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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
AUGUST 7, 2022 

9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 
Choir Director: Herb Alexander 

Youth Director: Brian Phipps 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church 
AUGUST 7, 2022 

9:30 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                               Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OPENING HYMN               “Praise the Name of Jesus”   p. 93  (2x) 
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LITANY ADAPTED FROM PSALM 147 
 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

How good to sing praises to our God! 
How delightful and how fitting! 
He heals the brokenhearted 
and bandages their wounds. 
He counts the stars 
and calls them all by name. 
How great is our Lord! His power is absolute! 
His understanding is beyond comprehension! 
The Lord supports the humble, 
but he brings the wicked down into the dust. 
He covers the heavens with clouds, 
and makes the grass grow in mountain pastures. 
The Lord’s delight is in those who fear him, 
those who put their hope in his unfailing love. 
We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit 
Amen 

Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
 
All: 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE            “Bless His Holy Name”  p. 76  (2x) 
 

 



 5 

 
HYMNS OF PRAISE                “Be Thou My Vision”  p. 382  v. 1-3 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  

  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin 

I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but 
some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliv-
er and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiv
en. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  Amen.                                          

 
THE OFFERING                        
 
OFFERTORY                                                                        Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
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OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 36-37 (Selected Texts) (NLT) 
Reader: Sherri Unyi 
 
In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah’s reign, King Sennacherib of Assyria came to at-
tack the fortified towns of Judah and conquered them. 

2
 Then the king of Assyria sent 

his chief of staff from Lachish with a huge army to confront King Hezekiah in Jerusalem. 
The Assyrians took up a position beside the aqueduct that feeds water into the upper 
pool, 

4
Then the Assyrian king’s chief of staff told them to give this message to Hezekiah: 

“This is what the great king of Assyria says: What are you trusting in that makes you so 
confident? 

5
 Do you think that mere words can substitute for military skill and strength? 

Who are you counting on, that you have rebelled against me? 
6 
On Egypt? If you lean on 

Egypt, it will be like a reed that splinters beneath your weight and pierces your hand. 
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, is completely unreliable! 
 
7
 “But perhaps you will say to me, ‘We are trusting in the LORD our God!’ But isn’t he the 

one who was insulted by Hezekiah? Didn’t Hezekiah tear down his shrines and altars 
and make everyone in Judah and Jerusalem worship only at the altar here in Jerusalem? 
8
 “I’ll tell you what! Strike a bargain with my master, the king of Assyria. I will give you 

2,000 horses if you can find that many men to ride on them! 
9
 With your tiny army, how 

can you think of challenging even the weakest contingent of my master’s troops, even 
with the help of Egypt’s chariots and charioteers? 

10
 What’s more, do you think we have 

invaded your land without the LORD’s direction? The LORD himself told us, ‘Attack this 
land and destroy it!’” 
 

11
 Then Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah said to the Assyrian chief of staff, “Please speak to us 

in Aramaic, for we understand it well. Don’t speak in Hebrew, for the people on the wall 
will hear.” 

12
 But Sennacherib’s chief of staff replied, “Do you think my master sent this 

message only to you and your master? He wants all the people to hear it, for when we 
put this city under siege, they will suffer along with you… 

18
 “Don’t let Hezekiah mislead 

you by saying, ‘The LORD will rescue us!’ Have the gods of any other nations ever saved 
their people from the king of Assyria? 

21
 But the people were silent and did not utter a 

word because Hezekiah had commanded them, “Do not answer him.” 
 

37:1 
When King Hezekiah heard their report, he tore his clothes and put on burlap and 

went into the Temple of the LORD….
3b

 “This is what King Hezekiah says: Today is a day of 
trouble, insults, and disgrace. It is like when a child is ready to be born, but the mother 
has no strength to deliver the baby. 

4
 But perhaps the LORD your God has heard the As-

syrian chief of staff, sent by the king to defy the living God, and will punish him for his 
words. Oh, pray for those of us who are left!” 
 

