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Romans 2:1-4 
You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just as bad, and you 
have no excuse! When you say they are wicked and should be punished, you are 
condemning yourself, for you who judge others do these very same things. 2 And 
we know that God, in his justice, will punish anyone who does such things. 3 Since 
you judge others for doing these things, why do you think you can avoid God’s 
judgment when you do the same things? 4 Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, 
tolerant, and patient God is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you 
see that his kindness is intended to turn you from your sin? 
 
 
Acts 1:1-8 
In my first book I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began to do and 
teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven after giving his chosen apostles 
further instructions through the Holy Spirit. 3 During the forty days after he 
suffered and died, he appeared to the apostles from time to time, and he proved 
to them in many ways that he was actually alive. And he talked to them about the 
Kingdom of God. 
4 Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave 
Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you 
before. 5 John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit.”6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, 
“Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” 
7 He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and 
they are not for you to know. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 
everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 
 
Acts 10:1-7 
In Caesarea there lived a Roman army officer named Cornelius, who was a captain 
of the Italian Regiment. 2 He was a devout, God-fearing man, as was everyone in 
his household. He gave generously to the poor and prayed regularly to God. 3 One 
afternoon about three o’clock, he had a vision in which he saw an angel of God 
coming toward him. “Cornelius!” the angel said. 
4 Cornelius stared at him in terror. “What is it, sir?” he asked the angel. 
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And the angel replied, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have been received by 
God as an offering! 5 Now send some men to Joppa, and summon a man named 
Simon Peter. 6 He is staying with Simon, a tanner who lives near the seashore.” 
7 As soon as the angel was gone, Cornelius called two of his household servants 
and a devout soldier, one of his personal attendants.  
 

Bump 2: The Power to Go 

 
An old-school Christian Group, Point of Grace had a song called “Circle of 
Friends”. Here’s some lyrics:  

“We were made to love and be loved; but the price this world demands will cost 
you far too much; I spent many lonely years just trying to fit in; now I’ve found a 
place in this circle of friends; in a circle of friends, we have one Father; in a circle 
of friends, we share this prayer; that every orphaned soul will know and all who 
enter in, to the shelter of this circle of friends.” 

I think of that song and it’s a song about including people, welcoming them in, 
accepting them. After all the purpose of a circle is to take people in, not to shut 
them out. 

BIG IDEA: Jesus has chosen and appointed you and me to Go, to expand our 
circles. But we’re not going out on our own, nor are we going where Jesus is not. 
We are Joining Him on His mission. 

Ever been denied entrance to place you wanted to go? Ever had someone say, 
either lit. or fig., that sorry, you’re not a part of our family. You don’t belong. 
You’re not welcome here. It’s happened to all of us sometimes. Sometime, 
somewhere, somebody drew a circle that shut you out. And God wants to say to 
us, “Don’t do that to people. Don’t draw circles that shut people out. Don’t 
exclude people from your circle of friends because they look different, talk 
different, think different or act different. Don’t do it anywhere, and especially 
don’t do it in my church.” 

Ever had someone accuse you of being part of a clique? They tried, to break into 
your circle of friends, but they couldn’t do it. You/your friends, they said, were a 
clique. You denied it of course.  
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You certainly didn’t mean to draw a circle that shut anyone out. But as you 
thought about it, you realized that in one way or another you probably were 
sending a message that you had enough people in your circle and there just 
wasn’t room for anyone else. You weren’t even conscious of it, you didn’t set out 
to do it, but looking back, you can certainly see how people would feel that way. 

The First church, amazing group of Christians had very much drawn a circle that 
had kept people out, and it took an incredible vision given by God to Peter to 
bring to their attention that the circle they had drawn was wrong. The circle that 
was essentially drawn was this “no Gentiles allowed”. Now, the first church 
certainly wanted to have anyone/everyone become followers of Jesus, but they 
also made it clear that an essential part of following Jesus was to become Jewish. 
Yes, becoming a Christian meant believing that Jesus died for our sins and rose 
from the dead, and yes it involved obeying his commands, but it also meant 
obeying the OT laws Jewish people had followed for centuries, including laws that 
dictated what you could and couldn’t eat. Anyone was welcome to become a 
Christian, but you also had to become like us; you had to become Jewish. 

