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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
SEPTEMBER 4, 2022 

9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 
Choir Director: Herb Alexander 

Youth Director: Brian Phipps 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

Receptionist: Lynda Scanland 
 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church 
SEPTEMBER 4, 2022 

9:30 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                               Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OPENING HYMN               “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”   p. 97   v. 1-3 
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LITANY ADAPTED FROM PSALM 147 
 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

How good it is to sing praises to our God, 
how pleasant and fitting to praise him! 
The Lord BUILDS up Jerusalem; 
he gathers the exiles of Israel. 
He heals the brokenhearted 
and binds up their wounds. 
He determines the number of the stars 
and calls them each by name. 
Great is our Lord and mighty in power; 
his understanding has no limit. 
We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit 
Amen 

Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
 
All: 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE            “He Touched Me”  p. 504  v. 1-2 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE         “Grace Greater Than Our Sin”  p. 201  v. 1 & 4 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  

  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin 

I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but 
some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliv-
er and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiv-
en. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  Amen.                                          

 
THE OFFERING                        
 
OFFERTORY                                                                        Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
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OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Proverbs 24:17 (NLT) 
Reader: Jane Costello 
 
17 

Don’t rejoice when your enemies fall; don’t be happy when they stumble.  
 
OUR EPISTLE LESSON 
Romans 5:6-11 (NLT)  
 
6 
When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sin-

ners. 
7 
Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though 

someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. 
8 
But God 

showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sin-
ners. 

9 
And since we have been made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will 

certainly save us from God’s condemnation. 
10 

For since our friendship with God was re-
stored by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved 
through the life of his Son. 

11 
So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship 

with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.  
 
OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
Luke 6:27-36 (NLT) 

 
 

 

27 
“But to you who are willing to listen, I say, love your enemies! Do good to those who 

hate you. 
28 

Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who hurt you. 
29 

If someone slaps 
you on one cheek, offer the other cheek also. If someone demands your coat, offer your 
shirt also. 

30 
Give to anyone who asks; and when things are taken away from you, don’t 

try to get them back. 
31 

Do to others as you would like them to do to you. 

32 
“If you love only those who love you, why should you get credit for that? Even sinners 

love those who love them! 
33 

And if you do good only to those who do good to you, 
why should you get credit? Even sinners do that much! 

34 
And if you lend money only to 

those who can repay you, why should you get credit? Even sinners will lend to other sin-
ners for a full return. 

35 
“Love your enemies! Do good to them. Lend to them without expecting to be repaid. 

Then your reward from heaven will be very great, and you will truly be acting as children 
of the Most High, for he is kind to those who are unthankful and wicked. 

36 
You must be 

compassionate, just as your Father is compassionate. 
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 MESSAGE: “Built to Be: It Sounds Good on Paper” 
By Lloyd Evans 
(Copies of this sermon and others can be found in the narthex) 
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 WORSHIP HYMN        “I Surrender All”  p. 366  v. 1-2 & 4 

WORDS OF FAITH                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He 
rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
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 THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
Servers: Angie Mitchka, Jane Costello  
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                              
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                       “Lamb of God” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
p. 186 v. 1-2 & 4, p. 183 v. 1-3 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
ALL: Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank you Lord Jesus for his holy 
meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank you Holy Spirit for awakening faith within 
our hearts. We hear your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy presence. Melt 
us,  mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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 CLOSING SONG                 “Open Up The Heavens”  v. 1 & 2 
 

VERSE 1: 
We've waited for this day, we're gathered in your name 

Calling out to you 
Your glory like a fire, awakening desire 

Will burn our hearts with truth 
You're the reason we're here 

You're the reason we're singing 
 

CHORUS: 
Open up the heavens 
We want to see you 

Open up the floodgates 
A mighty river 

Flowing from your heart 
Filling every part of our praise 

 
VERSE 2: 

Your presence in this place, Your glory on our face 
We're looking to the sky 

Descending like a cloud, You're standing with us now 
Lord, unveil our eyes 

You're the reason we're here 
You're the reason we're singing 

 
BRIDGE: 

Show us, show us your glory 
Show us, show us your power 

Show us, show us your glory, Lord 
 
POSTLUDE  
                                                                       

God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 



 12 

 
MLC NEWS 

 
                          

      CONNECT WITH MESSIAH 
You can use this QR code to let us know you’re new, tell us that 

you’re interested in next steps at MLC, submit prayer requests, fill 
out a connection card, and give online. Scan it now to connect with 

MLC. 
 
 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet. 
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Our office hours are from 9am-3pm Mon-Fri. Saturdays and evenings by appointment.  
The office will be closed on Labor Day, Monday, September 5th.  

