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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
DECEMBER 18, 2022 

8:00 & 9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 
Choir Director: Herb Alexander 

Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 
 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church  
December 18, 2022 

8:00 & 9:30 A.M. (Child care provided) 
 

Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OPENING HYMN               p. 132  v.1-3 The Hymnal 
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WELCOME  (Please sign the CONNECTION CARD IN THE PEW IN FRONT OF YOU and place in the offering plate.) 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 
Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
A Moment of Silent Prayer and Reflection 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin 

I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but 
some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. 
Deliver and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are 
forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  
Amen.  
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OUR OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Isaiah 11:1-2, 10 (NLT)  
Readers: Beverly Korby (8:00), Jane Costello (9:30) 
 
Out of the stump of David’s family will grow a shoot—yes, a new Branch bearing fruit 
from the old root. 

2 
And the Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord. So the earth will be filled with people who know the Lord.  
 

10 
In that day the heir to David’s throne will be a banner of salvation to all the world. The 

nations will rally to him, and the land where he lives will be a glorious place.  
 
OUR EPISTLE LESSON 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (ESV)   
 
16 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, 

17 
that the man of God may be 

complete, equipped for every good work.  
  
OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
Luke 2: 8-12 (MSG)  
 

 
 
 
 
 

There were shepherds camping in the neighborhood. They had set night watches over 
their sheep. Suddenly, God’s angel stood among them and God’s glory blazed around 
them. They were terrified. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid. I’m here to announce a great 
and joyful event that is meant for everybody, worldwide: A Savior has just been born in 
David’s town, a Savior who is Messiah and Master. This is what you’re to look for: a baby 
wrapped in a blanket and lying in a manger.”  

 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE 
“Why Call Him Savior?” 
By Pastor David Stier 
(Copies of this sermon and others can be found on our sermon table in the church entryway.)  
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CHRISTMAS CANTATA 
“A Thrill of Hope” 

By Joel Raney 
 

Herb Alexander – Director 
 

Rose Sochan – Piano 
 

Linda May - Violin 
 

Heather Godsey – Cello 
 

Lynda Mahalik – Scripture Reader 
 

Paul Allen – Narrator 
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A THRILL OF HOPE 
 
Long ago, prophets knew Christ would come, born a Jew 
Come to make all things new,  
Bear his people’s burden, freely love and pardon 
God in time, God in man, this is God’s timeless plan: 
He will come, as a man, born himself of woman 
God divinely human. 
 
Ring bells ring, ring ring, sing choirs sing, sing, sing 
When He comes, when He comes, we will make Him welcome! 
A thrill of hope, (Of the Father’s love begotten) 
The weary world rejoices, (ere the world began to be) 
For yonder breaks, (He is Alpha and Omega) 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 
 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing,  
And heav’n, and heav’n, and nature… 
Sing we now of Christmas, sing we all noel ! 
Hope of all creation, Lord, Emmanuel. 
Sing we noel, a King will come noel ! 
Sing we now of Christmas, sing we all… 
Noel, noel, noel, noel, hope of the world, Emmanuel. 
 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
Dear Desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart. 
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 
 
Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 
Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
Through thine own eternal Spirit, Hope of all the earth thou art; 
Dear Desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart. 
A thrill of hope,  Emmanuel. 
 

A GIFT OF LOVE 

 

Love came down at Christmas, at the holy Savior’s birth. 

In Bethlehem on Christmas morning, love came down to earth. 

Love came down at Christmas, in a manger filled with hay. 
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In Bethlehem on Christmas morning, love came down to stay. 

 

Heavens glowing, cattle lowing, shepherds knowing, love is born 

Love came down at Christmas; angels gave the sign. 

Love came to earth at Christmas, love amazing love divine. 

Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

 

You who sang creation’s story now proclaim Messiah’s birth 

Come, and worship the newborn King, come, come, love has come to earth 

He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall, 

Come and worship the newborn King, come, come, love has come for all. 

 

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n to earth come down. 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure unbounded love thou art. 

Be near me Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay Lord Jesus 

Close by me forever and love me I pray, I pray, 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

And fit us for heaven, to live with you there, to live with you there! 

 

Come, Jesus, come, our hearts control, our spirits long to be made whole. 

Let inward love guide every deed; 

By this we worship, by this we worship and are freed. 

Worship Christ, the newborn King,  

A thrill of hope, (a thrill of hope), a gift of love. 
 

A PRAYER FOR PEACE 

 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me; 

Let there be peace on earth the peace that was meant to be. 

With God our Creator, children all are we. 

 

Let us walk with each other, walk in perfect harmony. 
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Let peace begin with me let this be the moment now. 

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: 

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on earth, peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 

 

Truly he taught us to love one another;  

his law is love and his gospel is peace. 