Now, hearing that sounds so foreign to us, right? Sounds kind of weird, right? But 
let’s ask ourselves if we haven’t done the same thing ourselves. Has the church 
ever given the impression that to become Christian not only meant following 
Jesus, but it also meant becoming exactly like us? 

How’s that? Well, has the church ever given the impression that not only are you 
to follow Jesus, but you are also to be of a certain religious affiliation, 
denomination? You are to dress and perform a certain way. Worship only looks 
like this…  

You see, really deep down inside, our human, fallen nature believes that to follow 
Jesus, people really need to become like us. They need to like our music, they 
need to dress like we dress and use our vocabulary, even vote like we vote.  

And if they don’t worship like we do and talk like we do, then perhaps they can 
still be Christians, but they can’t possibly love God as much as we do. Right? 

And then God breaks through to my heart and says, “You know, Dave, there are 
an awful lot of people who love me even more than you do who are nothing like 
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you. Maybe you didn’t mean to. But you’ve drawn circles that have shut people 
out of my kingdom, circles I never drew, and those barriers you put up need to 
come down.” 

Let’s look at Acts 10 to show you what I mean. The key verse is really in Acts 9:43-
“Peter stayed in Joppa for some time with a tanner named Simon”. OK, that 
sounds like a pretty insignificant, boring verse. What’s so significant about it? 
Well, a little background. In the OT book of Numbers, anyone who worked with 
dead animals was unclean. An orthodox Jew was strictly forbidden to associate 
with tanners. In fact, a tanner was required to live at least 50 cubits outside a 
village because of his ritual uncleanness. Peter was a follower of Jesus, but he also 
thought of himself as an orthodox Jew. Yet here is Peter staying in the home of 
Simon the Tanner, living in the home of someone the Law calls unclean. What 
that tells me is that even before Peter had the vision we will read about shortly, 
God had been at work in Peter’s heart, breaking down his prejudices, giving him a 
love for people he would never have even associated with in the “good old days”. 

Earlier we read Acts 10:1-7 where Cornelius receives a vision from God and sends 
his servants off to follow that vision. 

Let‘s look at this map to get our bearings. 
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Caesarea to Joppa or (Jaffa) as it’s now called are on the shore of Mediterranean 
Sea. Caesarea was a Gentile town, a showpiece of Roman culture. Temple, baths, 
aqueducts, built by King Herod in honor of Caesar Augustus. 50 miles south was 
Joppa. It was a Jewish community. 

Cornelius lives and serves as a Roman Soldier in Caesarea when we meet him, but 
more than that he is genuinely searching for God even though he lives in a place 
that is largely hostile to the Jews and to the God of the Jews. (yes, this is the same 
Cornelius that PK spoke about back in September) 

We don’t know how Cornelius had come to believe in God, but when we meet up 
w/him he is praying. And while he is praying, God answers Cornelius by means of 
an angel. The angel gives Cornelius instructions-send your men to Joppa and have 
them bring back Peter, who’s staying at house of Simon the Tanner. 

Please notice something- the angel gives very little info to Cornelius. The angel 
doesn’t explain why Cornelius should send for Peter, the angel doesn’t explain 
how God is going to use Peter to answer Cornelius’ prayer, or even if Peter has 
anything to do with Cornelius’ prayer. Nor does Cornelius ask the angel for an 
explanation.  

Reading on in Acts 10 we find out Cornelius simply/immediately does what the 
angel tells him to do. And maybe we can learn something from Cornelius. 

It strikes me sometimes that what we want God to do is explain everything to us 
before we commit to doing what He tells us to do. We will follow where he leads, 
but He’s got to tell us exactly where we’re going and why we’re going there first.  

But with Cornelius’ background as a soldier, he understands that it’s important to 
do what your commander tells you to do without asking questions and so when 
God says send for Peter, Cornelius sends for Peter. 

So here’s what happens Acts 10:9-20… 

The next day as Cornelius’s messengers were nearing the town, Peter went up on 
the flat roof to pray. It was about noon, 10 and he was hungry. But while a meal 
was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw the sky open, and something 
like a large sheet was let down by its four corners. 12 In the sheet were all sorts of 
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animals, reptiles, and birds. 13 Then a voice said to him, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat 
them.” 

