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Isaiah 7:10-16  

Later, the LORD sent this message to King Ahaz: 11 “Ask the LORD your God for a 
sign of confirmation, Ahaz. Make it as difficult as you want—as high as heaven or 
as deep as the place of the dead.[e]” 

12 But the king refused. “No,” he said, “I will not test the LORD like that.” 

13 Then Isaiah said, “Listen well, you royal family of David! Isn’t it enough to 
exhaust human patience? Must you exhaust the patience of my God as 
well? 14 All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The 
virgin[f] will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and will call him 
Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’). 15 By the time this child is old enough 
to choose what is right and reject what is wrong, he will be eating yogurt[g] and 
honey. 16 For before the child is that old, the lands of the two kings you fear so 
much will both be deserted. 

 
 Matthew 2:13-17 

After the wise men were gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream. “Get up! Flee to Egypt with the child and his mother,” the angel said. “Stay 
there until I tell you to return, because Herod is going to search for the child to kill 
him.” 

14 That night Joseph left for Egypt with the child and Mary, his mother, 15 and 
they stayed there until Herod’s death. This fulfilled what the Lord had spoken 
through the prophet: “I called my Son out of Egypt.”[e] 

16 Herod was furious when he realized that the wise men had outwitted him. He 
sent soldiers to kill all the boys in and around Bethlehem who were two years old 
and under, based on the wise men’s report of the star’s first 
appearance. 17 Herod’s brutal action fulfilled what God had spoken through the 
prophet Jeremiah: 
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1 Timothy 1:12-16   

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength to do his work. He 
considered me trustworthy and appointed me to serve him, 13 even though I 
used to blaspheme the name of Christ. In my insolence, I persecuted his people. 
But God had mercy on me because I did it in ignorance and unbelief. 14 Oh, how 
generous and gracious our Lord was! He filled me with the faith and love that 
come from Christ Jesus. 

15 This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners”—and I am the worst of them all. 16 But God had 
mercy on me so that Christ Jesus could use me as a prime example of his great 
patience with even the worst sinners. Then others will realize that they, too, can 
believe in him and receive eternal life. 

WHY DID JESUS BECOME A MAN? 

 
 
Intro 
Every year we sing songs about it. We adorn our homes with scenes and 
reminders of it. We greet strangers with its glad tidings. And even a world 
ignorant of its purpose celebrates its remembrance. 
  
It is Christmas, the time of year when we rejoice in the earthly coming of Jesus 
Christ. It is the season when all the world stands still at the celebration of this, the 
most significant event in human history. But even as believers, how often do we 
really focus our attention on this remarkable story? If we are truly honest, the 
answer’s probably not very often. 
 
Instead, we spend Christmastime shopping for presents for those we love, 
cooking meals for family gatherings, and decorating our homes with festive lights 
and ornaments. 
 
Should we regret these holiday traditions that we share with those nearest and 
dearest to us? Of course not! Christmas is a wonderful time to embrace the 
blessings of our families and our love for one another. However, in the midst of 
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these activities, we need to take the time to remember what Christmas is really all 
about and just why it had to happen the way it did. 
 
And there is so much more to this story than just the birth of the Child in 
Bethlehem. 
 
This was a moment of fulfillment. This was the culmination of hundreds of years 
of prophecy. From Genesis to Isaiah to Micah, the Old Testament is filled with 
prophecies concerning the Messiah.  
These ancient words regarded not only His coming, but also the manner of His 
coming, the location of His birth, His ancestry, His life, and even His death. This is 
a story that started in the Garden of Eden and ended with an empty tomb. 
 
But this is also a story about God’s people. About their need for a Savior. About 
their need for a sacrifice that would cover their sins forever. This is a story about 
salvation. 
 
And although God supernaturally and sovereignly orchestrated each detail in the 
birth of His Son, the Christmas story is filled with fascinating human profiles and 
personalities. 
 
Imagine being Mary, a virgin carrying the Son of God. Imagine being Joseph, her 
loyal and faithful husband. Imagine experiencing visitations by angels sent by 
God. Wrapped in the shroud of this holy mystery are very human emotions. 
 
And then there are scenes worthy of a cinematic experience. The Messiah, the 
King of kings, born in an outdoor manger. And the first to worship Him are lowly, 
dirty shepherds, the outcasts of society. And above, a magnificent star illuminates 
the heavens, leading a cast of Magi to come and see the Child. This is the truest 
drama ever witnessed. This is the greatest plot ever written. 
 
So, let’s rediscover all the beautiful, majestic, and divine elements in the 
Christmas story. We will see by examining question by question, that this one 
moment in time was the pivotal moment of all time and that it was assembled in 
such a way that we can only say it was the work of God.  
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Can you imagine how Mary must have felt as she gazed at her newborn Child? 
Now any child that is born is a miracle from heaven, but this Child was indeed a 
gift to us all. This Child had been set apart from any other that had ever been 
born in the history of the world. But why? The angel Gabriel had spoken directly 
to her, and her heart confirmed that what he said was true. This Child that she 
held was indeed the Son of God. 
 
