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The Best Gifts: Corner Stone  
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

 

This is a study of one key Old Testament prophecy which Jesus fulfilled.  He 

became the linchpin in God’s plan for the world.  The key to the puzzle which no 

human being would be able to truly understand or appreciate without the help of 

the Holy Spirit.  That is not to say that we would not try.  That is, in fact, the 

human problem.  We try by our own power and wisdom to control God or at the 

very least His influence over our lives.  We do not appreciate the gift nor the giver 

upon whom we are completely dependent.  Jesus is and was the stone rejected 

which is, was and always will be the chief corner stone.   

In David’s day they celebrated the marvelous mystery of hidden realties when 

they sang the words of Psalm 118.  God chose a people despised by the gentile 

world to be the world’s blessing.  Psalm 118 was a favorite of Martin Luther’s 

because it points directly to the Work of God.  That work is not only more 

important than what humanity contributes, but able to overcome what humanity 

gets wrong, rejects.  Not because we deserve it, but because of God’s steadfast 

love we get to experience God’s presence and salvation.   

As predicted by Isaiah, God would place in Zion a foundation stone, a tested stone, 

a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation, which would show us who we are and 

whose we are.  Jesus asks those who had rejected Him (and the prophets) what 

that cornerstone was.  The answer is twofold.  God will use his church to bless the 

world, even when we try to make it into our own country club.  Caring for the 

lost, although we reject it, will always be the foundation of the church.  Second, 

being rejected and sacrificed by His servants - Jesus would become the sacrifice 

that takes away the sin of our rebellion.  The simplicity of the cross: forgiveness 

and undeserved love, although often rejected, will always be the foundation of 

our relationship with God.   
 

 

Psalm 118:19-24 & 29  Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

    that I may enter through them 

    and give thanks to the Lord. 
20 This is the gate of the Lord; 

    the righteous shall enter through it. 
21 I thank you that you have answered me 

    and have become my salvation. 
22 The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the chief cornerstone. 
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23 This is the Lord’s doing; 

    it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 

    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
29 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever. 

 

Isaiah 28:14-17  Therefore hear the word of the LORD, you scoffers 

    who rule this people in Jerusalem. 
15 Because you have said, “We have made a covenant with death, 

    and with Sheol we have an agreement; 

when the overwhelming scourge passes through 

    it will not come to us; 

for we have made lies our refuge, 

    and in falsehood we have taken shelter”; 
16 therefore thus says the Lord GOD, 

See, I am laying in Zion a foundation stone, 

    a tested stone, 

a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation: 

    “One who trusts will not panic.” 
17 And I will make justice the line, 

    and righteousness the plummet; 

hail will sweep away the refuge of lies, 

    and waters will overwhelm the shelter. 

 

Luke 20:9-19  9 He began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a 

vineyard, and leased it to tenants, and went to another country for a long 

time. 10 When the season came, he sent a slave to the tenants in order that 

they might give him his share of the produce of the vineyard; but the tenants 

beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11 Next he sent another slave; 

that one also they beat and insulted and sent away empty-handed. 12 And he 

sent still a third; this one also they wounded and threw out. 13 Then the 

owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved 

son; perhaps they will respect him.’ 14 But when the tenants saw him, they 

discussed it among themselves and said, ‘This is the heir; let us kill him so 

that the inheritance may be ours.’ 15 So they threw him out of the vineyard 

and killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He 



Sacrifices, overlooked gifts sermon Advent 1 Nov 28th, 2021 

    

Sermon Manuscript not edited for publishing. ©Kurt Hoover, Messiah Lutheran, Joliet, IL 60431 
 

3 

will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When 

they heard this, they said, “Heaven forbid!” 17 But he looked at them and 

said, “What then does this text mean: 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone’? 
18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; and it will 

crush anyone on whom it falls.” 19 When the scribes and chief priests 

realized that he had told this parable against them, they wanted to lay hands 

on him at that very hour, but they feared the people. 

 

 

… I will send my beloved son. – Luke 20:13 

 

What a gift!  God so loved us that He allowed his Son to give 

His life for us.  It all makes practical, logical sense.  But, on an 

emotional level how could He have allowed such a sacrifice.   

 

I would not willingly send my son into such a situation.  Not as 

a teenager, much less a baby completely dependent on Mary 

and Joseph’s ability to trust God. 

