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Call To Worship 

 
Welcome/Announcements 

 
Worship Through Songs 

 
Worship Through Confession & Giving 

 
Text prayer requests to 815-369-0070 

 
Children’s Message 

 
Worship Through Hearing God’s Word 

                             

Message 
“Identity: The Branch”  
by Pastor Kurt Hoover  

(Copies of this sermon and others can be found in the narthex) 
 

Worship Through Song 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Communion 
 

Worship Through the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Closing Song 

WORSHIP TODAY 
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OUR FIRST EPISTLE LESSON 
2 Corinthians 5:14-21 (ESV) 
Reader: Matthew Fiday

 

 

For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for 
all, therefore all have died; 

15 
and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live 

for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 
16 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we 
once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 

17 
Therefore, 

if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come. 

18 
All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave 

us the ministry of reconciliation; 
19 

that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. 

20 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal 

through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
21 

For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness 
of God. 
 

OUR SECOND EPISTLE LESSON 
Romans 11:13-24 (ESV) 

 
 

13 
I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I take pride 

in my ministry 
14 

in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and 
save some of them. 

15 
For if their rejection brought reconciliation to the world, what will 

their acceptance be but life from the dead? 
16 

If the part of the dough offered as first 
fruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the branches. 

17 
If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, 

have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the 
olive root, 

18 
do not consider yourself to be superior to those other branches. If you do, 

consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you. 
19 

You will say 
then, “Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in.” 

20 
Granted. But they were 

broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but trem-
ble. 

21 
For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either. 

22 
Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but 

kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be 
cut off. 

23 
And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to 

graft them in again. 
24 

After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by nature, 
and contrary to nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much more readily 
will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree! 

OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
John 15:16-27 (ESV) 

1 
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MLC NEWS 

 
                          

      CONNECT WITH MESSIAH 
You can use this QR code to let us know you’re new, tell us that you’re inter-

ested in next steps at MLC, submit prayer requests, fill out a connection 
card, and give online. Scan it now to connect with MLC. 

 
 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet. 
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Our office hours are from 9am-3pm Mon-Fri. Saturdays and evenings by appointment. The 
pastors are always available via their cell phones, even outside of “office hours”. 

 
PUBLICATION DEADLINES 

The deadline for submitting items for the weekly bulletin is Wednesday at noon, and the 
deadline for submitting items for the newsletter is the 22nd of each month.  

 
PART-TIME POSITION AT MESSIAH 

Messiah Lutheran Church is looking to hire a paid, part-time office coordinator. The job 
would involve 15-25 hours per week. The responsibilities would involve answering the phone, 
interacting with pastors and other office staff, data entry, and supporting the Public Relation 

Teams publicity. Please contact the church office at 815-741-4488 , or email the church 
at pastor.hoover@mlcjoliet.org. 

 
OFFERING ENVELOPES 

You may have noticed that you did not receive your giving envelopes for the months of Feb-
ruary and March. We were notified today that our supplier was unable to print them due to a 
supply shortage. They feel it is a temporary situation and plan to send the next cycle of enve-

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

6 
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go 

and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in 
my name, he may give it to you. 

17 
These things I command you, so that you will love 

one another. 
18 

“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 
19 

If you were of 
the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, 
but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 

20 
Remember the word 

that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they 
will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours.  
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lopes in Mid-March. We will have generic ones available for you and may take a few home if 
you like. Please contact the church office if you have any questions.  

 

GET INVOLVED 
 

MESSIAH QUILTERS 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, February 21st, 2023 from 9 am – 12 pm.  We have a lot 
of quilts ready to complete and if you can tie a knot, you can help us out.  We even have jobs 
you can do sitting down.  Think about stopping in and see what we do.  If you are unable to 

join us and would like to sew at home, we have kits available.  
Contact Kathy Mueller (815-953-6601) at scpbklane@aol.com for more information or any 

questions you may have.  Hope to see you on February 21st! 
 