33
 “And this is what the LORD says about the king of Assyria: “‘His armies will not enter 

Jerusalem. They will not even shoot an arrow at it. They will not march outside its gates 
with their shields nor build banks of earth against its walls. 

34
 The king will return to his 

own country by the same road on which he came. He will not enter this city,’ says the 
LORD. 

35
 ‘For my own honor and for the sake of my servant David, I will defend this city 

and protect it.’” 
36

 That night the angel of the LORD went out to the Assyrian camp and 
killed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers. When the surviving Assyrians woke up the next morn-
ing, they found corpses everywhere. 

37
 Then King Sennacherib of Assyria broke camp 

and returned to his own land. He went home to his capital of Nineveh and stayed there. 
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 OUR GOSPEL LESSON: John 16:16-33 (NLT) 
 
 

 

16 
“In a little while you won’t see me anymore. But a little while after that, you will see 

me again.” 
17 

Some of the disciples asked each other, “What does he mean when he 
says, ‘In a little while you won’t see me, but then you will see me,’ and ‘I am going to 
the Father’? 

18 
And what does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t understand.” 

19 
Jesus realized they wanted to ask him about it, so he said, “Are you asking your-

selves what I meant? I said in a little while you won’t see me, but a little while after 
that you will see me again. 

20 
I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn over what 

is going to happen to me, but the world will rejoice. You will grieve, but your grief 
will suddenly turn to wonderful joy. 

21 
It will be like a woman suffering the pains of 

labor. When her child is born, her anguish gives way to joy because she has brought 
a new baby into the world. 

22 
So you have sorrow now, but I will see you again; then 

you will rejoice, and no one can rob you of that joy. 
23 

At that time you won’t need to 
ask me for anything. I tell you the truth, you will ask the Father directly, and he will 
grant your request because you use my name. 

24 
You haven’t done this before. Ask, 

using my name, and you will receive, and you will have abundant joy. 

25 
“I have spoken of these matters in figures of speech, but soon I will stop speaking 

figuratively and will tell you plainly all about the Father. 
26 

Then you will ask in my 
name. I’m not saying I will ask the Father on your behalf, 

27 
for the Father himself 

loves you dearly because you love me and believe that I came from God.
[a]

 
28 

Yes, I 
came from the Father into the world, and now I will leave the world and return to the 
Father.” 

29 
Then his disciples said, “At last you are speaking plainly and not figurative-

ly. 
30 

Now we understand that you know everything, and there’s no need to question 
you. From this we believe that you came from God.” 

31 
Jesus asked, “Do you finally believe? 

32 
But the time is coming—indeed it’s here 

now—when you will be scattered, each one going his own way, leaving me alone. Yet 
I am not alone because the Father is with me. 

33 
I have told you all this so that you 

may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take 
heart, because I have overcome the world.” 

 

 

 
 
 

MESSAGE: “Inflated: A World In Chaos?” 
By Pastor David Stier 
(Copies of this sermon and others can be found in the narthex) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A16-33&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26719a
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 WORSHIP HYMN        “Children of the Heavenly Father”  p. 44  v. 1-2, 5 

WORDS OF FAITH                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He 
rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
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 THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
Servers: Gary Ally, Jane Costello  
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                              
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                       “Lamb of God” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
p. 529, p. 551  
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
ALL: Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank you Lord Jesus for his holy 
meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank you Holy Spirit for awakening faith within 
our hearts. We hear your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy presence. Melt 
us,  mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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 CLOSING SONG                     “Near to the Heart of God” p. 497  v. 1 & 3 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                       Rose Ann Sochan    
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 

 
                          

      CONNECT WITH MESSIAH 
You can use this QR code to let us know you’re new, tell us that 

you’re interested in next steps at MLC, submit prayer requests, fill 
out a connection card, and give online. Scan it now to connect with 

MLC. 
 
