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Acts 13: 42-52  

As Paul and Barnabas left the synagogue that day, the people begged them to speak 

about these things again the next week. 43 Many Jews and devout converts to Judaism 

followed Paul and Barnabas, and the two men urged them to continue to rely on the 

grace of God. 

44 The following week almost the entire city turned out to hear them preach the word of 

the Lord. 45 But when some of the Jews saw the crowds, they were jealous; so they 

slandered Paul and argued against whatever he said. 

46 Then Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and declared, “It was necessary that we first 

preach the word of God to you Jews. But since you have rejected it and judged 

yourselves unworthy of eternal life, we will offer it to the Gentiles. 47 For the Lord gave 

us this command when he said, 

‘I have made you a light to the Gentiles, 

    to bring salvation to the farthest corners of the earth.’[m]” 

48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were very glad and thanked the Lord for his 

message; and all who were chosen for eternal life became believers. 49 So the Lord’s 

message spread throughout that region. 

50 Then the Jews stirred up the influential religious women and the leaders of the city, 

and they incited a mob against Paul and Barnabas and ran them out of town. 51 So they 

shook the dust from their feet as a sign of rejection and went to the town of 

Iconium. 52 And the believers[n] were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 

Romans 12: 14-16 

 Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless them. 15 Be 

happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony 

with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people. And 

don’t think you know it all! 

2 Timothy 1: 3-7  

When I left for Macedonia, I urged you to stay there in Ephesus and stop those whose 

teaching is contrary to the truth. 4 Don’t let them waste their time in endless discussion 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13&version=NLT#fen-NLT-27374m
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13&version=NLT#fen-NLT-27379n
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of myths and spiritual pedigrees. These things only lead to meaningless 

speculations,[a] which don’t help people live a life of faith in God.[b] 

5 The purpose of my instruction is that all believers would be filled with love that comes 

from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and genuine faith. 6 But some people have missed 

this whole point. They have turned away from these things and spend their time in 

meaningless discussions. 7 They want to be known as teachers of the law of Moses, but 

they don’t know what they are talking about, even though they speak so confidently. 

BRING: Walking with True Friends 

Opener: 

Everybody’s looking for a true friend — not just acquaintances but people who 
are there with you when you need them most. God wants you to build true 
friendships with the people that are already in your life so that you can share the 
Gospel with them. God has put these people — your co-workers and classmates, 
neighbors and teammates — in your life specifically so you can share with them 
about the most important decision they will ever make. If you don’t tell them 
about what Christ has done for them, then who will? 

The Bible says in Romans 12:16, “Be friendly with everyone. Don’t be proud and 
feel that you are smarter than others. Make friends with ordinary people” (CEV). 

That leads us directly to our BIG IDEA for this morning 

BIG IDEA: God is using you to bring others into (or back into) a loving, real, 
forgiving, and authentic relationship with Him. 

BRING is about the relationship! Loving relationships! What could be more loving 
that telling someone about Jesus and walking with them, helping them grow 
deeper in that relationship? (In Christianese we call that Discipleship.) ☺ You 
know Christianese don’t you? It’s all those words and phrases we use in the 
church that people who didn’t grow up in the church just don’t understand. 
Words like ‘bulletin’ (oh is that a news flash, a news bulletin?) No, it’s actually like 
a Program: it tells you about the service and guides you through it. (oh, why didn’t 
you say that?) Narthex (What’s that?) It’s the gathering space before you enter 
the sanctuary. Chancel (What’s a chancel? Is it a fancy cup?)  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy+1&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29661a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy+1&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29661b
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No, it's the platform or stage where the pastor and others share God’s word and 
Sacrament. (Oh right, what’s a Sacrament?) Something that Jesus did and 
commanded us to do also. It helps us to grow closer to God. Like Baptism. 
Discipleship. (What kind of ship is that?) No, it’s not a ship. It’s walking with 
people in life to train them up to be like Jesus so they can do the same for others. 

Friends, you see where I’m going? I’ve often wondered if we should include a 
vocabulary sheet in every bulletin (I mean program) if we want others to feel 
welcome and at ease. But again that’s a talk for another day. ☺ 

 We’ve been walking through the Book of Acts in this part of our vision series. This 
week we read a portion from chapter 13 where Paul turns his attention to the 
Gentiles (people who are not Jews), the outsiders, the unchurched you may say. 
I’d like to read the whole chapter this morning but we’re not going to do that 
today. I encourage you to read it for yourself later today. I want to focus in on 
verse 52. A major turning point had occurred. Paul and Barnabas announced that 
they were going to the Gentiles. Acts 13 all culminates with “the disciples being 
filled with joy and the Holy Spirit”. 

But in order to have the full context before us, we will begin back at verse 13 of 
chapter 13. When Paul and Barnabas started their missionary journey, they went 
from Antioch to Cyprus. From Cyprus they sailed to Perga in Pamphylia. Ancient 
Perga is in modern Turkey. While they were in Perga, John Mark left them and 
went back to Jerusalem. 

Going on from Perga, Paul and Barnabas arrived in Antioch of Pisidian (Modern 
day Turkey). On the Sabbath day, they went down to the synagogue where Paul 
preached a powerful message to the Jews and to the God-fearing Gentiles.  

