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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
DECEMBER 11, 2022 

8:00 & 9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 
Choir Director: Herb Alexander 

Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 
 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church 
DECEMBER 11, 2022 

8:00 & 9:30 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                                  Sue Malmberg          
 
OPENING HYMN     “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”   p. 124   v. 1-2 
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LITANY ADAPTED FROM JEREMIAH 31 
 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SANCTUARY CHOIR (8:00)           "Et In Terra Pax"                (arr. John Purifoy)   
Led by Herb Alexander 
 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR (9:30)   “We Wish You A Merry Christmas” 
Led by Season Lawler 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, 
“When I will make a new covenant with my people. 
I will put my law in their minds 
and write it on their hearts. 
I will be their God, 
and they will be my people. 
No longer will they teach their neighbor, 
or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ 
because they will all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest. 
For I will forgive their wickedness 
and will remember their sins no more.” 
We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, and the Son, and                       
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
 
All: 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE            “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”  p. 138  v. 1-3 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE         “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”  p. 118 v. 1-2 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  

  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin 

I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but 
some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliv-
er and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiv   
en. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  Amen.  

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
THE OFFERING                        
 
OFFERTORY                                                                        Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
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OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Isaiah 35:3b-10 (MSG) 
Reader: Randy Ling (8:00), Angie Mitchka (9:30) 
 
God is here, right here, on his way to put things right and redress all wrongs. He’s on his 
way! He’ll save you!” 

5-7 
Blind eyes will be opened, deaf ears unstopped, lame men and 

women will leap like deer, the voiceless break into song. Springs of water will burst out 
in the wilderness, streams flow in the desert. Hot sands will become a cool oasis, thirsty 
ground a splashing fountain. Even lowly jackals will have water to drink, and barren 
grasslands flourish richly. 

8-10 
There will be a highway called the Holy Road. No one rude 

or rebellious is permitted on this road. It’s for God’s people exclusively— impossible to 
get lost on this road. Not even fools can get lost on it. No lions on this road, no danger-
ous wild animals—Nothing and no one dangerous or threatening. Only the redeemed 
will walk on it. The people God has ransomed will come back on this road. They’ll sing as 
they make their way home to Zion, unfading halos of joy encircling their heads, Wel-
comed home with gifts of joy and gladness, as all sorrows and sighs scurry into the 
night. 
  
OUR FIRST GOSPEL LESSON 
Luke 1:26-38 (NLT) 
26 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
village in Galilee, 

27 
to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man 

named Joseph, a descendant of King David. 
28 

Gabriel appeared to her and said, 
“Greetings,

 
favored woman! The Lord is with you!” 

29 
Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. 

30 
“Don’t be 

afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! 
31 

You will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 

32 
He will be very great and will be 

called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor 
David. 

33 
And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!” 

34 
Mary asked 

the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a virgin.” 

35 
The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the 
Son of God. 

36 
What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age! 

People used to say she was barren, but she has conceived a son and is now in her sixth 
month. 

37 
For the word of God will never fail.” 

38 
Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s serv-

ant. May everything you have said about me come true.” And then the angel left her.  

OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
Luke 1:46b-55 (NLT) 
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46

 Mary responded, “Oh, how my soul praises the Lord. 
47 

 How my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior! 

48
 For he took notice of his lowly servant girl, and from now on all 

generations will call me blessed. 
49

 For the Mighty One is holy, and he has done 
great things for me. 

50
 He shows mercy from generation to generation to all who fear 

him. 
51

 His mighty arm has done tremendous things! He has scattered the proud and 
haughty ones. 

52
 He has brought down princes from their thrones and exalted the 

humble. 
53

 He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away with 
empty hands. 

54
 He has helped his servant Israel and remembered to be merciful. 

55
 For he made this promise to our ancestors, to Abraham and his children forever.” 

 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE: “Why Mary?” 
By Pastor David Stier 
(Copies of this sermon and others can be found in the narthex) 
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 HYMN                       “The First Noel” p. 136  v. 1-2, 6 

WORDS OF FAITH                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He 
rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION (8:00) 
Servers: Marvina and Paul Allen 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION (8:00) 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                               
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN (8:00)                “Lamb of God” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS (8:00) 
p. 462 v.1-2 & 4, p. 137 v. 1-3  
 
COMMUNION BLESSING (8:00) 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (8:00) 
ALL: Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank you Lord Jesus for his holy 
meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank you Holy Spirit for awakening faith within 
our hearts. We hear your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy presence. Melt 
us,  mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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 THE BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING SONG       “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”  p. 128    v. 1 & 4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE                        Sue Malmberg          
                                                                       

God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 

 
                          

      CONNECT WITH MESSIAH 
You can use this QR code to let us know you’re new, tell us that 

you’re interested in next steps at MLC, submit prayer requests, fill 
out a connection card, and give online. Scan it now to connect with 

MLC. 
 