A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 

 

With God our Creator, children all are we. 

Let us walk with each other, walk in perfect harmony. 

O, let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now. 

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: 

 

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on earth, peace on earth. 

And let it begin with me.  Let peace begin with me.  A-men. 
 

A SONG OF JOY 
 
Rejoice! Rejoice!   Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice!  Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice! 
Rejoice and sing to the newborn King, Alleluia, rejoice!  Rejoice! 
 
Mary had a baby, my Lord; Mary had a baby, my Lord; 
Mary had a baby, Mary had a baby, Mary had a baby, rejoice, rejoice! 
 
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains 
And the mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains. 
Glo – ria!  In excelsis Deo!  Glo – ria!  Gloria ! 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King: 
 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 
Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns; Let all their songs employ; 
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While fields and floods, rocks hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,  
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy!  Repeat the sounding joy! 
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 
Give ye heed to what we say:  Jesus Christ was born today; 
Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today!  Christ is born today!  Rejoice ! 
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss; Jesus Christ was born for this; 
He has opened heaven’s door and we are blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this, for this!  Good Christian friends, rejoice!   
Rejoice !  Rejoice ! 
 
THE OFFERING                                                             Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Servers: Nancy Bertnik & Beverly Korby (8:00) 
Rowan Hedden & Jane Costello (9:30) 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                    “Lamb of God” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
p. 463 v.1-2, p. 152 v. 1-5 (hymns can be found in our pew hymnal) 
 
THE COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                                                                                   
All:  Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy 
meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith 
within our hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy 
presence. Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
  
THE BENEDICTION 
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CLOSING HYMN                         p. 288  v. 1-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                                        Rose Ann Sochan 
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178. 
CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 

 
                          

      CONNECT WITH MESSIAH 
You can use this QR code to let us know you’re new, tell us that 

you’re interested in next steps at MLC, submit prayer requests, fill 
out a connection card, and give online. Scan it now to connect 

with MLC. 
 
 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet. 
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Our office hours are from 9am-3pm Mon-Fri. Saturdays and evenings by 
appointment. The office will be closed the Monday after Christmas. 

 
PUBLICATION DEADLINES 

The deadline for submitting items for the weekly bulletin is Wednesday at noon, 
and the deadline for submitting items for the newsletter is the 22nd of each month.  

 

GET INVOLVED 
 

MESSIAH QUILTERS 
The Quilters will not meet in December.  Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 

January 17th, 2023 from 9 am – 12 pm.  We have many quilts ready to be tied and 
you don’t need any sewing or quilting experience to help us.  If you are unable to 

join us and would like to sew at home, we have kits available. Contact Kathy Mueller 
(815-953-6601) at scpbklane@aol.com for more information or any questions you 

may have.   
 

MEMORY BEARS 
The Memory Bears Life Group meets together once a month to make teddy bears 
out of clothing from people who have passed away to comfort the grieving.  We 
also make and sell bears once a year to raise money for supplies and children’s 
charities.  We would love to have you join us! We have jobs that do not require 

sewing as well as jobs that do. Please contact Cindi Souza (815-931-8478) for more 
information. The Bears will not meet in December. 

 
AMAZON SMILE 

Don’t forget to use Amazon Smile when you shop Amazon. You can choose Messiah 
as your designated charity to donate a portion of the proceeds of your order. 
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Simply type in smile. Amazon.com to use this feature.  
 

DAYBREAK SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 
Volunteers are needed to serve dinner to at Daybreak Homeless Shelter in Joliet. The 
commitment is from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on the second Monday of each month. A 

team of Messiah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve dinner. Sign up in 
the narthex. 

 
MLC MESSIAH KIDS 

 
MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY 11 AM 

We are looking for help to staff this program. Please consider shadowing a leader and 
signing up to help.   

 
MESSIAH KIDS WEDNESDAYS (Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 pm)  

The name has changed (it used to be Awana), but the ministry focus has not. All 
Kindergarten – 5th graders are encouraged to join us for worship, lessons, games, and 
connection – with the Bible and friends. Stop by Wednesday to see what the fun is all 

about. 
 

PRE-K THROUGH 5TH GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Make sure to bring your children to Sunday school upstairs every Sunday! 

 
STAY N PLAY (Tuesdays at 9:30 am) 

Stay N Play is a weekly playgroup for children five and younger that meets in the 
Family Life Center on Tuesday mornings from 9:30-11:30.  This group is open to church 
members and to the community.   Parents or caregivers must stay and keep an eye on 

their children. There will be no Stay N Play on December 27 or January 3. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
Practice Dates for December & January are :  
 December 21st: Holiday party - 6 to 6:30 pm 

Practice January 11th - 6-6:30 
Practice January 22nd – 11-11:30 

Practice January 25th - 6-6:30 
Performance January 29th - 9:30 and 11:00 service  

Come join the fun and sing with your friends! Children’s Choir is for k-8th grade. 

