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Jesus Refined 
Theme:   Satan is continually tempting us. 
Object:  A Cassette tape or a Video Tape (Does anyone have those anymore?) 
Scripture:  Isaiah 49:14-18, Luke 4:1-13, 1 Corinthians 10:12-13 
 

Do you have a Cassette player? A VCR? Does anyone under 30 even 
have a Blu-ray or DVD player anymore? It seems it’s all about streaming 
these days. At our house we love to watch movies. Sometimes We 
watch 6 or 7 movies in a week. Davey and I have even done TLOTR’s 
Trilogy movies extended version in one straight shot. You know, it is 
amazing how much movies affect our daily lives. The clothes we wear, 
the music we listen to, even the way we talk is often influenced by 
movies. Back in the 90’s, a movie website asked 2000 people, "What 
famous phrase from the movies do you use most often in everyday 
conversation?" Here are some of the phrases that were used most 
often, see if you know the movie: 
 
➢ "Life is like a box of chocolates"  

o from the movie Forrest Gump 
 
➢ "Beam me up, Scotty"  

o from Star Trek (Even though it wasn't actually in the show.) 
 
➢ "May the force be with you"  

o from Star Wars 
 
Do you know what the number one movie phrase of the 90’s was that 
people said they used most often in everyday conversation?  
It was, "I'll be back" from the movie "Terminator." Most of you 
probably haven't seen that movie, but you may have heard someone 
use the quote from Terminator, "I'll be back." 
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In our Gospel reading today, Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the 
wilderness where he was tempted by the devil for forty days. Jesus ate 
nothing all that time and he was very hungry. 
 
The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to 
become a loaf of bread." 
 
Jesus answered, "No! The Scripture says, 'People do not live by bread 
alone.'" 
 
Next, the devil took Jesus up and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world. "I will give you all of these kingdoms and the authority over 
them if you will worship me." 
 
Jesus replied, "The Scripture says, "You must worship the Lord your 
God and serve only him." 
 
Then the devil took Jesus to Jerusalem. He took him up to the highest 
point of the Temple and said, "If you are the Son of God, jump off! The 
Scripture says that 'God will order his angels to guard and protect you. 
They will hold you up with their hands so you won't even hurt your foot 
on a stone.'" 
 
Jesus answered him, "The Scriptures also say, 'You must not test the 
Lord your God.'" 
 
Do you know what the devil did? He gave up, but he warned he would 
come back and try again. It is as if the devil was saying, "I'll be back." 
 
We are tempted just as Jesus was tempted. What did Jesus do when he 
was tempted? He turned to Scripture to answer the devil's temptation. 
That is a great plan, isn't it? When we do what the Bible tells us to do, 
we are able to resist the devil's temptation and he will flee.  
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But be careful! Just because you resist the devil one time doesn't mean 
you can let your guard down. Remember, the tempter is saying, "I'll be 
back." 
 
Seeing as I teased you with that movie stuff earlier here is a quick clip 
of one of my all-time favorites. 
Clip: I wish the ring had never come to me. 
“I just love that quote” I don’t know about you but for me it brings to 
mind Ephesians 1:11 “…because we are united with Christ, we have 
received an inheritance from God, for he chose us in advance, and he 
makes everything work out according to his plan.” It’s comforting to be 
reminded that it’s not all up to us and it’s also challenging to realize 
how our actions, even the smallest ones can have eternal ramifications. 
 
For you LOTR geeks like me, did you know Amazon has a new series 
coming this fall? It’s called The Rings of Power. With that let’s spend 
the last of our time this morning in our series Refined. Talking about 
how Temptation, Power and Sin all come together. 
 