 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet. 
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Our office hours are from 9am-3pm Mon-Fri. Saturdays and evenings by appointment.  
 

NURSERY ASSISTANTS NEEDED 
The Lay Ministry board is looking for a few adults or couples who can make them-

selves available as substitute nursery attendants in case our regular nursery attendant 
is absent due to illness or other commitments.  This is a volunteer position, but the ex-
pectation is that the commitment will be infrequent.  Please contact the church office 

or email Tom Bond at tlbond7@hotmail.com. 
 

AMAZON SMILE 
Do you want to help Messiah out while shopping on Amazon? There’s an easy way to 
do it. Simply type smile.amazon.com into your browser before you begin shopping. 
You can also change the setting to Amazon Smile in your Amazon app. Amazon will 

donate a percentage of your purchase to the charity of your choice.  
 

PAID PART TIME RECEPTIONIST OPENING 
Duties of this position will be a variety of tasks serving the church by providing a warm 
welcome to callers and visitors and providing general clerical assistance to support the 
pastor and church members. 20 hours a week during office hours 9am-3pm. Flexible 
schedule.  For more information, contact Pastor Kurt at pastor.hoover@mlcjoliet.org.  

 
GET INVOLVED 

 

MESSIAH QUILTERS 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, August 16th, 2022 from 9 am – 12 pm.  We have 
so many quilts ready to be tied and you don’t need any sewing or quilting experience 
to help us.  If you are unable to join us and would like to sew at home, we have kits 

ready for you to sew.  
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Contact Kathy Mueller (815-953-6601) at scpbklane@aol.com for more information or 
any questions you may have.  Drop by and see what we are doing.   

 
MEMORY BEARS 

The Memory Bears Life Group meets together once a month to make teddy bears out 
of clothing from people who have passed away to comfort the grieving.  We also 
make and sell bears once a year to raise money for supplies and children’s chari-

ties.  We would love to have you join us! We have jobs that do not require sewing as 
well as jobs that do. Please contact Cindi Souza (815-931-8478) for more information. 

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers are needed to serve dinner to at Daybreak Homeless Shelter in Joliet. The 
commitment is from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on the second Monday of each month. A 

team of Messiah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve dinner. Food do-
nation needs include canned fruit cocktail, juice, potato salad, buns, baked beans and 

cookies. Sign up in the narthex. 
 

REFUGEE HELP 
On our bulletin board in the narthex there are small cards that you can take to pur-

chase items to support a refugee family through Exodus World Services, an organiza-
tion that helps refugee settlement. We will be running this item drive through August. 

Please place the items on the designated table in the fellowship hall. Thanks! 
 

MLC MESSIAH KIDS 

 
MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY 11 AM 

We are looking for help to staff this program. Please consider shadowing a leader this 
Summer and signing up to help.   

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION 

Sunday school registration will take place on Rally Day, August 21st at 9:30 am. Then 
the kids will stay for Sunday school in the FLC during the 10 am service. You can also 
register online at https://bit.ly/SSMLCReg. Either way, make sure you sign your chil-

dren up for a faith-filled fall and spring of learning and fun! 
 
 

MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
7TH-12TH GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Sunday school continues today. 
 

HEAD2HEART PARENT MEETING (Sunday, August 7 at 12:15 pm) 
To the parents of incoming 6th-8th graders: there will be a H2H parent meeting Sun-

day Aug. 7th after the 11am service  Please plan to attend.  
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IGNITE (Wednesdays from 6-8, runs until August) 
Join the student ministry for our Wednesday night summer program. Open to 7th-12th 

grade. We will meet at the church. The last day is August 17th. 

 
EVENTS 

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the Fireside Room. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more information.  
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Join us for a great time of fellowship and study of God’s word in the fellowship hall. 

Topics coming up:  
7th - Laurel Ling (What If God Wants More Than I Can Give?) 