Then, as Paul and Barnabas were going out of the synagogue, the people begged 
them to speak to them again on the next Sabbath. (Acts 13:13-42) 

So, on the next Sabbath nearly the whole city assembled to hear the word of God. 
When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy. They began 
contradicting Paul and blaspheming. Then Paul announced that, because the Jews 
had repudiated the word of God, he and Barnabas would turn to the Gentiles. 
(Acts 13:43-46) 
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Paul cites Isaiah 49:6 when he declares (verse 47): “For the Lord has commanded 
us, ‘I have placed you as a light for the gentiles, that you may bring salvation to 
the end of the earth.'”  

When the Gentiles heard the news, they began rejoicing and glorifying the Word 
of the Lord. Luke says (verse 48) that “all who were chosen for eternal life became 
believers.” They believed in Christ and accepted Him. “So the Lord’s message 
spread throughout that region.” 

Then the Jews stirred up the influential religious women and the leaders of the 
city, and they incited a mob against Paul and Barnabas. They drove them out of 
their district. Because of this, Paul and Barnabas shook the dust of their feet (as a 
sign of rejection) and went to another town. 

With all this as background, we turn now to verse 52. Luke writes “And the 
disciples were continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.” When Luke 
writes “and the disciples,” to whom does he refer? Paul and Barnabas moved on 
with their traveling companions. The new converts stayed behind. We know, from 
verse 48, that the new converts were rejoicing. No doubt “the disciples” includes 
both the party that moved on and the disciples that stayed. There is no reason to 
limit the term. 

This is a story of the triumph of the Gospel. In spite of persecution there was 
great joy. The “disciples” were continually filled with joy and the Holy Spirit. 
Throughout history, the church has triumphed over persecution. The church will 
triumph over all opposition. The Spirit-inspired joy of the harvest is one of our 
great rewards! 

Friends, Paul and Barnabas were rejected, God has been rejected; Jesus was 
crucified. So, we too should expect some persecution and rejection. So what do 
we do? Give up? NO! 

We Kill ‘em with Kindness 

“God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance”. (Romans 2:4 ESV) 

In his memoir, actor Danny Trejo describes how he once accidentally stumbled 
into an Alcoholics Anonymous meeting while trying to crash a rival gang’s house 
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party. Trejo, armed and expecting a fight, was welcomed by a room full of friendly 
older people. A man offered him a smile, a cup of coffee, and some advice: “The 
stuff you’re carrying will get you imprisoned, institutionalized, or killed.” Trejo 
was impacted by the man’s wisdom and disarmed by his kindness. 

In this age of division, we naturally protect ourselves from those we see as a 
threat. When someone else behaves aggressively, we instinctively avoid them. 
When someone disagrees with or offends us, we take a defensive posture. 

When you’re primed for a fight, nothing in the world is more surprising, 
refreshing, and disarming than kindness. We expect condemnation or rejection 
and instead encounter a smile, a cup of coffee, and receive a place at the table. 
This is simply unexpected outside our safe social circles. 

Kindness is what God expects from His people. God expects kindness from us 
because God showed kindness to us: 

 “while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). God also intends to 
touch the world with the kindness he places in us. God does not require us to 
become kind on our own. By His Holy Spirit, God exchanges our natural hostility 
with His heavenly hospitality so we can be kind to others for Jesus’ sake. 

Isolation 

Christians tend to fall into one of two extremes: isolation or imitation. Some 
Christians say, “I don’t want to get polluted by the world. I’m just going to isolate 
myself. I’ll build a wall and my own little culture.” 

Isolation doesn’t work! How are you going to build any non-Christian friendships 
that way? Seven years ago, we had a decision to make as a family. Alexei was 
ready to start school, but the questions was what school should he go to? Dana 
and I were products of the public school system. We both did well. She got a 
better education than I did but that’s partly because she applied herself more.  

I didn’t really get the whole school thing ‘til my first semester of college. I kinda 
coasted by in Jr. High and High school doing the bare minimum. But that came 
back to bite me in college. I didn’t know how to study and prepare for exams. I 
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was failing 2 of my 3 classes. I even withdrew from my math class. But I got the 
kick in the pants I needed from one of my instructors who was a chef. He pulled 
me into his office and told me I was failing, and he wanted me to withdraw from 
the culinary program. That advice was all I needed, from that day on I gave it my 
all and while I ended that first class with a 2.8 I received 4.0’s the rest of the way 
(In my culinary classes).  

I remember one of my classes the third year of college. It was my poli-sci class 
with Professor Marv Serowitz. Back in the 80’s he was one of the profs who 
started the “hash bash” at U of M. Mind you this was when marijuana was still 
illegal in all 50 states.  

Marv have a real reputation for destroying conservative or even libertarian 
students not to mention religious students. If you gave yourself away as a 
Christian somehow in your papers, you would be publicly ridiculed in class and 
maybe you would pass with a 2.0 at best.  

