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Proverbs 3; 5-6 
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 
    and do not lean on your own understanding. 
6 In all your ways acknowledge him, 
    and he will make straight your paths. 
 
Acts 3:1-6 
 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth 
hour.[a] 2 And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at 
the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those 
entering the temple. 3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he 
asked to receive alms. 4 And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, 
“Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something 
from them. 6 But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to 
you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!”  
 
Matt. 25:14-18 
 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants[c] and 
entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents,[d] to another two, 
to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who 
had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made 
five talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents 
more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and 
hid his master's money. 
 

Dare to be Different 

God created us all with our own unique gifts and skill sets, yet often we find 
ourselves settling due to fear. Fear of failure, fear of what others will think, or 
even the fear in the realm of insecurity with thoughts such as, “who am I to 
dream something this big?” Who are you??? My Friends, you are a son or a 
daughter of the KING! That makes us princes and princesses. So, we’d better 
dream BIG! 

On rally Sunday, Pastor Kurt began to lay out the five-year vision of how we feel 
God is calling us to fulfill the mission He has given us as a church. Our mission 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+3&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26986a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24019c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24020d
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summary is as follows: “We seek to be faithful to Jesus Christ and be known for 
sharing His love and teachings….by encouraging members to use their gifts for 
God’s glory, expanding outside our church, and strengthening and building 
Christian family values.” Our vision for the next five years can be summed up in 
three simple words. Bring, Build, Bump.  
 
Over the last few weeks, we have been focusing on the Build. But here is a bigger 
picture or the full view of where God is taking us. 
God Brings you into relationship with Jesus: Connecting us in God. Connecting us 
in Church. Connecting us in a Life Group.  
God Builds you up to be like Christ: Multiplying our Scripture Wonder. Multiplying 
our Church Service. Multiplying our Sacrifice of Time, Talent, and Finances. 
God Bumps into the World through you: In your Neighborhood. In your 
Community. Into all Cultures. 
You will be hearing a lot more about this in the coming month and it’s going to be 
an exciting ride.  
 
“God is Building us up to be like Christ.  When we are like Christ He multiplies his 
Wonder, Service and Sacrifice to those he builds up through us.  He is multiplying 
our wonder for scripture as we study with others.  As we study scripture, God 
inspires us to see him at work in us.  God is multiplying our service, as we show 
others how to serve.  As we serve in the church, we see our whole life as service 
to God.  God is multiplying our financial sacrifice, as we inspire generosity.  Our 
sacrifices of finances and time remove the last idols we put in God’s place and 
renews our trust in God.  Jesus replicates Himself, but this rarely happens one 
hour a week or 2 Sundays a month.  God is inviting you to dedicate the whole 
Sabbath so that he can build you and your family up to be like him.”i 
 
Are you finding yourself fitting Jesus into your family's overcrowded schedule of 
work, hobbies, sports, preforming arts, academics, and so on; or are you fitting all 
those wonderful blessings from God into your life with Jesus? 
 
When we finally take a moment to step back, pause, and really reflect on who 
God has called us to be, it leaves us with some questions and a decision to make.  
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Ask yourself: Am I ready to let go of the firm grasp I have on my life to ultimately 
follow the path God has given me? Am I willing to trust that He wants the best for 
me and is my provider? Am I willing to believe and have faith? 

Stepping on Toes 
Were you familiar with the Gospel reading this morning? The Parable of the Three 
Servants. Well, when we left off three guys got 3 different sums of money called 
talents. Let’s say one got  $5,000, one $2,000, and one $1,000. But they all didn’t 
take the same approach. Let’s pick up where we left off but let me bring it into a 
more modern setting for you.  

“After a long absence, the master of those three servants came back and settled 
up with them. The one given five thousand showed him how he had doubled his 
investment. His master commended him: ‘Good work! You did your job well. 
From now on be my partner.’ 

 “The servant with the two thousand showed how he also had doubled his 
master’s investment. His master commended him: ‘Good work! You did your job 
well. From now on be my partner.’ 

“The servant given one thousand said, ‘Master, I know you have high standards 
and hate careless ways, that you demand the best and make no allowances for 
error. I was afraid I might disappoint you, so I found a good hiding place and 
secured your money. Here it is, safe and sound down to the last cent.’ 

“The master was furious. ‘That’s a terrible way to live! It’s criminal to live 
cautiously like that! If you knew I was after the best, why did you do less than the 
least? The least you could have done would have been to invest the sum with the 
bankers, where at least I would have gotten a little interest.” (Matt 25:19-27 
MSG) 

Often the fear to step out can feel like a personal problem. We feel like we’ll 
make the world better by not rocking the boat. However, when we look at 
scriptures such as the parable of the talents, we begin to see that the failure to 
act is scolded when the master returns (even when the failure to act was rooted 
in not wanting to mess anything up).  
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This whole idea of God building us up to be like Jesus can be intimidating. After all 
Jesus was God in the flesh, He was perfect how can we hope to match up? That’s 
just it. We don’t have to match up. We just have to do the best we can with what 
we are given. Then train up others to do the same. 