 
PUBLICATION DEADLINES 

The deadline for submitting items for the weekly bulletin is Wednesday at noon, and 
the deadline for submitting items for the newsletter is the 22nd of each month.  

 
NURSERY ASSISTANTS NEEDED 

The Lay Ministry board is looking for a few adults or couples who can make them-
selves available as substitute nursery attendants in case our regular nursery attendant 
is absent due to illness or other commitments.  This is a volunteer position, but the ex-
pectation is that the commitment will be infrequent.  Please contact the church office 

or email Tom Bond at tlbond7@hotmail.com. 
 

BUILD SERMON SERIES (August 21-September 18) 
How is God is Building you up to Be like Christ?  God is inviting you to be His disciple 
and to disciple others.  We will become more aware of our own discipleship journey as 

we trace the journey of Jesus first followers recorded in Luke.   
 

WELCOME! 
Welcome to the newest member of our staff, Lynda Scanland. Lynda comes to us from 
Hadley Middle School, where she was a secretary for over twenty years. Lynda will be 

our new receptionist. 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
Operation Christmas Child will be here before you know it.  Start watching for small 

items that can fill up a shoebox to bless a child this Christmas.  Collections will start in 
October.  For a complete list of suggested items please see  
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Samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child 

 
GET INVOLVED 

 

MESSIAH QUILTERS 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, September 20th, 2022 from 9 am – 12 pm.  We 
have so many quilts ready to be tied and you don’t need any sewing or quilting expe-
rience to help us.  If you are unable to join us and would like to sew at home, we have 

kits ready for you to sew.  Contact Kathy Mueller (815-953-6601) at 
scpbklane@aol.com for more information or any questions you may have.  Drop by 

and see what we are doing.   
 

MEMORY BEARS 
The Memory Bears Life Group meets together once a month to make teddy bears out 

of clothing from people who have passed away to comfort the grieving.  We also 
make and sell bears once a year to raise money for supplies and children’s chari-

ties.  We would love to have you join us! We have jobs that do not require sewing as 
well as jobs that do. Please contact Cindi Souza (815-931-8478) for more information. 

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers are needed to serve dinner to at Daybreak Homeless Shelter in Joliet. The 
commitment is from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on the second Monday of each month. A 

team of Messiah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve dinner. Food do-
nation needs for this month are buns (7 dozen), juice (4 large bottles), potato chips (4 
large bags) and bananas. Please bring items by September 12 at 4 pm.  Sign up in the 

narthex 

 
MLC MESSIAH KIDS 

 
MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY 11 AM 

We are looking for help to staff this program. Please consider shadowing a leader this 
Summer and signing up to help.   

 
AWANA (Starts September 14 at 6:30 pm) 

Awana sign up is on September 14 from 6:30 to 8 pm, and Awana programming starts 
September 21. Make sure you sign your child(ren) up for this great ministry! 

 
PRE-K THROUGH 5TH GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Make sure to bring your children to Sunday school upstairs every Sunday! 

 
STAY N PLAY (Starts September 6th at 9:30) 

Stay N Play is a weekly playgroup for children five and younger that meets in the Fam-
ily Life Center on Tuesday mornings from 9:30-11:30.  This group is open to church 

members and to the community.   Parents or caregivers must stay and keep an eye on 
their children.  Coffee for adults are provided.   Please come join us for some fun.   
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MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
6th-8th & 9th-12th GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Sunday school continues next week. 
 

HEAD2HEART (Wednesdays at 6:15 pm) 
Head2Heart is for all middle school students going through confirmation.  

 
SALT (Sundays from 4:30-6 pm) 

Hey high school students, SALT starts back up on Sunday, September 11th. Make sure 
to come out for some great fellowship, fun and teaching.  

 
MAFIA (Friday, September 16th from 7 to 10 pm) 

Hey 5th-8th graders, bring all your friends for a fun time of playing Mafia throughout 
the whole church. Run around, be crazy and eat pizza! 

 
FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN (Friday September 23rd) 

The student ministry (6th-12th grade) is headed back to FMSC to serve and make 
meals for people who need food. We’ll leave the church at 4:30pm, grab Chik-Fil-A for 

dinner, pack from 7pm-8:45pm and be back at the church around 9:30pm. 
 

EVENTS 
 

PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  
In the Fireside Room. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more information.  

 
INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Aug. 28th  & Sept. 4- No Insight ; Insight returns in September.  
Sept.11—Laurel Ling, Sept. 18—Doug Potts, Sept. 25th—Tom Bond. 

 
MOSAIC 

Mosaic, our college and career group, returns Sept. 11 with “Fearless Conversations” 
 

10TH ANNUAL LABOR DAY CHURCH FAMILY CAMPING TRIP (September 2-5) 
You’re invited to see what all the fun is about while camping with your church family. 

