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Refined 2: Jerusalem Refined 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

 

This is a study Jerusalem.  Promised long ago to be the source of blessing for all the 

world.  In reality Jerusalem would be the place were prophets die.  Isaiah, Luke 13 and 

Philippians 3 point out the persecution and corruption that is Jerusalem.  Paul describes 

a new Jerusalem.  A different Kingdom.  A kingdom not of this world.   

 

Lenten Psalm based on Psalm 12: 

Help, O LORD, for the godly are fast disappearing! 

    The faithful have vanished from the earth! 
2 Neighbors lie to each other, 

    speaking with flattering lips and deceitful hearts. 
5 The LORD replies, “I have seen violence done to the helpless, 

    and I have heard the groans of the poor. 

Now I will rise up to rescue them, 

    as they have longed for me to do.” 
6 The LORD’s promises are pure, 

    like silver refined in a furnace, 

    purified seven times over. 

We worship you Lord in the… 

 

Isaiah 1:21-28 

See how Jerusalem, once so faithful, 

    has become a prostitute. 

Once the home of justice and righteousness, 

    she is now filled with murderers. 
22 Once like pure silver, 

    you have become like worthless slag. 

Once so pure, 

    you are now like watered-down wine. 
23 Your leaders are rebels, 

    the companions of thieves. 

All of them love bribes 

    and demand payoffs, 

but they refuse to defend the cause of orphans 

    or fight for the rights of widows. 
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24 Therefore, the Lord, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, 

    the Mighty One of Israel, says, 

“I will take revenge on my enemies 

    and pay back my foes! 
25 I will raise my fist against you. 

    I will melt you down and skim off your slag. 

    I will remove all your impurities. 
26 Then I will give you good judges again 

    and wise counselors like you used to have. 

Then Jerusalem will again be called the Home of Justice 

    and the Faithful City.” 
27 Zion will be restored by justice; 

    those who repent will be revived by righteousness. 
28 But rebels and sinners will be completely destroyed, 

    and those who desert the Lord will be consumed. 

 

Philippians 3:17-21 
17 Dear brothers and sisters, pattern your lives after mine, and learn from 

those who follow our example. 18 For I have told you often before, and I say 

it again with tears in my eyes, that there are many whose conduct shows they 

are really enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 They are headed for destruction. 

Their god is their appetite, they brag about shameful things, and they think 

only about this life here on earth. 20 But we are citizens of heaven, where the 

Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we are eagerly waiting for him to return as our 

Savior. 21 He will take our weak mortal bodies and change them into glorious 

bodies like his own, using the same power with which he will bring 

everything under his control. 

 

Luke 13:31-35 
31 At that time some Pharisees said to him, “Get away from here if you want 

to live! Herod Antipas wants to kill you!” 
32 Jesus replied, “Go tell that fox that I will keep on casting out demons and 

healing people today and tomorrow; and the third day I will accomplish my 

purpose. 33 Yes, today, tomorrow, and the next day I must proceed on my 

way. For it wouldn’t do for a prophet of God to be killed except in 

Jerusalem! 
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34 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones God’s 

messengers! How often I have wanted to gather your children together as a 

hen protects her chicks beneath her wings, but you wouldn’t let me. 35 And 

now, look, your house is abandoned. And you will never see me again until 

you say, ‘Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord!’” 
 

 

 

We are citizens of heaven… 

 

What a beautiful image.  God is here today speaking, to you, the same 

words he spoke through Paul to the early church struggling with its 

identity.   

You are, we are, already citizens of heaven, where Jesus Christ lives!  

You are already a part of greatest Kingdom the world will ever know!  

Thanks be to God for the church.    

 

 

The issue of identity has not changed.  During the Davidic Kingdom in 

the middle east, the prophet Isaiah was not the only one to lament the 

corruption and lack of leadership in his beloved City, Jerusalem.  

(Isaiah 1)  

 

Jesus was told by the Pharisees to get out of Jerusalem.  The religious 

leaders and the government wanted him dead.  Jesus responds by 

calling Herod, the governing powers, a fox.  He compares himself to a 

Mother Hen.  How many times has God called for His city to return to 

him… Through the prophets and finally his son the word of truth has 

rung out like the cluck of a mother Hen.  The people of the land should 

have come scurrying back to God like chicks to the Mother Hen when 

she squawks for their attention. (Luke 13:34) 

 

But instead Jerusalem has lost her identity, her purpose.  Jesus says, 

with understood and tragic irony, it would not be proper for him to die 

outside of Jerusalem.  Afterall, that is what the city God has established.  

Established to bless the world.  That city has again and again killed 

those who promised the blessing.  (Luke 13:33) 

 

Jesus dire warning to Jerusalem and all who live there.  “Fine, have it 

your way.  You can keep your abandoned house.  Abandoned by God.  
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You will never see God in Jerusalem until Jesus returns and the people 

once again proclaim: ‘Blessings on the one who comes in the name of 

the Lord!’” (Luke 13:35) 

 

Some say that day was Palm Sunday when he rode into Jerusalem on a 

donkey and the people rolled out the red carpet for him.  But, the 

message is clear.  This Jerusalem will no longer be the place through 

which God blesses the world.  He has abandoned that idea and moved 

onto something else.   