How many of you have fond memories of the omelets (pic1) at Easter breakfast? 
I’ve been here since February 2006. The breakfast long predates me, but in 2006 I 
made a few changes and introduced the omelet station. Since then, I’ve led 14 
Easter SonRise Breakfasts. The first six years I trained the cooks to make the 
omelets. Then the next seven years one of the cooks, my son Davey,  (pic2)  
trained the others to do it.  In 2019 I trained Brian on how to run the whole thing 
and I simply walked away knowing it was in good hands. Unfortunately, that 
pesky virus shut it down for a couple years. But last year Brian brought back the 
beloved breakfast and the omelets too. Why do I bring this up? It’s to show you 
how simple this whole Build thing can be. The breakfast is a great example of 
discipleship. I do you watch, I do you help, you do I help, you do and I watch. 
Finally, you do it with someone else! And guess what, it’s probably going to look a 
bit different because we are all gifted differently, and we all have different 
passions………. and that’s ok! 

How many times have you failed to act because you didn’t want to step on any 
toes or you were afraid things would be different? 

The decision to be who God has called us to be requires us to have faith and take 
action. It may be scary at first. However, we can have peace knowing that when 
we seek God first, He will not fail us.  

Before we go on: Write down one action you could take this week to make 
progress toward being who God has called you to be.  

Don’t give up 

So often we catch ourselves asking God; “What do You see in me?” 

Have you ever asked Him that when He’s calling you to do things out of your 
comfort zone? I know I have. There are many Biblical truths about our identity 
and who God says we are. Oftentimes, I find myself going back to scripture when I 
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need a reminder of who God says I am. I've realized over time that it is easy to 
turn to these scriptures for encouragement, but hard to carry it with me and truly 
believe it. 
 
Depending on the environment you’re in, you may be surrounded by people who 
make you question your value. People who make you feel small and insignificant. 
On the other hand, you may have people pouring into you, but you feel you’re 
undeserving of love because of your past.  

When we do not see ourselves through God’s lens it leads to insecurity and a 
distorted view of self. This often paralyzes us because we feel our actions won’t 
make a difference. Even worse, this makes us doubt that we can live out our 
purpose that is so clearly written in scripture. 

Take our reading from Acts this morning:  

“One day at three o’clock in the afternoon, Peter and John were on their way into 
the Temple for prayer meeting. At the same time there was a man crippled from 
birth being carried up. Every day he was set down at the Temple gate, the one 
named Beautiful, to beg from those going into the Temple. When he saw Peter 
and John about to enter the Temple, he asked for a handout. Peter, with John at 
his side, looked him straight in the eye and said, “Look here.” He looked up, 
expecting to get something from them. 

Peter said, “I don’t have a nickel to my name, but what I do have, I give you: In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk!” He grabbed him by the right hand and 
pulled him up. In an instant his feet and ankles became firm. He jumped to his 
feet and walked. 

The man went into the Temple with them, walking back and forth, dancing and 
praising God. Everybody there saw him walking around and praising God. They 
recognized him as the one who sat begging at the Temple’s Gate Beautiful and 
rubbed their eyes, astonished, scarcely believing what they were seeing. 

The man threw his arms around Peter and John, ecstatic. All the people ran up to 
where they were at Solomon’s Porch to see it for themselves”. (Acts 3:1-11 MSG) 
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Peter and John were healing and preaching repentance. My friends, this was the 
beginning of the church!  This was the make-or-break moment for the early 
church IMHO. We are built up to do the same in this generation.    

My friends, what if Peter or John said, “I’m not a Rabbi, I’m not the teacher, I’m 
not a pastor, I’m not Jesus so I can’t do that”. They didn’t. They spent all that time 
with Jesus learning from the Master. Now it was their time to do and not just do, 
but find others to come along with them and pour into them so they would do the 
same. As Pastor Kurt mentioned a few weeks ago. I do you watch, I do you help, 
you do I help, you do I watch, finally you do with someone else! Think you are not 
ready, good enough, know enough? Remember Peter and John were “just 
fishermen.” I’m not disparaging their work; I’m pointing out how society looked at 
them. Our society is the same if not worse. If you don’t go to college, you are 
somehow lower than others. That’s a load of garbage.  

Mike Rowe Clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkx_1Z2G-ok 

If not for the long shoremen, truckers, welders, carpenters, electricians and all the 
skilled laborers our world grinds to a screeching halt. 

Don’t believe the lie that you’re insignificant. Don’t repeatedly tell yourself that 
you don’t deserve to experience the love of God. The Lord loves you and sees 
your value.  

Even when you do mess up, He still wants a relationship with you. Imagine a child 
taking a cookie from the cookie jar after being instructed not to, and then packing 
their bags to move out because they were too afraid to tell their parents. In this 
scenario, we know the child is overreacting, because of course the parents still 
love them despite their mistake. The child, thinking they had to move out, has a 
lack of understanding of the grace and love available from their parents.  

Your view of self may be distorted but nothing is impossible for God to restore. 
You are fearfully and wonderfully made. Remember you are a child of the King, 
you are a Prince or a Princess. Take your negative thoughts captive and speak the 
word of God upon your life until you begin to believe it. Confess to Him: God, I 
may have a distorted view of myself. Help me to see myself the way You see me. 
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Take some time this afternoon, before you forget. Write down scriptures that 
reinforce how God views you and place them in areas you frequently look at. 
Replace your screensaver or put some sticky notes on your mirror. Repeat these 
scriptures to yourself every day. Along with this, any time a negative thought pops 
in your head, stop, and speak the truth of God instead.  

Because of Jesus you are God’s promise to a lost and distracted world.  God 
is Bringing people into a relationship with Him and His people through you.  God 
is Building you up to be like Christ.  God is Bumping into world through you. 
Amen! 
 
 

 
 

i Hoover, Kurt- Built to Be 2: Sabbath Wine, pg. 5, Aug. 28, 2022 