MEMORY BEARS 
The Memory Bears Life Group meets together once a month to make teddy bears out of 

clothing from people who have passed away to comfort the grieving.  We also make and sell 
bears once a year to raise money for supplies and children’s charities.  We would love to have 
you join us! We have jobs that do not require sewing as well as jobs that do. Please contact 

Cindi Souza (815-931-8478) for more information.  
 

DAYBREAK SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 
Volunteers are needed to serve dinner to at Daybreak Homeless Shelter in Joliet. The com-

mitment is from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on the second Monday of each month. A team of Messi-
ah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve dinner. Sign up in the narthex. 

 
MLC MESSIAH KIDS 

 
MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY 11 AM 

We are looking for help to staff this program. Please consider shadowing a leader and sign-
ing up to help.   

 
MESSIAH KIDS WEDNESDAYS (Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 pm)  

The name has changed (it used to be Awana), but the ministry focus has not. All Kindergarten 
– 5th graders are encouraged to join us for worship, lessons, games, and connection – with 

the Bible and friends. Stop by Wednesday to see what the fun is all about. 
 

PRE-K THROUGH 5TH GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Make sure to bring your children to Sunday school upstairs every Sunday! 

 
STAY N PLAY (Tuesdays at 9:30 am) 

Stay N Play is a weekly playgroup for children five and younger that meets in the Family Life 
Center on Tuesday mornings from 9:30-11:30.  This group is open to church members and to 

the community.   Parents or caregivers must stay and keep an eye on their children.  
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

Practice Dates for February are :  
2/19 (Sundays 10:45-11:15) 

Performances are: 
2/26 at 9:30 and 11 services 

Come join the fun and sing with your friends! Children’s Choir is for k-8th grade. 
 

MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
6th-8th & 9th-12th GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Sunday school continues this week. Middle school meets in the youth room and high school will 
be meeting in the Gathering House 

 
HEAD2HEART (Wednesdays at 6:15 pm) 

Head2Heart is for all middle school students. 

 
EVENTS 

 
PRAYER TEAM (Thursdays at 10:15 am)  

In the Fireside Room. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more information.  
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Join us for adult Sunday school in the Fellowship Hall. Mosaic and adults will meet together for 

February.  
 

CHOSEN LIFE GROUP (Tuesdays 6:30 to 8 pm) 
We'll be meeting at Harold & Donna Stier’s home and Jeanette will continue to lead the study of 

the Synoptic Gospels as we are waiting for the season 3 Bible study to come out.  
 

FAITH & BODY CHALLENGE LIFE GROUP (Thursdays 9 to 10 am) 
We are be meeting on Thursday Mornings between 9am -10am in the Family Life Center until the 
end of April. The Health Challenge for January will be to lower your added sugar.  Our Faith and 
Body Challenge ministry is a group dedicated to help improve their health with light movement 

and stretching and encouraging each other through faith.  Each month there will be a new 
healthy challenge. There is no cost, and you may meet a new friend. Please contact Sherri Unyi at 

815-741-4488 if you have any questions.   Please register here: 
bit.ly/MLCFaiBod 

 
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) (March 3 at 9:15 am) 

Calling all moms - from pregnancy onward - to join our new MOPS group. Our goal is to create a 
welcoming community of women where we can find support and meaningful connection. Our 

meetings are held on 1st and 3rd Fridays. Questions? Contact Amy Miller-Koenig 
at amy12miller@gmail.com  

 
We are in need of volunteers for the MOPS Kids program during the MOPS meetings. Responsi-
bilities include supervising playtime and facilitating activities, simple crafts, and story time. The 
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resources and supplies are provided. Interested in volunteering for MOPS kids? Contact Amy 
Miller-Koenig at  amy12miller@gmail.com  

 
ASH WEDENSDAY SERVICE (February 22 at 7 pm) 

Come and worship our Lord as we remember His great sacrifice and begin the Lenten season. 
 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS (Wednesdays, February 22 to March 29 at 6 pm) 
Come join us for fellowship and food during Lent, and sign up in narthex if you’d like to bring 

a soup.  
 