Resisting Power and Sin 
(Genesis 3:5; Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:11-12; Luke 4:1-13; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5) 

Now if you aren’t a J.R.R. Tolkien fan or a LOTR fan let me lay it out just 
a bit for you. Throughout all three books/movies the one ring is the 
focus of our attention, and it influences nearly everything that happens. 
It is a ring of power, giving its bearer the ability to control entire races. 
As the vessel of Sauron’s will to dominate all life, the ring represents 
raw, naked power. Everyone who touches it or even comes near it is 
pulled to it and tempted to wield its power for their own purposes. 
Frodo is tempted, Sam is tempted, Boromir is tempted, Galadriel is 
tempted, and even Gandalf is swayed. 
The lust for power, it seems, is the root of all the evil in this story. 
The Bible says “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 
Timothy 6:10).  
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That brings us to a series of Questions: 
What is the driving force behind eagerness for riches and a lust for 
power?  
In what way does money represent power? 
What is the “ring of power” in your life today?  
In other words… 
What is the one thing you have to be most on guard against and must 
avoid so temptation doesn’t grab you? 
 
So what is power? Is power inherently bad? Well think about your 
family hierarchy, church hierarchy, and societal hierarchy. Who are the 
ones who seem to wield the most power? Are they bad people just 
because they have power? No. 
Lord Acton said, “Every class is unfit to govern ... Power tends to 
corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” While the LOTR 
seems to support this maxim, there are a few characters that stand out 
and wield power in Middle Earth without seeming to be corrupted by it. 
Gandalf, Aragorn, and Samwise are the most prominent. The common 
thread is they all lead others by serving them. They don’t seek to lead 
others so that people can serve them.  
 
Benjamin Franklin quoted this proverb in Poor Richard’s Almanac: “A 
little neglect may breed mischief: for want of a nail the shoe was lost; 
for want of a shoe the horse was lost; and for want of a horse the rider 
was lost.”  
We see in our lives and in the LOTR how little decisions have important 
ramifications in the days, months and even years to come.  
 
Has anyone ever reminded you of something you said or did a long time 
ago that you’d completely forgotten about but which made a lasting 
impression? What decisions have you made or actions have you taken 
that may have seemed little at the time but turned out to have a bigger 
impact than you realized? 
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“The Message that points to Christ on the Cross seems like sheer 
silliness to those hellbent on destruction, but for those on the way of 
salvation it makes perfect sense. This is the way God works, and most 
powerfully as it turns out. It’s written,  

I’ll turn conventional wisdom on its head, I’ll expose so-called experts 
as shams.” 1 Corinthians 1:18-19 (MSG) 

Let’s go back to Jesus in the wilderness. As we read through these 
passages again ask yourself: 
Where in these passages did Satan try to persuade Christ to use 
power?  
Why would Christ’s exercise of power in this way have been wrong? 

“Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the 
Spirit into the wild. For forty wilderness days and nights he was tested 
by the Devil. He ate nothing during those days, and when the time was 
up he was hungry. The Devil, playing on his hunger, gave the first test: 
“Since you’re God’s Son, command this stone to turn into a loaf of 
bread.” 

Jesus answered by quoting Deuteronomy: “It takes more than bread to 
really live.” 

For the second test he led him up and spread out all the kingdoms of 
the earth on display at once. Then the Devil said, “They’re yours in all 
their splendor to serve your pleasure. I’m in charge of them all and can 
turn them over to whomever I wish. Worship me and they’re yours, the 
whole works.” Jesus refused, again backing his refusal [quoting] 
Deuteronomy: “Worship the Lord your God and only the Lord your God. 
Serve him with absolute single-heartedness.” 

For the third test the Devil took him to Jerusalem and put him on top of 
the Temple. He said, “If you are God’s Son, jump. It’s written, isn’t it, 
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that ‘he has placed you in the care of angels to protect you; they will 
catch you; you won’t so much as stub your toe on a stone’?” 

“Yes,” said Jesus, “and it’s also written, ‘Don’t you dare tempt the Lord 
your God.’”  

