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WWJD 
Psalm 103:8-14, Jonah 3&4, Eph. 2:4-8 

 

We’ve been talking about God’s mercy the last few weeks and 

looking at different stories in the New Testament of how Jesus 

demonstrated mercy in various situations. 

We all love mercy, don’t we? We love to receive it from God, from 

our brothers and sisters in Christ. Even from our neighbors, the 

governing authorities and especially our parents or bosses right? 

But do we really love mercy when we see others receiving it? 

I’m sure those of you who are around my age or a bit older saw 

that WWJD and thought What Would Jesus Do. Those of you who 

aren’t old like me will have to forgive us. We used to use that to 

remind ourselves to stop and evaluate a situation in light of what 

Jesus would do before reacting. That’s great but I’d like to 

challenge us to also look at that and ask ourselves What Would 

Jonah Do? Then do just the opposite LOL. 

Ok, my AD oh Shiny got a hold of me for a moment. Back to Mercy 

and whether or not we truly love seeing others receive mercy. I’m 

not talking about the people that their stories break our hearts, 

but, how about the people we don’t like very much, the ones who 

do terrible things to us or our “tribes”? It’s hard at times to see 

people who we think deserve judgement receive mercy. At times 

we’re even resentful because we think they have gotten away 

with a great wrong. Now I’m sure if your brain is anything like 

mine all those people you believe did a great wrong just came 

flooding into your brain. So take a moment and pray for them.  
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Yes pray they will repent, pray that they will change their ways 

and that God will be merciful to them.  

Now take one more moment and confess your struggles to pray 

for some of them and the anger you are holding onto. Then give it 

all over to God. Ok are we all back in the here and now? 

 

Now I’m going to go Old School Confirmation Class on you this 

morning. So, get ready to take some notes as we all need 

refreshers from time to time. Almost every Sunday in our 1st two 

services we formally proclaim our faith together to remind each 

other, but mostly ourselves, what we profess to believe. Let’s 

jump right to the end of the Apostle’s Creed. State the third 

article of the Apostle’s Creed with me if you will: 

 

The Third Article of the Apostles Creed 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting.   

What does this mean? 

I believe that I cannot by my own understanding or effort believe 

in Jesus Christ my Lord, or come to Him.  But the Holy Spirit has 

called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, and 

sanctified and kept me in true faith.  In the same way He calls, 

gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on 

earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.  In this 

Christian church day after day He fully forgives my sins and the 

sins of all believers.   
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On the last day He will raise me and all the dead and give me and 

all believers in Christ eternal life. This is most certainly true. 

 

Let’s break this down a bit shall we.  

Luther’s explanation emphasizes how you and I could never come 

to faith in Christ by our own reason.  As Scripture says, we are 

spiritually dead in trespasses and sins, and dead people can’t 

make themselves alive.  But the Holy Spirit has called us to faith 

through the Gospel, through the preaching and teaching of His 

Word.  Our faith in Christ is a gift.  Our whole salvation, Paul 

points out, is a pure gift—Christ has done everything for us to 

reconcile us to God, and the Holy Spirit gives us the faith to 

receive that salvation.   

 

Luther says that the Holy Spirit has enlightened me with His gifts. 

God has given gifts to all His children. We call them Spiritual gifts. 

These are not to be confused with talents.  

 

Spiritual gifts are supernatural abilities to help the “Christian 

Church.” Now we’ve had a few classes on this and I’m planning to 

have another one this fall for those who haven’t had the chance 

to explore this area of their faith. A brief list of some of these gifts 

can be found in (1 Corinthians 12:4-11). God's various gifts are 

handed out everywhere; but they all originate in God's Spirit. 

God's various ministries are carried out everywhere; but they all 

originate in God's Spirit.  

God's various expressions of power are in action everywhere; but 

God himself is behind it all.  
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Each person is given something to do that shows who God is: 

Everyone gets in on it, everyone benefits. All kinds of things are 

handed out by the Spirit, and to all kinds of people! The variety is 

wonderful: wise counsel, clear understanding, simple trust, 

healing the sick, miraculous acts, proclamation, distinguishing 

between spirits, extending mercy, helping others, and so on. All 

these gifts have a common origin, but are handed out one by one 

by the one Spirit of God. He decides who gets what, and when.  

 

Do you remember that lesson I did last year on Justification and 

Sanctification? 

“Sanctification.”—“to sanctify” means to make holy—related to 

the word “saint”—a holy person.  The work of the Holy Spirit is to 

“sanctify” us, to make us holy.  This happens in two ways that 

cannot be separated.   

1. The Holy Spirit gives us faith in Christ through His presence 

and The Word, and when we accept Christ as Lord and 

Savior. God counts us holy with the perfect holiness of 

Christ Jesus Himself.  THIS IS WHAT WE DEPEND ON FOR 

OUR SALVATION.   