LENTEN SERVICES (Wednesdays, March 1-March 29 at 7 pm) 
Come join us for Wednesday night worship as we observe Lent. We will be talking about the 

freedom we have in Christ. 
 

SACRAMENT WORKSHOP (FIRST COMMUNION)  
(Sundays at 9:30 am, March 5th-April 2nd) 

In order to be prepared to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion and all of its benefits, 
4th grade students and their parent(s) and guardians are invited to participate in this 5-

session workshop. Older students who were previously unable to complete the workshop are 
also encouraged to attend. Hands-on activities help families grow in their understanding of 

God’s coming to us in and through the sacraments of both Holy Communion and Bap-
tism. The workshop culminates in a special First Communion service on Maundy Thurs-

day (just before Easter).  
Please sign up with the following link: 

bit.ly/SacWor 
 

MEN’S RETREAT (April 21-23) 
Men, save the date! MLC’s men’s retreat this year will be April 21-23. There will be man food, 

man time and man fun! A weekend filled with guy stuff.  Watch for more details or talk 
with Mike Brown at evMLCJoliet@gmail.com. 

 
BLOOD DRIVE (Sunday, May 21, 8:30 am to 12:30 pm) 

Versiti Blood Center will be here on May 21 for a blood drive at Messiah. Please consider do-
nating sometime that Sunday morning to this important work.  

 
COUPLES RETREAT (September 22-24)  

The purpose of a Couples’ Retreat is to build godly marriages through a time away from 
home in an atmosphere of fun, fellowship, and Biblical teaching on marriage.  

Open to all ages of married couples. MLC membership NOT required. We’ll be meeting at the 
new lodge at Center Lake Bible Camp and Retreat Center in Tustin, MI.(approx. 4-5 hr from 

MLC). The cost is $399 per couple (Scholarships available)  
Register at: bit.ly/MLCCouRet 

 
PRAY JOLIET (Sunday, March 5 at 6 pm) 

We would like you to join us for our next large gathering at Victory City Church in Joliet. Pray 
Joliet is a group of people from various churches in Joliet, lifting up our city in prayer. You’re 

invited! 
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STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 65 
9:30 am: 58 
11:00 am: 58 

 
Online: 70 
Insight: 19 

MSM: 5 
Sunday School: 37 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

If you would like to purchase altar flowers, call the office at 815-741-4488. 

2023 BUDGET 

 
2023 Operating Budget:  

$709,766 
Year to Date Operating Budget: 

$95,545 
Year to Date Giving Received:  

$69,868 
 

Average Need Each Week $13,649 
Received last week: $10,410 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (February 19) 
8 am Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 
9:30 am Messiah Kids Sunday School 

9:30 am Insight/Mosaic 
11 am Worship 

11 am Messiah Kids 
MONDAY (February 20) 

8 am Cornerstone Homeschool Group 
TUESDAY (February 21) 

9 am Quilters 
9:30 am Stay and Play 

6:30 pm Chosen Life Group 
WEDNESDAY (February 22) 

6:15 pm Head2Heart 
6:30 pm Messiah Kids Wednesdays 

THURSDAY (February 23) 
9 am Faith and Body Challenge Life Group 

10:15 am Prayer Group 
11:30 am Staff Meeting 

7:15 Sanctuary Choir 
FRIDAY (February 24) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (February 25) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (February 26) 

8 am Worship 
9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 
9:30 am Messiah Kids Sunday School 

9:30 am Insight/Mosaic 
11 am Worship 

11 am Messiah Kids STEWARDSHIP VERSE 
OF THE WEEK 

 
Luke 18:35 

“As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was 
sitting by the roadside begging.” The last 
known words of Martin Luther were found 

scratched on a slip of paper next to his death 
bed: “We are all beggars; this is true.” All that 

we have is a gift of God. We are all beggars be-
fore Him. Knowing this leaves us with nothing 

but thankfulness in our hearts. 