14th - Doug Potts 
21st - No Insight  
28th - No Insight  

Insight returns in September  
 

MOSAIC 
For the Summer months (May-Aug.) Mosaic will be combining with Insight for 9:30a 

Bible Studies. Keep an eye out for events and our new fall lineup! 
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY (Tuesday, August 9 at 6:30 pm) 
Our church has a new ministry for men. Messiahs Mens Ministry, 3M Group, is born 
out of the need for Gods men to step up and be who they were created to be. Our 

purpose is to train men to come alongside each other and encourage one another in 
life. Join us on the second and forth Tuesday of every month @ 6:30 pm. It’s never too 
late to jump in. Men of all ages are welcome. If you would like more information feel 

free to contact: Mike Brown Evmlcjoliet@gmail.com 815-405-2547  
 

RALLY DAY (Sunday, August 21 at 10 am) 
Join us for one combined service outside as we enter into another year of service and 

teaching here at Messiah. There will be a cookout after service. Please bring lawn 
chairs. 

 
ANNUAL CRUISE IN (Saturday, August 27 from 2 pm to 5 pm) 

Join us for a fun time of cool cars, fun music, good food and great fellowship. Entering 
your car? Arrive from Noon to 2 to get registered.  

 
10TH ANNUAL LABOR DAY CHURCH FAMILY CAMPING TRIP (September 2-5) 

You’re invited to see what all the fun is about while camping with your church family. 
Contact Pastor Stier for more details at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org.  
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ENCORE GOES TO THE ARK (Sept. 13-16) 
Encore, our 55 and older group, is headed to the Ark Encounter in Kentucky.  The 

projected cost is $850 for a couple and $550 for a single. Depending on what hap-
pens with fuel cost and how many people this may need to be adjusted. The final 

price will be set 30 days prior to the trip. Here is the link to register: bit.ly/MLCARK. 
Please invite friends, register and get your deposits in ASAP so we can start hotel 

planning. 
 

COUPLES RETREAT (September 23-25) 
Come join us for a great time of worship and fellowship at Center Lake Bible Camp. 

The purpose of this Couples’ Retreat is to build godly marriages through a time away 
from home in an atmosphere of fun, fellowship, and Biblical teaching on marriage. 
Contact Pastor Stier for more details at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org. There is limited 

space, so sign up early! Register at bit.ly/MLCCouples 
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 STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 62 
9:30 am: 67 
11:00 am: 48 

 
Youth Camping: 16 

Online: 86 
MSM: N/A 

Messiah Kids SS: 6 
Insight/Mosaic: 14 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

Altar flowers are sponsored today by Nancy and Chuck Bugnits in honor of their 
38th wedding anniversary. If you would like to purchase altar flowers, call the office 

at 815-741-4488. 

2022 BUDGET 

 
(Revised 7/17/22 @ Cong. Meeting) 

Yearly Operating Budget: $644,145 
Average Need Each Week: $12,387 

Received last week: $8,486 
 

Received year-to-date: $338,886 
Needed year-to-date: $384,009 

 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (August 7) 
8 am Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am Insight/Mosaic 

9:30 am K-6th Grade Sunday School 
11 am Worship 

11 am Messiah Kids 
12:15 H2H Parent Meeting 

MONDAY (August 8) 
N/A 

TUESDAY (August 9) 
N/A 

WEDNESDAY (August 10) 
6 pm Ignite 

THURSDAY (August 11) 
10 am Prayer Group 

11:30 am Staff Meeting 
FRIDAY (August 12) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (August 13) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (August 14) 

8 am Worship 
9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am Insight/Mosaic 
9:30 am K-6th Grade Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
11 am Messiah Kids 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP VERSE 
OF THE WEEK 

 
Malachi 3:10 

"Bring the whole tithe into the store-
house, that there may be food in my 

house. Test me in this,” says 
the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not 
throw open the floodgates of heaven 
and pour out so much blessing that 

there will not be room enough to store 
it." 