On the first day of class Marv ask if there were any Christians in the class. I slowly 
raised my hand and so did two others. He then proceeded to give a 90 minute 
lecture on the evils of religion how all wars were the fault of religious people and 
the horrors of the Crusades. He even pointed out how Hitler co-opted the church 
in the third Reich. After that he ask again “ok now how many Christians are in my 
lecture hall?” I raised my hand, and one other student did that time. He said great 
welcome to Poli-Sci 101.  

‘These two students are now our religious and moral experts. No one else is 
allowed to express a moral or religious objection to anything in this class other 
than these two.’ He had us stand up and give our names and allowed us to explain 
what we believed.  

Even with a few eyerolls about our beliefs and some challenges along the way, he 
was true to his word. We were free to use our Christian beliefs to counter any 
argument or cite the Bible in papers. The final exam for the class was a blank 
sheet of paper and the question on the board was what grade do you deserve in 
this class and why. I said I deserved an A because I openly shared my thoughts 
and beliefs. That was it, that’s all I wrote. Guess what, I got that A. 
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I also had many friends that I grew up with who went to private Christian schools 
all their lives. Well until college that is, and I can’t tell you how many I saw that 
fell away or even ran away from faith in their first semester because they had 
never been challenged in their faith. Some were so blown away with how bad the 
world really was.  

So when our first two boys started school it was a no brainer for us they would go 
to public school but we would be very engaged with their schools, teachers and 
we committed to raising them in the Christian faith with the help of our church 
family. I’d say they both turned out pretty good, but that’s just my not so humble 
opinion. 

Imitation 

That brings us to the other extreme. Imitation, which says, “Let’s be just like the 
world. We’ll dress like the latest pop star. We’ll say whatever we want about 
other people. We’ll have whatever values and goals popular culture tells us we 
should have. We’ll be no different from the world." 

Now back to Alexei, we saw how the public education system was changing 
around us. It wasn’t pretty, thank God we had Christian teachers and 
administrators we personally knew in the public schools. Then we saw and heard 
how things were going with the lowering of expectations and the depravity 
disguised as sex education as far down as kindergarten.i 

I had always been brought up to be salt and light to my world, my boys were salt 
and light to their world. How could we do that while hiding away from the world. 
But in 2015 we just couldn’t do it any longer, so we made the huge financial 
sacrifice to do a private Christian school and we haven’t regretted it once.  

Now, I still have many friends working in the public school system or with kids in 
the system, many of whom applauded our choice and said they would do the 
same if they had could. We also really feel blessed we were in that school in 2020 
and ‘21 with all the COVID craziness.  

Please hear me, I’m not against public schools especially public-school teachers.  
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I have many friends who are frustrated public school teachers. They feel that they 
are no longer free to teach the basics but are forced into positions they don’t 
agree with and oftentimes feel they can’t do what they need to do to help kids 
learn. There is a lack of discipline and a culture war raging, so many just feel 
hopeless. I pray for the Christian kids, families, teachers, and administrators that 
are left.  

Are we imitators of our world and its culture. That’s not what God wants us to be, 
either.  

He doesn’t want us to give in to the lowest common denominators of society. My 
friend and world-renowned speaker Ken Davis made a great point about how we 
have somewhat fallen asleep at the wheel and accept things we would have never 
thought we would. 

Clip Ken Davis “God wants your body” 33:52-36:22 

The Answer 

The answer is not isolation or imitation. It’s insulation and infiltration. The Bible 
says you’re to be salt and light in the world. You’re to penetrate the world with 
God’s goodness. 

When I go out to dinner and order sea bass, the first thing I have to do before I 
can eat it is put salt on it. That fish has lived its entire life in salt water, yet I have 
to put salt on it. What’s going on? That fish is insulated. If God can take a fish and 
keep it in salt water its entire life and not have the salt permeate the fish, then 
certainly God can take any believer, put us in the world, and keep us from being 
corrupted by the wrong values. 

God wants you to be holy and secure in your faith. He also wants you to walk out 
your door into the world and get to know the people he’s placed in your life.  

As you build relationships with people around you and share Truth with them, 
you are to be in the world but not of the world. 
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“The Holy Spirit, God’s gift, does not want you to be afraid of people but to be 
wise and strong and to love them and enjoy being with them” (2 Timothy 1:7 
TLB). 

That’s our hope and prayer as a family and for you. 

We pray they we can all provide the spiritual training for our kids here at church, 
in the home or even in our educational choices. We pray constantly that Alexei 
will be filled with God’s Word in his formative years. So that when he ventures 
into our culture to be salt and light. He will be insulated not isolated from our 
culture. That he will be a shining light to a lost world. 

It's the same challenge for us all to be in the world but not of the world. How do 
we do that how do we do that for our kids? By allowing God through the Holy 
Spirit to bring us into His family and equip us for life. Not just a life someday in 
heaven with Him. But life on this earth, with those He brings into our lives for His 
glory! 

 
i https://www.awakeil.com/_files/ugd/b99d36_cf19d611b63e4629b02ce3468bc43d57.pdf 
https://www.awakeil.com/optout?pgid=l5c0xtdr-0736be36-a3aa-4eaf-9f9a-95cee2cbe2a3 
 