That completed the testing. The Devil retreated temporarily, lying in 
wait for another opportunity. Luke 4:1-13 (MSG) 

Listen to 2 Corinthians 10:3-6. 
While I’m reading ask yourself.  
What is the nature of the power that can demolish demonic 
strongholds?  
Is there a danger in wielding this kind of power?  
What kind of person do you have to be to have this power? 
“The world is unprincipled. It’s dog-eat-dog out there! The world 
doesn’t fight fair. But we don’t live or fight our battles that way—never 
have and never will. The tools of our trade aren’t for marketing or 
manipulation, but they are for demolishing that entire massively 
corrupt culture. We use our powerful God-tools for smashing warped 
philosophies, tearing down barriers erected against the truth of God, 
fitting every loose thought and emotion and impulse into the structure 
of life shaped by Christ. Our tools are ready at hand for clearing the 
ground of every obstruction and building lives of obedience into 
maturity.” 2 Corinthians 10:3-6 (MSG) 
 
 
Infinite Power in Small Packages  
Back to TLOTR. The ring is a small thing, yet within it resides more 
power than a mere mortal can responsibly wield. Of all the races of 
man, the hobbit was the smallest, yet a hobbit was entrusted with the 
task of destroying the ring. Galadriel, the elf queen noted, “Even the 
smallest person can change the course of the future.” 
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We know that the world thinks of God’s methods as foolishness.  
 
In 1885 Edward Kimble shared the gospel with a shoe salesman who 
became the greatest evangelist of his day: D. L. Moody. From D. L. 
Moody we can trace the conversion of Frederick B. Meyer,  
Wilbur Chapman, Billy Sunday, Mordecai Hamm, and Billy Graham. 
What does this say about the impact you can have on the world, with 
simple Gospel conversations? 
 
Overcoming Temptation 
Gettysburg was the decisive battle of America’s Civil War, yet nobody 
saw it coming. Neither army knew that the opposing force was even in 
the area. Neither commanding general had any idea, when they awoke 
that morning, July 1, 1863, that the decisive battle of the war was about 
to begin. 
That’s the way it is in the battle with temptation—you never see it 
coming. When Peter boasted of his allegiance to Jesus he said—
“Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away” (Matt. 
26:33)—how could he have known that within hours, in the courtyard 
of the high priest, he would be put to the test? And how do you know 
what battles await you? If you knew that this very day you would be 
assaulted with a great temptation, that the decisive spiritual battle of 
your life would be waged, you could prepare yourself. But temptation 
doesn’t announce its arrival in advance. When the battle comes, the 
solemn fact is that you are either ready or not ready. At that point it’s 
too late to get ready. 
The good news is that “God is faithful, and he will not let you be 
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also 
provide the way of escape.” (1 Corinthians 10 :13) Commit that verse to 
memory. Ask God to help you withstand temptation. Don’t get 
complacent in your Christian walk. Rely on God’s promise on His 
refining, not on your own strength. 
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I want to leave you with one final word of encouragement this morning. 
Carved In 
Do you remember our OT reading this morning from Isaiah 49? 
“Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands.” (v. 16) 
In my morning devotions I read this insight from Steven Laman. If you 
are not familiar with him or his writings, Steven is a writer and public 
speaker who has lived with cerebral palsy since his birth in 1970. Steven 
is a prolific devotional writer and the author of two books: Strength in 
Weakness and My Grace Is Sufficient. Listen to what Steve shared: 
“After I told a friend that Words of Hope had agreed to publish my 
autobiography, she immediately said that she wanted a signed copy. 
Knowing my disability makes it difficult for me to write my name, she 
bought me a stamp. To get a stamp of my signature, I had to write my 
name and send it to a company. I finally wrote a signature that I was 
happy with, but when I removed the paper, I realized I pressed so hard 
that I carved my name into the dining room table!” 
Speaking through the prophet Isaiah, God says that he has carved or 
engraved the names of his people in the palms of his hands. This was 
great news for the Israelites who were far from their homeland and 
must have thought God had abandoned them. The Almighty had not 
forgotten them, he had engraved them into his palms. We are so 
important to our heavenly Father that our names are also etched into 
his hands. Whenever he looks at his palms he sees our names and 
thinks about us with love and care. 
Steve went on to say, “I accidentally carved my name into the table, but 
God intentionally chiseled our names into his body. He cares for us so 
much that he allowed the soldiers to engrave nail marks in his Son’s 
hands and feet as they crucified him, proving that we are carved into 
his heart.”  
 
As you take time to reflect and pray in this season of Lent, thank God 
he has engraved you in the palms of his hands. 