 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet. 
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Our office hours are from 9am-3pm Mon-Fri. Saturdays and evenings by appointment. 
The office will be closed the Monday after Christmas. 

 
PUBLICATION DEADLINES 

The deadline for submitting items for the weekly bulletin is Wednesday at noon, and 
the deadline for submitting items for the newsletter is the 22nd of each month.  

 
WHY THE NATIVITY? SERMON SERIES 

For the four Sundays in Advent, we will be answering four questions: why did Jesus 
become a man, why Joseph, why Mary and why call him Savior? Please attend these 

specially themes services on Sunday, 8, 9:30 and 11 am. 
 

GET INVOLVED 
 

MESSIAH QUILTERS 
The Quilters will not meet in December.  Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 
17th, 2023 from 9 am – 12 pm.  We have many quilts ready to be tied and you don’t 
need any sewing or quilting experience to help us.  If you are unable to join us and 
would like to sew at home, we have kits available. Contact Kathy Mueller (815-953-
6601) at scpbklane@aol.com for more information or any questions you may have.   

 
MEMORY BEARS 

The Memory Bears Life Group meets together once a month to make teddy bears out 
of clothing from people who have passed away to comfort the grieving.  We also 
make and sell bears once a year to raise money for supplies and children’s chari-

ties.  We would love to have you join us! We have jobs that do not require sewing as 
well as jobs that do. Please contact Cindi Souza (815-931-8478) for more information. 

The Bears will not meet in December. 
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AMAZON SMILE 
Don’t forget to use Amazon Smile when you shop Amazon. You can choose Messiah as 
your designated charity to donate a portion of the proceeds of your order. Simply type 

in smile. Amazon.com to use this feature.  
 

DAYBREAK SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 
Volunteers are needed to serve dinner to at Daybreak Homeless Shelter in Joliet. The 
commitment is from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on the second Monday of each month. A 

team of Messiah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve dinner. Sign up in 
the narthex. 

 
MLC MESSIAH KIDS 

 
MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY 11 AM 

We are looking for help to staff this program. Please consider shadowing a leader and 
signing up to help.   

 
MESSIAH KIDS WEDNESDAYS (Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 pm)  

The name has changed (it used to be Awana), but the ministry focus has not. All Kin-
dergarten – 5th graders are encouraged to join us for worship, lessons, games, and 

connection – with the Bible and friends. Stop by Wednesday to see what the fun is all 
about. 

 
PRE-K THROUGH 5TH GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Make sure to bring your children to Sunday school upstairs every Sunday! 

 
STAY N PLAY (Tuesdays at 9:30 am) 

Stay N Play is a weekly playgroup for children five and younger that meets in the Fami-
ly Life Center on Tuesday mornings from 9:30-11:30.  This group is open to church 

members and to the community.   Parents or caregivers must stay and keep an eye on 
their children. There will be no Stay N Play on December 27 or January 3. 

 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

Practice Dates for December are :  
Performance on December 11th at 9:30 and 11:00 am service  

 December 21st: Holiday party - 6 to 6:30 pm 
Come join the fun and sing with your friends! Children’s Choir is for k-8th grade. 

 

MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
6th-8th & 9th-12th GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Sunday school continues this week. Middle school meets in the youth room and high 
school will be meeting in the Gathering House 
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HEAD2HEART (Wednesdays at 6:15 pm) 
Head2Heart is for all middle school students. 

 
SALT (Sundays from 4:30-6 pm) 

Hey high school students, SALT continues this Sunday. Make sure to come out for 
some great fellowship, fun and teaching.  

 
WINTER BLAST (December 28-31) 

It’s just like the title says! It’s a great time of fellowship and learning about God in Wis-
consin. See the student ministry boards in the narthex hallway for the schedule and 

other information, or check out mlcjoliet.org. Talk to Brian Werner for details or email 
him at smmlcjoliet@gmail.com. 

 

EVENTS 
 

PRAYER TEAM (Thursdays at 10 am)  
In the Fireside Room. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more information.  

 
INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Join us for adult Sunday school in the Fellowship Hall. Mosaic and adults will meet to-
gether for December.  Dec. 4—David Stier 

 
CHOSEN LIFE GROUP (Tuesdays 6:30 to 8 pm) 

We'll be meeting at Harold & Donna Stier’s home and Jeanette will continue to lead 
the study. We are between seasons 2 & 3 of The Chosen. On a break until the new 

year. 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER 
Every Wednesday night we have a meal at 5:30 pm, and it’s open to anyone. A freewill 
offering is taken and desserts are always welcome. Then join us in the fellowship hall 

for our weekly adult class. Our last meal will be December 21. 
 