Contact Pastor Stier for more details at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org.  
 

BOX CITY OF HOPE (Sept. 9-10 at Morning Star Mission) 
Box City of Hope is a fundraiser by Morning Star Mission used to create awareness of 

the plight of the homeless in Joliet. Participants donate money to the mission and 
spend the night either in a cardboard box or tent. There are activities planned, as well 
as food available. Contact directorofdevelopment@morningstarmission.org for more 

information 
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PIZZA WITH THE PASTORS (September 11 at 12 pm) 

Join us for Pizza with the Pastors! It’s a great way to get to know the staff of Messiah 
and give them a chance to know you. We will also lay out the steps of becoming a 

member of the church.  
 

ENCORE GOES TO THE ARK (Sept. 13-16) 
Encore, our 55 and older group, is headed to the Ark Encounter in Kentucky.  The 

projected cost is $850 for a couple and $550 for a single. Depending on what hap-
pens with fuel cost and how many people this may need to be adjusted. The final 

price will be set 30 days prior to the trip. Here is the link to register: bit.ly/MLCARK. 
Please invite friends, register and get your deposits in ASAP so we can start hotel 

planning. 
 

SACRAMENTS 101 (Wednesday, September 14 & 21 at 6:30 pm)  
What are the things that Christ did and encourages all Christians to do as well?  

The Sacraments. This is a class designed for those new to the Lutheran church and for  
parents who desire to bring their children to the Baptismal font. Join us in a discus-

sion of the Catechism and how God makes himself known.  
 

CHOSEN LIFE GROUP (Returns Tuesday, September 20th, 6:30 to 8 pm) 
We'll be meeting at Harold & Donna Stier’s home and Jeanette will continue to lead 
the study. We are between seasons 2 & 3 of The Chosen, so while we wait for season 
3 to come out, we will be doing a Bible Study of Jesus life in the "Synoptic Gospels" 
Here is a link to a preview of the video Bible study resource we'll be using: https://

youtu.be/y6CXgf5BSVY 
 

COUPLES RETREAT (September 23-25) 
Come join us for a great time of worship and fellowship at Center Lake Bible Camp. 

The purpose of this Couples’ Retreat is to build godly marriages through a time away 
from home in an atmosphere of fun, fellowship, and Biblical teaching on marriage. 
Contact Pastor Stier for more details at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org. There is limited 

space, so sign up early! Register at bit.ly/MLCCouples 
 

LIVE2LEAD CONFERENCE (Friday, October 14 at 8:30 am) 
Registration for this leadership/growth experience is open. Get your ticket today. 

Learn from well-known experts such as John Maxwell, Eric Thomas, Tim Elmore, and 
many others. Gain from their perspectives, connect with other local leaders, leveling 

up your growth. Get equipped, engaged, and empowered. Take your career, business, 
or personal life to the next level. 

Register here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/399224299627 
 

THANK YOU 
Thank you Messiah members for your faithful stewardship. 13 full backpacks along 

with 9 bags of school supplies (pencils, pens, notebooks, etc) were given to the 
YMCA and Li’l Love's ministry. "Thank you for all the school supplies and backpacks, 

we have so many students in need." - YMCA. 
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 STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 65 
9:30 am: 65 
11:00 am: 42 

 
Online: 120 
MSM: 23 

Messiah Kids SS: 24 
Insight/Mosaic: N/A 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

If you would like to purchase altar flowers, call the office at 815-741-4488. 

2022 BUDGET 

 
(Revised 7/17/22 @ Cong. Meeting) 

Yearly Operating Budget: $644,145 
Average Need Each Week: $12,387 

Received last week: $8,566 
 

Received year-to-date: $379,891 
Needed year-to-date: $433,559 

 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (September 4) 
8 am Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
11 am Messiah Kids 

MLC Family Camping 
MONDAY (September 5) 

MLC Family Camping 
TUESDAY (September 6) 

N/A 
WEDNESDAY (September 7) 

6:15 pm Head2Heart 
THURSDAY (September 8) 

10 am Prayer Group 
11:30 am Staff Meeting 
FRIDAY (September 9) 

6 pm Worship Team Rehearsal 
SATURDAY (September 10) 

N/A 
NEXT SUNDAY (September 11) 

8 am Worship 
9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 
9:30 Messiah Kids Sunday School 

9:30 Insight 
9:30 Mosaic 

11 am Worship 
11 am Messiah Kids 

4:30 SALT 
STEWARDSHIP VERSE 

OF THE WEEK 

 
Luke 14:28 

“For which of you, desiring to build a 
tower, does not first sit down and count 

the cost, whether he has enough to 
complete it?" 