 

 

The issue of identity has not changed.  Jerusalem killed Isaiah, killed 

Jesus, and kicked out the early church.  The very same Herod Agrippa 

who Jesus called a fox. The same guy had the apostle James murdered, 

without a trial, while he was serving communion in a synagogue… in 

Jerusalem.   

 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, … if only you could have been what 

you were meant to be.    Purified in the furnace as Isaiah promised.  

 

I will melt you down and skim off your slag. 

    I will remove all your impurities. 
26 Then I will give you good judges again 

    and wise counselors like you used to have. 

Then Jerusalem will again be called the Home of Justice 

    and the Faithful City.” 
27 Zion will be restored by justice; (Isaiah 1:25-27) 

 

SO if not Jerusalem … What city, what people, what land is God going 

to use to reflect His image in the World.  Where are the good judges and 

wise counselors God promised??  

 

Chicago?? I think not. The United States? If only.   

 

You know I think this is a common misperception of God’s plan to 

create a new Jerusalem.  We think that the United States has been 

created by God to be the new Jerusalem.   
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And we are not the only ones.  Certainly Russians embrace such a 

notion.  Perhaps, the only grain of integrity they have in their civil war 

with their brothers in Ukraine.  Is to purge them from the corruption 

and influence of western culture with our blatant disregard for Biblical 

principles of identity, gender, equality, life and submission.  In their 

mind they are rescuing their brothers from the pride, the hubris of the 

secular western world.  The consumer driven commonization of 

humanity.  I am not saying that is what Putin believes, but certainly that 

is part of the justification for the average Russian as they wrestle with 

their consciousness and this chosen war.   

  

We think, we assume without even realizing it that the United States is 

and should be the next Jerusalem.  God is going to fix our politicians 

and institutions.  God is going to change the teachings and the laws of 

the land.  God is going to use the US government and business and 

culture to purify the land.  If only.  If only the United States would be 

restored by Justice.  

 

I apologize if I am the one to awaken you to the reality that the United 

States as blessed and beautiful as she is … She suffers from the same 

illness of Jerusalem long ago.   

 

SO if not Jerusalem, If not the United States… What city, what people, 

what land is God going to use to reflect His image in the World.  Where 

are the good judges and wise counselors God promised??  

 

Who is it that God is purifying in the fire, refining to be his people?   

 

God reveals the answer to that question in Philippians chapter 3:17-21. 

 

The personal letter from Paul to the early church in Philippi.  He has 

told us and them, again and again … and he points out the obvious once 

again… with tears in his eyes… There are many whose conduct shows 

they are really enemies of the cross.  (Philippians 3:18) 

 

Enemies of the cross.  The conduct that Paul is describing here is not the 

bad habits and spiritual apathy that we tend to beat our selves up about.  

There are and have always been enemies of the cross.   
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People who are willing to use the church, identify as Christians for 

political reasons who are headed for destruction.  Their god is their 

appetite.  They are hungry for power, riches and fame.  Gold and the 

golden opinions of others.  They brag about shameful things.  They 

think only about this life on earth.  (Philippians 3:19) 

 

But we, you and I, we are citizens of heaven, where Jesus Christ lives.  

We are already a part of the kingdom where the resurrected Jesus is 

currently reigning and setting all things right.  We can’t wait for that 

day when Jesus returns as our Savior.  (Philippians 3:20) 

 

Do you know what is going to happen on that day?  God is going to take 

our weak mortal bodies and change them into glorious bodies like His 

own.   (Philippians 3:20) 

 

How is he going to do that?  Using the same power with which He will 

bring everything under His control. (Philippians 3:21) 

 

He can not do that through the United States of America, but He can, 

and He is!!...  He is bringing everything under His control through the 

church.  The new Jerusalem refined in the fires of His love and sacrifice 

which shines through, even now, from time to time… through us.  

Through you!!  

 

If there is any nation or tribe, city or people through which we hope 

God’s reflection might shine … it is the citizens of heaven who trust and 

follow, are lead by and who worship Jesus Christ.  

 

I have seen it.  I have seen it here.  In this community.  If you haven’t 

had a chance pray along with the Joliet prayer event on the various 

Pray Joliet social media sites.  

 

God is bringing everything under His control through the church.  Not 

church buildings, but wherever 1 or 2 are gathered in His names.  

Wherever one or two are gathered for the sake of something other then 

our selfish appetites.  The church is everywhere.  It is all around us.  It 

shines through people who can’t even hope to articulate the History of 
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Jesus Christ.  But they have gotten a taste of something.  A little salt in 

the recipe that they want more.  They want to be that Salt in the world.  

They want to be citizens of something else, anything else other than this 

world and its appetites.  

 

God is bringing everything under His control through the new 

Jerusalem.  

   

That refining fire is at work in the world through the church.  The slag 

is being skimmed off.  The impurities of doubt – vaporized.  And there 

will be a day when we shine like sliver, not just here and there, but for 

eternity.  Every spot and blemish removed.  Every doubt and worry and 

desire for control wiped away.  Nothing but complete and total trust in 

God.   

 

We are citizens of heaven… where Jesus lives!! 

 

You are citizens of heaven… where Jesus lives!! 

 

God is bringing everything under His control through us… the citizens 

of heaven.   