And yet, Mary must have had many questions as well, like, “Why did Jesus 
become a man?” The Bible provides answers to this vital question. So, let’s spend 
some time this morning looking at five of them. 
 
 
1. Jesus Became a Man to Satisfy the Prophecies of the Old Testament 
 
In Luke 24:44, Jesus said, “When I was with you before, I told you that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses and the prophets and in the 
Psalms must be fulfilled.” Everything said about Him in the Old Testament had to 
be fulfilled in His coming. Do you realize that it would be almost possible to write 
a complete Christology using only the Old Testament prophecies concerning 
Jesus? The Old Testament prophets spoke frequently about a coming Champion. 
Every page from Genesis to Malachi trembles with the wondrous anticipation of 
the coming of this Champion. 
 
The prophetic books were written by many different writers at various times over 
many centuries.  
And yet, together, throughout the words of the prophets, there were glimmers of 
a Savior, a King who would rescue His people and restore them to God. The 
prophets spoke of this One who was to come.  
In fact, there were more than three hundred specific prophecies in the Hebrew 
Scriptures about the promised Messiah.  
 
The hints were tantalizing. Isaiah said that this special Deliverer would be 
miraculously born of a virgin and that His name would be called Immanuel.  
Isaiah wrote this not one year before it happened, not ten years, but hundreds of 
years before it took place. In the words of Isaiah 7:14, “All right then, the Lord 
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himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give 
birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’).” 
 
Micah offered a prediction that was both specific and startling. He said the King 
would be born in Bethlehem and that He would come from the distant past. 
When we read Micah 5:2, here’s what we learn: “But you, O Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people of Judah. Yet a ruler of 
Israel, whose origins are in the distant past, 
will come from you on my behalf.” 
 
 
Jeremiah prophesied that the birthplace of this coming One would suffer a 
massacre of infants. Jeremiah 31:15 reads, “This is what the Lord says: “A cry is 
heard in Ramah—deep anguish and bitter weeping. Rachel weeps for her 
children, refusing to be comforted— for her children are gone.” Matthew 2:16-
18 reveals the fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecy: “Herod was furious when he 
realized that the wise men had outwitted him. He sent soldiers to kill all the 
boys in and around Bethlehem who were two years old and under,  
based on the wise men’s report of the star’s first appearance. Herod’s brutal 
action fulfilled what God had spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 
 “A cry was heard in Ramah—weeping and great mourning. Rachel weeps for 
her children, refusing to be comforted, for they are dead.” 
More than three hundred Old Testament prophecies about Jesus Christ have been 
fulfilled. A mathematician calculated that the possibility of all of these prophecies 
being fulfilled in one person is 1 in 83 billion. 
 
 
2. Jesus Became a Man to Show Us the Father 
 
When Philip was talking with Jesus, he said, ‘“Lord, show us the Father, and we 
will be satisfied.” Jesus replied, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and 
yet you still don’t know who I am? Anyone who has seen me has seen the 
Father! So why are you asking me to show him to you?”’ (John 14:8-9). Jesus was 
God in a body, so if you want to know who God is, you need to know who Jesus is 
because Jesus teaches you who God is. When you see Jesus doing what He did in 
the Gospels, you are watching God at work. Do you want to know God? Get to 



PASTOR DAVID STIER 
11/27/22 

WHY DID JESUS BECOME A MAN? 
 

 6 

know Jesus. That’s why the only way you can become a Christian is to know Jesus 
because Jesus is the way that you know God. In John 14:6, Jesus said, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” 
 
 
3. Jesus Became a Man to Save Us From Our Sins 
 
In 1 Timothy 1:15 Paul wrote, “This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should 
accept it: ‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners’—and I am the worst 
of them all.” 
 
We had to have a God-Man to save us. And because Jesus was 100% God and 
100% Man, He lifted up one hand and took hold of the Father and with the other 
reached down and took hold of man. And at the cross, in a moment of time, He 
brought them together. And now with His hands reached out, He offers His 
salvation to all who will come. 
 
If Christ had not come, the course of humanity would be one long, downward, 
hopeless trudge toward the eternal night of despair. But Almighty God 
interrupted all of that.  
He shut down the cycle of sin by sending Jesus to be our Savior. If you’ve never 
put your trust in Jesus Christ, you cannot know Him; and without knowing Him, 
you cannot know God. And without accepting 
Him, you cannot be forgiven. That’s the purpose of His coming, to forgive our sins. 
 
4. Jesus Became a Man to Sympathize With Our Weaknesses 
 
In Hebrews 4:15-16 we read, “This High Priest of ours understands our 
weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin. So 
let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his 
mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.” 
 