 

2. Through The Word and His presence, the Holy Spirit creates 

and maintains the “new man” in us who loves God and 

wants to do His will.  The Holy Spirit leads us to grow in living 

according to the will of God—our “lives of sanctification.” 
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“The Holy Christian Church”.  The Holy Christian Church (we often 

use the word “catholic” meaning “universal”) is made up of all 

people in the world who trust in Christ as their Savior.   

Only God can read the heart, and therefore only God knows 

all the members of His Church.  As a way of proclaiming what we 

believe, we gather together with and worship with Christians who 

believe the same things we do from the Scripture.  Now even 

though there are some minor differences between us and other 

Christians, in God’s mercy we can be wrong about some things 

and still put our trust in Christ as our Savior.   

 

The Holy Christian Church includes all who believe in Jesus as Lord 

and Savior. We say that we “believe” in this Church, because it is a 

matter of faith—to know and trust that no matter how bad things 

may look, this Church still exists and will continue to exist until the 

end of time.  We speak about the “Church Militant”—the 

believers who are still living and still in the battle against the devil 

and sin.  We also speak of the “Church Triumphant”—the 

believers who have already died and gone to heaven. 

 And the believers of all times and places are your brothers 

and sisters in Christ.  The Holy Spirit has made you and them to be 

the family of God. 

 

“Justification”—to “justify” in Scripture means to “pronounce 

someone righteous”.  It is really a courtroom term that Paul uses, 

and it signifies the same thing as the forgiveness of sins.  God 

pronounces us “righteous”—not guilty, and sees in us instead the 

righteousness of Christ Himself.   
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This is what we count on for our salvation, and we receive it 

through faith (trusting His gracious offer) alone.   

At the same time, as long as we live in this world, we carry with us 

what Paul calls the “sinful flesh” or the “old man” in us—the sinful 

desires and the weaknesses with which we were born. 

 

Luther’s explanation of the Holy Spirit’s activities in the Church 

says, “In this Christian Church day after day He fully forgives my 

sins and the sins of all believers.”   My friends that’s the true and 

ultimate mercy.  

That’s how we “saints” live—daily receiving His forgiveness, His 

mercy.  We work and strive to live as He wants us to live.  We do 

this not because we can do anything to earn God’s favor.  Christ 

has done everything for us.  Instead, we do this because we love 

Him for what He has done for us. But as long as we live here on 

earth, we will continue to fall, and we need His mercy and 

forgiveness every day.  

 Remember that trusting in God’s mercy, forgiveness and 

love is not something we can do by ourselves.  It takes a miracle 

of the Holy Spirit working through the Gospel in Word and His 

presence to create that trust in us and keep us in that faith.  It 

goes against our natural way of thinking that out of mercy God 

loves us freely, as a gift, and forgives us freely, as a gift—all for 

the sake of Christ and what He has done for us, and our “sinful 

nature” does not want to accept it.   

 

Ok now you type A folks are saying we opened with the story of 

Jonah. What’s up with that? Let’s wrap up by going back to that. 
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“This change of plans greatly upset Jonah, and he became very 

angry. So he complained to the LORD about it: “Didn’t I say before 

I left home that you would do this, LORD? That is why I ran away 

to Tarshish! (Jonah 4:1-2a) 

 

It takes a clueless prophet to complain about God’s grace, mercy, 

and love, and to turn Israel’s great confession of faith (Psalm 

103:8 “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love.”) into a pathetic whine. “O Lord!” 

said Jonah, “this is why I ran away on the ship, because I knew 

how gracious and merciful you are. This is just what I knew would 

happen—you went ahead and spared those miserable people in 

Nineveh. Now just let me die, it’s more than I can take.” 

This prayer of Jonah’s is one of the truly humorous scenes in the 

Bible. Jonah’s small-minded complaints against God sound so 

ridiculous. We ought to feel embarrassed for him. But maybe 

we’re not so different. When God abundantly blesses people or 

shows mercy to people we don’t like, we might get a little 

annoyed, too, especially if we’ve just spent three days and nights 

in the belly of a fish. Perhaps Jonah’s complaining prayer to God 

can prod us to examine our own hearts and remind us to praise 

the Lord for his graciousness and mercy, instead of criticizing Him 

for it. 

 

Application (As WT comes up) 

Now of course to me this all ties back into Spiritual Gifts.  
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One of the best ways to explore spiritual gifts is to talk about how 

you would react in a specific situation. For example, if a server 

spills someone's meal all over the restaurant floor and a group of 

Christians are sitting nearby, each individual will react differently 

based on his/her spiritual gift. The gift of mercy responds by 

helping to clean up the mess, the gift of giving offers to pay for 

another meal, the gift of exhortation seeks to cheer up the server. 

The gift of administration delegates and organizes the whole 

matter to avoid confusion. The gift of teaching suggests some 

ways to make sure the spill doesn't happen again, etc. Your 

spiritual gift makes you sensitive to certain needs that others 

may not see. Now go, join Jesus where he is already working as 

you seek to use the gifts He has given you in His mercy for our 

fallen world. 

 

Closing Prayer: Help us, Lord, always to be thankful for your grace, 

and to be gracious ourselves toward others. Amen. 

 