OWLS (Tuesday, December 13 at noon) 
We will be having a special Showing of the film Why the Nativity? just for OWLS.  The 
menu is Swedish meatballs w/ noodles, Chicken potpie and Peas a la Francaise. Please 
bring bread if your last name begins with a--f, Salads g-o, Dessert p-z. The next OWLS 

will be February 14 (Valentine's day). 
 

CHRISTMAS AT MESSIAH 
 

MOVIE NIGHT (December 11 at 4 pm) 
On Sunday, December 11 at 4 pm, we are hosting A Night at the Nativity event at 

church. Together we will watch David Jeremiah’s new film, Why the Nativity? This mov-
ie night is open to everyone, young and old, saved and unsaved. If you have friends 

that are typically hesitant to attend church on the weekends, this is the perfect oppor-
tunity to invite them. After all, it’s a movie night!  
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CHRISTMAS CANTATA (Sunday, December 18) 
Our annual Christmas cantata will be on December 18th during the 8 and 9:30 a.m. 
services. Please attend and hear our wonderful choir celebrate the birth of Jesus in 

song.  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN’S PROGRAM (Sunday, December 18) 
Our Sunday School Children’s Program will happen on December 18th at 3 pm in the 
FLC. They are currently rehearsing during the Sunday school hour. The rehearsal will 
be December 17th at 3 pm. Contact Summar Evans at summarsoaps@yahoo.com 

with any questions you might have. Make a point to come out and support our kids! 
 

ADVENT SERVICES (Wednesdays at 7 pm) 
November 30, December 7, 14 & 21 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES (5, 7 & 11 pm) 

Join us for a contemporary Christmas Eve service at 5 pm, and traditional services at 
7 and 11 pm. All services are candlelight services. 

 
CHRISTMAS DAY & NEW YEAR’S DAY (10 am) 

We will have one Christmas Day Sunday service at 10 am, as well as one New Year’s 
Day Sunday service, also at 10 am. 

 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO MESSIAH 

This year, designated "Christmas Gifts to Messiah" will be used for concrete repair 
work around the bell tower. Of the total monies received, a tithe of 10% will be di-
rected to Pastor's Discretionary account with the remaining 90% going towards the 

concrete work. 
 

POINSETTIAS PROVIDED BY: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pick up poinsettias at one of our Christmas Eve services. 
 
 

Jelm Family                          
Lou & Kim Ciuffini                   
Doug & Beth Hohisel                
Shirley Oder                         
Kathy Muller                       
Paul & Marvina Allen       
Gerry & Pat Boe                 
Roger & Carol Gordon     
Andy & Sandy Anderson  
Michalski family 
Martha Hohisel                 

In Honor/Memory 
Merry Christmas 

Our Parents 
Our Fathers 
Ernie Oder 

Eve Korth, Astriech & Leonard Anderson 
Our Lord and Savior 

Loved Ones 
Loved Ones 
Our Parents 

Joe & Betty Michalski, Kathy Kemp 
Family 
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 STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 60 
9:30 am: 75 
11:00 am: 34 

 
Online: 70 
MSM: N/A 

Messiah Kids SS: 36 
MKW: N/A 

Insight/Mosaic: 26 
 

All online counts are estimates only. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

Today’s altar flowers were from the Gruber family in memory of Jim & Shirley 
Donick. If you would like to purchase altar flowers, call the office at 815-741-4488. 

2022 BUDGET 

 
(Revised 7/17/22 @ Cong. Meeting) 

Yearly Operating Budget: $644,145 
Average Need Each Week: $12,387 

Received last week: $10,942 
 

Received year-to-date: $541,160 
Needed year-to-date: $606,982 

 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (December 11) 
8 am Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 

9:30 Messiah Kids Sunday School 
9:30 Insight 
9:30 Mosaic 

11 am Worship 
11 am Messiah Kids 

4 pm “Why the Nativity?” movie showing 
4:30 SALT 

MONDAY (December 12) 
N/A 

TUESDAY (December 13) 
6:30 pm Chosen Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY (December 14) 
5:30 Dinner 

6:15 Head2Heart 
6:30 Messiah Kids Wednesdays 

7 pm Advent Service 
THURSDAY (December 15) 

10 am Prayer Team 
11:30 am Staff Meeting 

7:15 Sanctuary Choir 
FRIDAY (December 16) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (December 17) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
3 pm Sunday School Children’s Christmas 

Program Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (December 18) 
8 am Worship/Christmas Cantata 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship/Cantata 
9:30 am 6th-12th Grade Sunday School 

9:30 Messiah Kids Sunday School 
9:30 Insight 
9:30 Mosaic 

11 am Worship 
11 am Messiah Kids 

3 pm Sunday School Children’s Christmas 
Program 
4:30 SALT 

STEWARDSHIP VERSE 
OF THE WEEK 

 
John 3:27 

“A person cannot receive even one thing 
unless it is given him from heaven.” 