Do you know why you can go to Jesus with whatever is going on in your life and 
know that He hears you and understands you? Because He came down here to 
experience everything that we’ve experienced- apart from sin. 
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I read of a plastic surgeon named Dr. Maxwell Maltz. He tells of a man who had 
been injured attempting to save his parents in a terrible fire. His elderly parents 
died in that fire. And he was burned over a great part of his body, his face badly 
disfigured.  
He mistakenly interpreted what had happened to him as some sort of punishment 
from God for not having gotten his parents out safely. In his anguish, he refused 
to let anyone see him, not even his wife. So she went to see Dr. Maltz for help. He 
said, “I can fix him.”  
But she knew her husband would turn down any offer of plastic surgery. When 
she visited him again, he asked why she had come.  
She said, “I want you to disfigure my face, so that I can be like him. If I can share 
in his pain, then maybe, just maybe- he will let me back in his life.” 
 
Maltz wrote, “I had never heard anything like that in my life. I had always been 
paid to help people look better. She wanted me to make her look like her 
husband.” He wouldn’t do it. But he decided to go and tell her husband what she 
had said. He knocked on the man’s door and said loudly, “I am a plastic surgeon 
and I want you to know that I can restore your face.” There was no response. 
“Please come out,” he said. Again, no answer. Still speaking through the door, Dr. 
Maltz told the man of his wife’s proposal. “She wants me to disfigure her face to 
make her face like yours in the hope that you will let her back into your life. That’s 
how much she loves you.” There was a brief moment of silence. And then, ever so 
slowly, the doorknob began to turn.i 
 
The way that woman felt about her husband is the way God feels about you and 
me. He took on our face and our disfigurement. He became a man so that God 
would become touchable, approachable, and reachable. He is Immanuel, God 
with us. Whatever you have been through, you can be sure that God has been all 
the way to the end of that road and then some. So when you pray, He will 
embrace you with His love and say, “I have been there and experienced that.” 
 
5. Jesus Became a Man to Secure Our Hope of Heaven 
 
He came down so that we could go up. Colossians 1:27 says, “For God wanted 
them to know that the riches and glory of Christ are for you Gentiles, too. And 
this is the secret: Christ lives in you.  
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This gives you assurance of sharing his glory.” Until Christ comes to live within 
your heart, you are not fit for heaven.  
The only way you can live in heaven is with Christ in you. Remember John 14:6 
(Jesus’ words not mine!), “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through Me”. 
 
There is one way to God. You come to God by coming to Jesus because Jesus is 
God. And Jesus is the One who paid the penalty for our sins. And one day, if we 
live until He returns, we’ll hear the trumpet, and we’ll go up to be with Him. 
 
And if we should die before He comes, our body will go in the grave, and our spirit 
will go to be with Him. If Almighty God has fulfilled all that He said about the first 
coming of Christ, then everything He says about His Second Coming will be 
fulfilled in the same precise way. 
 
A boy named Charlie was ten years old. School was out for Christmas, and the 
family had chosen to spend the holiday in the country. The boy pressed his nose 
against the bay window of the vacation home and marveled at the British winter 
they were experiencing. He was happy to trade the blackened streets of London 
for the cotton-white freshness of the snow-covered hills. 
 
His mom invited him to go for a drive, and he quickly accepted. They snaked the 
car down a twisty road, the tires crunching the snow as they went, and the boy 
puffed his breath on the window. He was thrilled. 
 
The mother, however, was a bit anxious. She could tell this was more than a 
normal storm. Heavy snowfall came down. Visibility lessened. And as she took a 
curve, the car started to slide, and it didn’t stop until it was in a ditch.  
She tried to drive out of the ditch, but she couldn’t do it. Little Charlie pushed, she 
pressed the gas, but they were just digging themselves in deeper. They were 
really stuck, and they needed help. 
 
A mile down the road there was a house. And off they went and knocked on the 
door. “Of course,” the woman told them, “Of course you can come in. Please 
come in and warm yourselves.  
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The phone is yours.” She offered them tea and cookies and urged them to stay 
until the help arrived. An ordinary event? Don’t suggest that to the woman who 
opened the door. She has never forgotten that day. She retold the story a 
thousand times as if she’d only told it once. And who could blame her. It’s not 
often that royalty appears on your porch. For the two travelers stranded by the 
English winter were no less than Queen Elizabeth and the heir to the throne, ten-
year-old Charles.ii 
 
I wouldn’t forget that day, would you? But I want to tell you, something far more 
wonderful than that has happened. The message of Christmas is that Royalty has 
walked down our streets. Heaven’s Prince has knocked on our door, and God has 
moved into our neighborhood. He is one of us. Almighty God is here. And He has 
you on His heart today. We do not serve a God who is far away. We serve a God 
who is close at hand, for He has come to be with us. He is our Savior. The Christ of 
Christmas is here.iii 
 
 
 

 
i Maxie Dunnam, This is Christianity (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1994), 60-61. 
ii Paul Orientate, Destiny and 102 Other Real-Life Mysteries (New York, NY: Bantam, 1983), 225. 
iii Adapted from Dr. David Jeremiah’s “Why the Nativity?” 
 
*Sermon manuscript not edited for publishing. 
 