 

On a daily basis I try to protect my children from harshness of 

the world thy can’t possibly understand.  Would you be willing 

to allow your child to enter into the suffering of another, risk 

bodily harm, be on the wrong side of what is right…  for one of 

their friends, a neighbor kid, a coworker, their spouse, that 

starving kid in Africa, much less the school bully??  What 

would you be willing to let your child risk for the sake of 

another?  

 

What a gift!  That is steadfast love and hope - to sacrifice one’s 

own child and their potential for those who have selfishly 

rejected the good and proper rules of the world.  I cannot, I 

would not, I daily chose other than to make such a sacrifice.   

And certainly not for those who should know better.  
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And yet, here is the real irony, my greatest prayer for my 

children is not their success, or my legacy… although I pray 

for that a lot.  My greatest prayer for my children is that they 

might find fulfillment in being used by God for the sake of the 

world.  My deepest prayer is that they might be used up by 

God.  (Because the alternative is that they are used up by the 

World).  My deepest prayer is that they might trust God to use 

them for others. 

  

If I search myself that is what I want more than anything.  I 

would be most proud to watch my child give up themselves for 

the sake of others.  Small everyday sacrifices, if not the 

ultimate sacrifice.  And I would wager, just based on the 

movies and stories our culture values most - we as Christians 

are not the only ones that feel that way.   

 

 

What a gift!  God sends His son into our rebellious selfishness 

even though we reject it and fight it, and seldom appreciate it.  

The irony is that we have received the greatest gift, at great 

cost, and completely overlook it. 

 

Have you ever been given something that you completely 

rejected only to find out later what a treasure you had been 

given?  It probably wasn’t a Christmas package tied up in 

bows.  Although, you may have received a family heirloom as a 

child that had no value to you at the time.   

 

I know I often valued very little the small Lego kits I got each 

Christmas in my stocking but looking back there are several 

memories that centered around Dad taking time to build 

Lego’s with us on Christmas morning.   
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How about you?  What are the gifts you have grown to cherish 

over the years and were they apparent at the time you received 

them?  Don’t the best gifts come day in and day out without 

any decoration or tag to draw your attention to them.  

Everyday sacrifices made for your sake without the demand 

for attention or credit.   (pause)  

 

Would it be fair to say that the best gifts are often overlooked, 

taken for granted?  (pause) What is it that you have taken for 

granted?  (pause)  

 

Is there a gift someone has been trying to give for some time 

now that you have been rejecting?  Is it possible that you are 

rejecting the apology, or the forgiveness, wisdom, healing, or 

that rebuilding of trust that could be the linchpin in your 

relationship with another person, the world, or God himself??    

 

What is the best gift?   

 

The irony is that we have received the greatest gift, at great 

cost, and completely overlook it.  We reject God’s love and 

sacrifice.  We take it for granted.  We daily choose the pleasure 

and security of worldly things.  We sacrifice our time and our 

presence with others for distractions and baubles of a fleeting 

world.  We act in every way as if we do have faith nor 

appreciate the work of God in and for us.   

 

Jesus is the everyday sacrifices.  The sacrifices that seem of 

little importance which are truly the glue that holds our lives, 

and our families, and our communities together in a lost and 

distracted world.   

 

Jesus is the cornerstone the builders overlooked.  Jesus is the 

foundation that draws us back to God and our ability to live 

for others.  The key to the puzzle which no human being is able 
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to truly understand or appreciate without the help of the Holy 

Spirit.   

 

What is the best gift for you and yours?  

 

I want to tell you the best gift I have been a part of was 

probably the little Lutheran church on the edge of town in 

Pella, Iowa.  A gift I - as a child, and certainly as a teenager - 

overlooked, rejected and wanted little to do with.  And when it 

was up to me, I wasn’t even there for a season of my life.  

Perhaps the most important years of my life.  But thanks be to 

God it wasn’t dependent on me and my appreciation of the 

gift.  

 

Pastor Pries and the people of Peace Lutheran church.  A gift 

my family took for granted.  I think there was one year my 

siblings and I made it to Sunday School week in and week out.  

I vaguely remember sitting in church and knowing I had done 

good when we got a complement from one of the little old 

ladies that we had been: ‘as good as gold.’  At the same time I 

remember crawling under the folding chairs, pinching my 

sister and wrestling with my brother.  And those metals chairs 

made a lot of noise when they creaked and banged into each 

other.   