14 “No, Lord,” Peter declared. “I have never eaten anything that our Jewish laws 
have declared impure and unclean.[b]” 

15 But the voice spoke again: “Do not call something unclean if God has made it 
clean.” 16 The same vision was repeated three times. Then the sheet was suddenly 
pulled up to heaven. 

17 Peter was very perplexed. What could the vision mean? Just then the men sent 
by Cornelius found Simon’s house. Standing outside the gate, 18 they asked if a 
man named Simon Peter was staying there. 

19 Meanwhile, as Peter was puzzling over the vision, the Holy Spirit said to him, 
“Three men have come looking for you. 20 Get up, go downstairs, and go with 
them without hesitation. Don’t worry, for I have sent them.” 

What’s this vision about? First thought for me- I would have reacted differently 
than Peter.  

If I saw a sheet coming down out of heaven filled with animals, reptiles, and birds, 
I would have found the nearest club and gone on the attack. Then I would have 
grabbed some Cajun spice or Tony’s Creole seasoning LOL 

 But that’s not Pete’s reaction, God tells him not to just kill creatures, but to eat 
them, what’s Pete’s response? “Never Lord. I have never eaten anything 
unclean/never will”. 

By the way, not a good thing to say to God, NEVER! If God tells you to do 
something, you can pretty much be sure that He’s got a good reason for it. But 
just like He shows great patience with you and me, He shows that same great 
patience with Peter. God just tells him again and again. 

So why is Peter a bit skittish about eating creatures on sheet? Peter, while a 
follower of Jesus, still thinks of himself as an orthodox Jew, and orthodox Jews 
just don’t eat those creatures. It says in Lev. 11 and Deut. 14, God didn’t want his 
people to eat these kinds of animals, not under any circumstances.  
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These were dietary laws for the sake of the health of the Jewish people, and while 
we don’t have time to go into that today, there are many Jews who still practice 
these laws, and this had been deeply ingrained in Pete’s life as well. So, when God 
says to Peter in this vision that it’s OK to eat this stuff now, it’s no wonder Peter 
responds by saying, NEVER. 

Peter then comes out of the vision, and while he’s trying to figure out what this 
crazy vision means, the Holy Spirit gives him a very clear prompting to go with the 
three strangers who are downstairs looking for him. Again, the Holy Spirit, doesn’t 
explain to Peter where these three men are going to take him or why he’s 
supposed to go with them. The Spirit of God simply tells him Go-and Peter goes. 

Now, the scene shifts, back to Caesarea. To the home of Cornelius, when Peter 
meets Cornelius, He says; “You know it is against our laws for a Jewish man to 
enter a Gentile home like this or to associate with you. But God has shown me 
that I should no longer think of anyone as impure or unclean. So I came without 
objection as soon as I was sent for. Now tell me why you sent for me.” (Acts 
10:28-29) Cornelius then tells Pete about his vision, about the angel who 
instructed him to send his men to Joppa and to bring Pete back and to listen to 
whatever Pete told them. Then Peter says, “I see very clearly that God shows no 
favoritism.  In every nation he accepts those who fear him and do what is right” 
(vv. 34-35)  

What is that verse is all about? It’s about God bumping into the world through us! 
We need to be expanding our circles so that people will hear about Jesus and 
respond in faith to him. 

Now God makes it very clear to Peter and to those with Him that it’s time to 
change their thinking. Time to enlarge their circles. Instead of drawing circles to 
keep people out-time to make circles that take people in and Peter gets it. Peter 
gets that the gospel is for everybody. Peter gets that Gentiles don’t have to be 
Jews, that to follow Jesus doesn’t mean that Gentiles have to follow Jewish 
dietary laws. Peter gets that to follow Jesus doesn’t mean that people have to 
become just like him. That God does not show favoritism. 

Now honestly, doesn’t that disappoint you just a bit? Does it disappoint you that 
Americans aren’t God’s faves? Does it disappoint you that Irish, Germans, 
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Africans, Hispanics, even Norwegians aren’t either? Does it disappoint you that 
Lutherans aren’t God’s faves? God says, I don’t play favorites. I don’t have a 
favorite nationality, or language, or skin color. I don’t favor rich over poor, or 
those who pull the lever for the D’s or the R’s or those who don’t even vote at all.  

I don’t favor those wear this or that in worship over those who do not. And 
neither should we. 

So what’s the point of this passage for us? After all, we’re Gentiles, not Jewish, we 
don’t have a problem with us, right? But let’s be honest here this morning-we all 
have our circles, and we all resist when God challenges us to expand our circles.  

