered. Take your career, business, or personal life to the next level. 
Register here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/399224299627 

 
FAMILY CAMPING TRIP (October 21-23) 

You’re invited to see what all the fun is about while camping with your church family. 
Contact Pastor Stier for more details at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org 

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER 

Every Wednesday night we have a meal at 5:30 pm, and it’s open to anyone. A 
freewill offering is taken and desserts are always welcome.  
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 STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 72 
9:30 am: 66 
11:00 am: 55 

 
Online: 114 

MSM: 6 
Messiah Kids SS: 50 
Insight/Mosaic: 21 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

Last week’s altar flowers were provided in celebration of Gayle & Bob Arko’s 45th 
anniversary. If you would like to purchase altar flowers, call the office at 815-741-

4488. 

2022 BUDGET 

 
(Revised 7/17/22 @ Cong. Meeting) 

Yearly Operating Budget: $644,145 
Average Need Each Week: $12,387 

Received last week: Unavailable 
 

Received year-to-date: Unavailable 
Needed year-to-date: $458,333 

 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (September 25) 
8 am Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 

9:30 Messiah Kids Sunday School 
9:30 Insight 
9:30 Mosaic 

11 am Worship 
11 am Messiah Kids 

4:30 SALT 
MONDAY (September 26) 

8 am Cornerstone Homeschool 
TUESDAY (September 27) 

9 am Memory Bears 
6:30 pm Chosen Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY (September 28) 
5:30 pm Dinner 

6:15 pm Head2Heart 
6:30 pm Adult Class 

6:30 pm Messiah Kids Wednesday 
THURSDAY (September 29) 

10 am Prayer Group 
11:30 am Staff Meeting 

7:15 Sanctuary Choir 
FRIDAY (September 30) 

6 pm Worship Team Rehearsal 
SATURDAY (October 1) 

N/A 
NEXT SUNDAY (October 2) 

8 am Worship 
9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 
9:30 Messiah Kids Sunday School 

9:30 Insight 
9:30 Mosaic 

11 am Worship 
11 am Messiah Kids 

4:30 SALT 

STEWARDSHIP VERSE 
OF THE WEEK 

 
Malachi 3:10 

“Bring the whole tithe into the store-
house, that there may be food in my 

house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Al-
mighty, “and see if I will not throw open 
the floodgates of heaven and pour out 
so much blessing that there will not be 

room enough to store it.”   