 

I also remember drawing pictures and learning to follow the 

order of the service.   My family was very loosely involved.  We 

got far more out of it than we contributed.  All the time it was a 

struggle for my parents even to be there.  It was a gift all of us 

would rather have not taken the time to unwrap and there 

were many a Sunday that we didn’t.  But thank God that gift 

didn’t depend on my parents’ ability to get it right either.   

 

The best gift.  The church - Teachers, neighbors, police officers 

and friends’ parents who were a part the several different 
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churches in Pella, Iowa.  People feed and nourished by God in 

such a way that they were able to give up what was best for 

them and theirs for the sake of the unruly Hoover twins that 

ought to know better.   

 

That is perhaps the best gift I have been a part of.  But the one 

I actively overlook and take for granted is the church that has 

shaped the lives of two children entrusted to me.   

 

The gift I have been given that I would rather not acknowledge 

I needed is my 12 years of service here at Messiah Lutheran 

church.  I have given you my best years and there are more to 

come, I have more to offer.  But I have already given you, my 

best.  The years when I had young children.  The fruit of my 

loins my children who learned to talk and sing, love and 

forgive, from you.  I have given you my best years of energy.  I 

am a wiser man now, but I can’t grind out as many hours of 

service as I used to.  I have given you my hair line. : )  I had a 

full head of dark hair when I arrived as your associate Pastor 

in 2010… now look at me.  I will never be that young 

charismatic pastor again. : )   Now you are stuck with those old 

man.   

 

I have given you my best years, and I am sure there is more 

that God can do with this worn in pair of jeans, but for all I 

have given you and will give to the church I have received far 

more.  I get to be a part of God’s work in your lives, family 

celebrations: baptisms, weddings and funerals and all the other 

stuff in between.  Much less what you have given my children.  

 

 

The best gifts are often overlooked, taken for granted? Much 

like the gift of salvation that only God can make happen 

through his church for you and yours.   
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Let me wrap up with one last example of what it is that God is 

and has been and will continue to do for you and I in his 

church.  The cornerstone we to often take for granted.     

 

Dave and Dave and Brian and I have invested a lot of blood 

sweat and tears into the confirmation program of the church 

with all of its expectations and sermon notes, Wednesdays and 

Sundays throughout the years.  Trying to help God do what he 

is doing for teenagers learning to own their trust in God has 

been the reason I started serving the church.  And really the 

credit or the thanksgiving for the overlooked sacrifices goes to 

our faith guides and Sunday school teachers.    

 

In this season and in this brief example the thanks goes to Judy 

and Jeff, Tim and Gary, Brian and all those who give their 

time on Wednesdays nights.  It matters!     

 

My son has had a busy Fall.  I thank God for that.  Back to 

school and with friends full days now.  Last year they came 

home before lunch and half the kids were still online.  Eli has 

done cross country, baseball and soccer and is now playing 

Basketball.  And we have managed to work it all in around 

church without sacrificing church.   

 

One day afterschool it was a Wednesday he was telling me 

about a conversation he had with his friends at lunch.  They 

were talking about church and the classes that they had to take 

now that they were all 7th graders.  Not all of his friends go to 

church, but he had at least two friends that he could 

commiserate with about confirmation classes.  But, what made 

my day was to hear my son’s surprise that his buddies found 

confirmation classes such a burden.  In fact, this was his 

statement, and I quote, ‘Well you should come to our church 

on Wednesday nights, we have fun.’  
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And as I wondered in the joy of that surprising moment I 

realized that the same was true for me.  In spite of all the 

changes, in spite of Covid, in spite of the families who are not 

there and the busyness of Wednesday nights… Wednesday 

nights have felt different for me this year.   I can see and 

appreciate all the more the connections the kids are making, 

the questions these teenagers are asking and the genuine love 

and respect we and the students have for each other.   

 

I tell you what there are few greater gifts that a church can 

give than helping a Pastors kid learn to trust God not in spite 

of his dad being the Pastor but because he actually appreciates 

the gift you and I are giving him.  God is giving him through 

us.  

 

… I will send my beloved son. – Luke 20:13 

 

People of God Jesus Christ has come into your world.  He is 

here now just as he has always 

been through the church shaping 

and nourishing your life in such a 

way that you can give up your lives 

or others.   

 

You have the greatest gift, you are 

experiencing it now. God paid the 

ultimate cost that you might be 

reading (listening) to this and 

trusting him now.  Because of what 

Jesus does through His Church 

and His Holy Sabbath - You have 

received the gift!... and you 

appreciate it! Thanks be to God!  