Philip Yancey-great Christian author of “What’s so amazing about Grace” and 
“The Jesus I never knew” was raised in the South and in a very racist 
environment/home life.  

No blacks allowed at their church. They wouldn’t associate with them. Near his 
home was a park with large sign: No dogs or coloreds allowed. By law at that 
time, black people in Georgia couldn’t serve on juries, sit on the main floor of the 
movie theater, or swim in a ‘white’ swimming pool. Yancey was taught by his 
church and by most everyone he grew up with that there was no room in the 
‘white’ world for someone with dark skin. 

Now, I grew up in Michigan just north of Detroit. In my time we didn’t have 
separate schools or bathrooms or swimming pools. In fact, two of my sister’s and 
my very good friends were black, the Rogers kids, (Denise and Cliff). One of my 
best friends was a Japanese Buddhist, the other an Italian Catholic. I honestly 
don’t remember thinking we were any different until I was about 10 years old. I 
didn’t see the black, brown, yellow or lily white like me (or deep red in the 
summer, I didn’t tan I just burned and peeled). When I was 10, I realized my 
friends didn’t look like most of the other people in my school. But mom and dad 
just explained to me how wonderfully diverse God’s creation was, so the whole 
concept of segregation was foreign to the world I grew up in.  

Yet God did remarkable heart surgery on Philip Yancey. God taught him to enlarge 
his circle, to open up, to let black people into his world and into his home. As he 
writes: “Today I feel shame, remorse, and also repentance. It took years for God 
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to break the stranglehold of blatant racism in me-I wonder if any of us gets free of 
its more subtle forms-and now I see that sin as one of the most poisonous, with 
perhaps the most toxic societal effects.” 

 What an incredible realization for him to see that there were people, different 
from him who were living out their faith in Jesus, just like him. That experience 
was revolutionary for him, just as it was a revolution in the early church when 
God made it clear to Peter that God’s circle included Gentiles every bit as much as 
it included Jews. 

As followers of Jesus, we are called to enlarge our circles. We are called to go 
outside of our comfort zones, to seek out and to embrace those people in the 
name of Jesus who are different than us. 
 
So how do we do that? How do we allow God to Bump into the world through us? 
Again, we read in Acts: But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth. (Acts 1:8 ESV) 

The Power to Go 

Some years ago, I had the privilege of teaching a Bible study about the Holy Spirit. 
Many in the group were in their fifties and sixties and had gone to church since 
childhood. During the second week, a woman raised her hand: 

 “I’ve been in church my whole life, but I’ve never heard a sermon or Bible study 
about the Holy Spirit as a real person before now. How is this possible?” 

A good question but also a somewhat scary one. It made me realize that Biblical 
literacy wasn’t just a problem for those “outside the church” but inside as well. 
You see the Holy Spirit isn’t an “it” the holy spirit is a person. The third person of 
the Trinity. In between His resurrection and ascension, Jesus carefully instructed 
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the apostles and told them to “wait for the gift my Father promised” (v. 4 NIV). 
This was the promised Holy Spirit, their helper, advocate and power as the church 
was born and a new era of God’s go-mission began. The Holy Spirit was the new 
way Jesus, as a person, though physically absent, would remain with them, 
equipping them with everything they needed. “On that day you will realize that I 
am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you” (John 14:20 NIV). 

Just as God called Peter in the book of Acts, God calls us to enlarge our circles as 
well. God calls us to welcome and to seek out people who are very different from 
us, to love them and value them and treasure them just as he does. 

Let’s be aware however that when we do that, there are going to be those who 
take shots at us, even from our own. William Booth, founder of the Salvation 
Army in England, was called to reach out to the  poorest of the poor, the 
alcoholics, the undesirables on the streets of London. You know what initial 
reaction of church was? They didn’t call him crazy, they didn’t call him a heretic, 
they called him the Anti-Christ! 

Jesus has chosen and appointed you and me to Go, to expand our circles. But 
we’re not going out on our own, nor are we going where Jesus is not. We are 
Joining Him on His mission. This happens with the daily presence and power of 
the promised Holy Spirit. In our vision for the next five years, we call this process 
“BUMP”. God is bumping into others through you. But how can He do that unless 
we first go? ;) 