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
6th-8th & 9th-12th GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Sunday school continues this week. Middle school meets in the youth room and high 
school will be meeting in the Gathering House 



 14 

HEAD2HEART (Wednesdays at 6:15 pm) 
Head2Heart is for all middle school students. 

 
SALT (Sundays from 4:30-6 pm) 

Hey high school students, SALT continues this Sunday. Make sure to come out for 
some great fellowship, fun and teaching.  

 
WINTER BLAST (December 28-31) 

It’s just like the title says! It’s a great time of fellowship and learning about God in 
Wisconsin. See the student ministry boards in the narthex hallway for the schedule 
and other information, or check out mlcjoliet.org. Talk to Brian Werner for details or 

email him at smmlcjoliet@gmail.com. 
 

EVENTS 
 

PRAYER TEAM (Thursdays at 10 am)  
In the Fireside Room. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more information.  

 
INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Join us for adult Sunday school in the Fellowship Hall. Mosaic and adults will meet 
together for December. 

 
CHOSEN LIFE GROUP (Tuesdays 6:30 to 8 pm) 

We'll be meeting at Harold & Donna Stier’s home and Jeanette will continue to lead 
the study. We are between seasons 2 & 3 of The Chosen. On a break until the new 

year. 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER 
Every Wednesday night we have a meal at 5:30 pm, and it’s open to anyone. A 
freewill offering is taken and desserts are always welcome. Then join us in the 

fellowship hall for our weekly adult class. This coming Wednesday is our last meal 
until Ash Wednesday (Feb. 22, 2023) 

 

CHRISTMAS AT MESSIAH 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN’S PROGRAM (Sunday, December 18) 
Our Sunday School Children’s Program will happen today at 3 pm in the FLC. Make a 

point to come out and support our kids! 
 

ADVENT SERVICES (Wednesdays at 7 pm) 
November 30, December 7, 14 & 21 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES (5, 7 & 11 pm) 

Join us for a contemporary Christmas Eve service at 5 pm, and traditional services at 
7 and 11 pm. All services are candlelight services. 
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CHRISTMAS DAY & NEW YEAR’S DAY (10 am) 
We will have one Christmas Day Sunday service at 10 am, as well as one New Year’s 

Day Sunday service, also at 10 am. 
 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO MESSIAH 
This year, designated "Christmas Gifts to Messiah" will be used for concrete repair 

work around the bell tower. Of the total monies received, a tithe of 10% will be 
directed to Pastor's Discretionary account with the remaining 90% going towards 

the concrete work. 
 

There will be no Sunday school or SALT on December 25 or January 1. 
There will be no Head2Heart or Messiah Kids Wednesdays on December 28. 

 
Please note that all 2022 year-end gifts will need to be received by noon on 

December 30th. Online giving may be done through the 31st . 
Thank you for your continued support of Messiah Lutheran Church. Giving 

statements will be handed out on January 8th and then mailed. 
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STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 51 
9:30 am: 61 
11:00 am: 57 

 
Online: 70 
MSM: N/A 

Messiah Kids SS: 46 
MKW: 15 

Insight/Mosaic: 17 
 

All online counts are estimates only. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

If you would like to purchase altar flowers, call the office at 815-741-4488. 

2022 BUDGET 

 
(Revised 7/17/22 @ Cong. Meeting) 

Yearly Operating Budget: $644,145 
Average Need Each Week: $12,387 

Received last week: $35,667 
 

Received year-to-date: $576,827 
Needed year-to-date: $619,370 

 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (December 18) 
8 am Worship & Cantata 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship & Cantata 
9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 

9:30 Messiah Kids Sunday School 
9:30 Insight/Mosaic 

11 am Worship 
11 am Messiah Kids 

3 pm Children’s Christmas Program 
4:30 SALT 

MONDAY (December 19) 
N/A 

TUESDAY (December 20) 
N/A 

WEDNESDAY (December 21) 
5:30 Dinner 

6:15 Head2Heart 
6:30 Messiah Kids Wednesdays 

7 pm Advent Service 
THURSDAY (December 22) 

10 am Prayer Team 
11:30 am Staff Meeting 

7:15 Sanctuary Choir 
FRIDAY (December 23) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (December 24) 

3 pm Worship Team Rehearsal 
5 pm Christmas Eve Service 
7 pm Christmas Eve Service 
11 pm Christmas Eve Service 

NEXT SUNDAY (December 25) 
10 am Worship/Online Worship 

STEWARDSHIP VERSE 
OF THE WEEK 

 
1 Peter 4:10 

“Each of you should use whatever gift 
you have received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 

various forms.” 


